The Evangelist
August 25, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Last Friday, I had the pleasure of announcing Cynthia Sinclair's generous
$12,500 matching grant, which will benefit the Capital Campaign and the
Choir School in equal measure. Donations towards this match must be
received before the end of 2019. If you would like to make a contribution
via check, simply note "CC/CS Match" in the memo line. The "CC"
stands for "Capital Campaign," of course, and the "CS" (in my mind, at
least) stands for both "Choir School" and "Cynthia Sinclair."
Last week I announced the arrival of Cynthia's gift;
this week I have a departure to announce: Martha
Yules, our Interim Director of Development, has
wrapped up her work with us now that several of her
projects and initiatives have been brought to an end.
The Vestry on Tuesday, September 27 will receive
the Case for Support that she worked tirelessly on
for months with the Capital Campaign Committee (CCC) under the
chairmanship of Tom Hockaday. In addition to this crucial document,
Martha wrote several grants for the Choir School, helped us focus on the
need to put in place more opportunities to thank and recognize our

generous supporters, and devised strategies for broadening support in all
areas of our common life. I want to thank Martha for sharing her gifts and
enthusiasm with us over the past eight months; we all wish her well.
When Martha first came on board with us, she was given a mere ten hours
a week in which to make progress on a number of different fronts; a few
months ago, we expanded the position to twenty hours a week in
recognition of the intensity of the time commitment that the Case for
Support and collateral materials demanded. As these projects go to the
printers following Vestry input and final approval, we are able to take a
step back and reassess our needs in this area with the help of our Strategic
Planning Group, which met two Saturdays ago to address the global
picture of where we stand currently; we will meet again in September to
address the theme of Congregational Development. While we undertake
this strategic planning process, Robin Cabral of Development Consulting
Solutions will continue to guide us on a part-time basis as we advance our
mission as a church, a school that provides choral and piano music
education to children from diverse backgrounds, and an ongoing
community-wide capital campaign in celebration of the 125th anniversary
of the Zabriskie Memorial Church's consecration.
I am very excited about the work of the Strategic Planning Group (SPG),
partly because I always love having an excuse to give up sleeping in on a
Saturday morning so I can attend meetings, but especially when those
meetings are actually productive. In the case of the SPG, our last meeting
resulted in the formation of a Finance Committee to support the work of
our Treasurer, Chris Moe as he works with our Business Manager, Beverly
Brownell, recognizing the increased demands on both of them for
reporting during our campaign and so that Chris does not have to carry the
burden alone of coming up with the annual budgets for both the Church
and the Choir School. I want to thank Cheryl Abney, Ann Boyer, Terry
Chase, and Bill Martin for volunteering to take this on without my even
asking any of them to do so! In the coming months, we may add more
members to this committee, both church members and qualified

community members who wish to lend their expertise to us in this area.
The SPG has been ably assisted in all our efforts
by Dennis Burton, Chief Financial Officer of the
diocese. (Dennis even got quoted in Buck's
sermon two weeks ago, which is high praise
indeed!) And I am looking forward in September
to introducing the SPG to The Reverend Susan
Carpenter,

the

diocese's

Congregational

Development Consultant. I anticipate that the SPG will meet again in late
fall to address the topic of Mission Clarity, and our facilitator then will be
Fr. Robert Hendrickson (pictured above), rector of St. Philip's in the Hills
Episcopal Church in Tuscon, Arizona. Stay tuned for further details, as
I'm hoping Fr. Hendrickson will be able to stay through the Sunday to be
our guest preacher. He is a particularly dynamic young priest in the AngloCatholic tradition whom I've known for at least a decade, when we both
attended a conference at Christ Church in New Haven, Connecticut. Since
then he has been a good friend and trustworthy colleague, and has gained
experience consulting and leading retreats for vestries, as well as for the
staff and boards of national church organizations such as Forward
Movement Publications.
On the topic of the national church, I've been asked to lead a three day
Clergy Conference for the Episcopal Diocese of Pittsburgh at the end of
September while their bishop, The Right Reverend Dorsey McConnell, is
on sabbatical. Bp. McConnell and I have known each other since he was a
deputy to General Convention in Denver in 2001. I was there to promote a
book I'd edited, Gathering The NeXt Generation: Essays on the Formation
and Ministry of GenX Priests, and people kept
telling me that I looked like one of the deputies;
simultaneously, folks were telling him to drop
by my booth because I was his Doppelgänger.
Ever since then we've had a running joke that
we could substitute for each other and no one

would notice, and this conference will be our

If you squint you can see the

first chance to test that theory. My theme is

resemblance to the rector.

"God's Glory & Our Story." Catchy, isn't it?
While my Doppelgänger Bishop McConnell is on sabbatical, I'll be doing
something similar but much briefer: attending a conference at Lambeth
Palace and Westminster Abbey in London, England the first week in
October. So I will be out of state from September 25-27, back for the
weekend (including Evensong for Michaelmas) on September 29, then out
of the country from September 30 through October 4. (I was going to be
away with the choir at the Cathedral of Saint John the Divine in New York
City the weekend of October 4 & 5, but that has been postponed until
2020 due to renovations at the cathedral.) Thereafter, you'll be stuck with
me at least through the end of the year, as I turned down an invitation to
lead a retreat in Cincinnati, Ohio that would have had me away on All
Saints & All Souls Day at the beginning of November.
Thus, I'm thinking of my upcoming five days in London as a minisabbatical. As of last August, under the terms of my Letter of Agreement I
have been eligible to take a four month sabbatical, but I have postponed
that indefinitely because of the capital campaign. So much is going on right
now that it would be irresponsible of me to abandon the parish for that
length of time, though I certainly would welcome some extended
opportunity for rejuvenation and refreshment. If ever the Vestry and I do
settle on dates for a sabbatical (don't hold your breath), Canon Jeremy
Haselock has already made it known that Anne and I are welcome to stay
at his house in London, and kindly offered to fill in again for me in
Newport while I'm away. While that would be lovely, the timing just now
isn't right, particularly as we don't know what we'd do with the children
were I to take a sabbatical while the school year is still in session. Suffice it
to say I will be watching and waiting for the right time as far as both the
parish and the family are concerned before I begin to lay the groundwork
for such an extended absence. But what would I do for my sabbatical? I'm
thinking I might like to study improv comedy as a way of improving my

sermon delivery. I've always wanted to have a sense of humor.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
P.S. To be in touch with me at any time, email me at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org, or, to
make an appointment, please visit
rector.youcanbook.me.

This Weekend

National Healing Day Bell Ringing
Sunday, August 25 at 12 o'clock.
St. John's will remember and honor the first enslaved Africans who landed
in English North America in 1619 by tolling their bells on Sunday, August
25, at noon.

St. John's is co-sponsoring this event along with other churches in
conjunction with the Newport Middle Passage Project. The effort is among
the Healing Day events being spearheaded by the Fort Monroe National
Monument in Hampton, Virginia to commemorate the 400th anniversary of
that landing.
In August 1619, "20 and odd" African men and women -- as recorded by
English colonist John Rolfe -- arrived at Point Comfort, stolen by English
privateers from a Spanish slave ship and brought to Point Comfort on a
ship called the White Lion. Believed to have been traded for food and
supplies, those natives of west central Africa were the first Africans to be
brought to English North America.
"The first African people were brought to this continent in harrowing and
dehumanizing circumstances. As we remember the 400th anniversary of
their arrival, I pray that we will do the hard work of reconciliation that God
longs for us to do," said Susan Goff, bishop suffragan of the Episcopal
Diocese of Virginia.
You can view Presiding Bishop Curry's video message here.

African Heritage Tours This Sunday

The Rhode Island Black Heritage Society is offering walking tours of
God's Little Acre, America's oldest and largest cemetery for enslaved and
free Africans.
Newport, Rhode Island, was the largest and most active slave port in

British North America. Many Africans that arrived in Colonial Newport
originated from the Gold Coast of Africa, today's Ghana. By the end of
the 18th century, the African community of Newport would organize an
early African Burial Society to ensure every member would have a proper
funeral and burial marker. God's Little Acre Burying Ground represents
one of the nation's most important historic sites with documentation on
how African heritage people lived, worked, worshiped and eventually died
in early America.
Recently, God's Little Acre received national recognition through a grant
from the National Trust for Historic Presentation as one of America's
African Heritage Treasures.
The last tour date is Aug. 25, at 10:30 a.m. Tickets are $10 for Adults
(over 21), $5 for Students (13-21), and free under 13.
Tickets can be purchased at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/africanheritage-tour-gods-little-acre-tickets-64833691316

Music on the Lawn
O u r Music on the Lawn Concert series continues on Thursday,
August 29, from 6-8:30 p.m. with Max O'Hara & Friends from
Liverpool.

Music on the Lawn by Friends of Music at St. John's features great
bands, awesome food trucks, wine & beer, super sponsors, 50/50 raffle
and more!
Check out our other Music on the Lawn dates and summer music
programming in our flier, in "Summer Music at St. John's" listing a few
spots below in the Evangelist!

2019 Season Sponsor: The Point Association
Thank you!

Now recruiting for piano lessons

RISCA Grant awarded; new partnership announced
The Choir School has received a grant of $3,000 from the Rhode Island
State Council on the Arts to further its piano lesson outreach program.
Lessons will be held this fall in a new satellite location in addition to St.
John's!
On Mondays, piano students will take lessons, and have homework
help/activities while waiting for their lessons, at the brand-new Creative
Communities Collaborative space located in the Florence Gray Center at 1
York Street. If you know a child who could benefit from this
opportunity, act now! Word of mouth is by far the best way of reaching
new students, and has brought us the students we now have.
To participate, contact Nikki Vazquez, Piano Program Coordinator, at
choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com today!
To download a flier, please click here, or email this link to a friend for an
online registration form.

A Work in Progress
Recently at St. John's...

Above: Gnazzo project foreman Brian V. maneuvers the lift to
work on the church's chimney. Also recently, crewmen worked
on installing copper flashing beneath capstones to prevent
leaks.
___________________________________________________
In case you missed it, with the exception of the church tower, the blue area
below is Phase 1A, Roof Restoration, a million-dollar project, which has

been fully funded thanks in part to a generous $916,000 grant from the
Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust and individual donations from
parishioners, neighbors, and friends.

The yellow area above is Phase 1B, Exterior Stone Repointing, which we
will be undertaking in 2020. We are still raising funds for the part of the
church tower repointing in blue and for a new organ console. All told, we
are still looking to raise at least $250,000 before the end of 2019
from individuals both within the parish and in the wider community in order
to keep our five-year plan on track.
If you are interested in finding out more about the capital campaign for St.
John's, or want to volunteer to help, please be in touch with Fr. Humphrey
a t rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042. And check out our
Progress page at http://saintjohns-newport.org/progress/.

Make Your Mark!
Prayer Tiles
The attendees of the Peter Quire Day Celebration brunch were each given
an original tile from our 125-year-old roof, one of the very tiles that Peter

Quire saw go up. These tiles, in fact, are destined to go back on that roof,
perhaps for another 125 years. Ludowici, the company that made these
tiles, is still in business, making the same high-quality tiles. Only 25-30% of
the tiles on the roof will be new ones.
Fr. Humphrey invited the attendees to write with a Sharpie on the tiles
about what or who they were grateful for, or to write their hopes and
dreams for St. John's, or a prayer for themselves or a loved one, living or
departed. The tiles will be placed back on the roof and these messages will
be discovered the next time we have to undertake a project like this, which
may not be until the year 2144, when we turn 250!
Here are a few of the lovely tiles that people inscribed:

In this way, the people who celebrated Peter Quire Day and their intentions
have become a part of St. John's history.
Would you like to write a message on a tile? Be in touch with Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org and make history today!

Towing Enforcement

Our newly restricted, smaller parking lot size because of the construction is
having us pay more attention to who parks in the lot and how we can best
accommodate everyone's needs. Unfortunately, we are looking at
enforcing towing.
Right now we are prioritizing parishioners, tenants, staff and choir families.
If you are a friend of St. John's who does not belong to one these
categories and who would like to park in the lot, please stay on campus
while your vehicle is here, or be in touch with the parish office at (401)
848-2561 to let us know who you are. Otherwise, you may get towed.

Quarter Till Organ Recitals

Quarter Till Organ Recitals return! See Peter Stoltzfus Berton in action
on Sundays and other select days at our Quarter Till Organ Recitals, now
through August 25. Programs (all the same on a given weekend) are 15-20
minutes and feature Bach and other composers, with live video feed
projected onto a screen showing the organist and a close-up view of the
organ's inner workings during the music. This year, composers being
featured include Louis Vierne and Marcel Dupré, the two great master
composers associated with Notre Dame Cathedral, Paris, the 12th-century
sanctuary extensively damaged by fire this spring. Admission is still just a
"quarter" (or more), but this year we challenge you to see how many
quarters - or paper "notes" - you can bring as we embark on an official
restoration campaign for our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings organ. The
effort is in two phases, first focusing on a new console and control system
in 2019-2020, and then on a complete mechanical renovation in 2021-2022,
restoring the organ to like-1894 condition tonally. For more on our organ,
please visit saintjohns-newport.org/music/st-johns-hook-and-hastingsorgan-1894.

Special Labor Day Program! Sunday, Sept. 1, at 4 p.m.: Brass &
Organ, classical and pops, with the Worcester Brass Consort! Admission
$15/$10, with proceeds to benefit the St. John's Capital Campaign.

Candle Dedications

If you would like to dedicate a candle in honor or in memory of a loved
one, please be in touch with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free.
The suggested donation for a candle dedication is $25, although a donation
is any amount is welcome. If you would simply like to dedicate any of the
above candles on the next available date, write which candle and its
dedication in the memo line of your check and put it in the offering plate.
Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

For Adults & Older Youth

Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday,
August 27, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's Study in
the Guild Hall, where discussion will continue
on Man is Not Alone: A Philosophy of Religion
by Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel. See you
then!

Safe Church Training
The Diocese announces two opportunities for Safe Church training this fall
for lay people.
In addition, there is Lay Eucharistic Visitor (LEV) Training scheduled
directly after the Safe church training on September 28th. Please complete
the application for a LEV license and email it to Mary Ann Mello at
maryann@episcopalri.org by September 23rd. Space is limited on both
days of training sessions, so please register your trainees as soon as
possible.
Safe Church Training: Registration now open
Safeguarding God's People in-person training for lay leaders and church
staff is being offered this fall in southern and northern Rhode Island. For
both days, please bring a bagged lunch; drinks, coffee and snacks will be
provided. Lay Eucharistic Visitor training is being offered for one session
only on September 28, at 2 p.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Southern Rhode Island: Safe Church Training 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, September 7, at Holy Trinity, Tiverton.
To register, click here.
Northern Rhode Island: Safe Church training 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Lay
Eucharistic Visitor* (LEV) training from 2 to 3:30 p.m. Saturday,
September 28, at Emmanuel, Cumberland.

To register for safe church training or Safe Church training and Lay
Eucharistic Visitor training: Click here.
Please email Mary Ann at maryann@episcopalri.org with any questions.

Service Details
Sunday, August 25
The Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Proper 16
Low Mass at 8 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Bill Locke

High Mass at 10 a.m.
Preacher & Celebrant: Fr. Locke
Click here for this week's bulletin.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!
Stewardship is a year-round commitment, and we thank you for your
investment in our present and in our future, but above all, thank you
for simply showing up and being who you are, for supporting us in
prayer when you are unable to be with us, and for the love that you
give in so many ways, of which St. John's is merely one recipient and
conduit among many.
To make a pledge: Click here or below:

* To give a one-time gift online without an account, click here.
* To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish
database, Realm, you can register for a new account here.
* To log in to an account you have already set up in Realm,
click here.
* Automated Payments: Check with your local financial institution's
billpay services to set up automated payments to St. John's.
* PayPal online gift: To make a donation through PayPal, click here.
__________________

PLEASE NOTE: TO A "T"
We've fixed our Realm link by adding a "t" to it, so the address is now
StJohnEvangelist (rather than StJohnEvangelis).

Old link: (no longer working): onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Register
New link: https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist/Register
Or, if you've already registered, go to:
https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelist.
So please update your web browser bookmarks accordingly! Thank
you!

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

