The Evangelist
February 24, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Deacon Close
~ Greetings from New Orleans ~
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
With Fr. Humphrey away visiting family on the left coast, your lowly
deacon has been deputized to write the Friday letter. I was Fr.'s fifth
choice, but I'm proud nonetheless to have been selected to divert you for a
few minutes this Friday night.
As you read this, Mardi Gras season in this semi-tropical city will be in full
swing. We have parades in the city starting about 2½ weeks before the
actual Mardi Gras. Depending on where you live, you can probably walk
to a parade route and see 12-15 parades go by between now and the final
day of celebration on March 5th - Fat Tuesday. Driving around the city
becomes tricky as roads are closed for parades, and I am reluctant to
surrender my parking spot in front of the house lest I lose it for a week or
so. At my parish here, St. Anna's, we anticipate a solid drop in attendance
at Mass for the next two Sundays as the festivities really heat up.
Oddly enough, this period when a certain amount of hedonism seems to be
encouraged serves to point a bright light on what follows immediately
thereafter. As the clock strikes midnight on Ash Wednesday, the police roll
through the streets of the French Quarter closing the bars. They are
followed by an army of sanitation workers cleaning the streets. Lent has
begun.

A front loader collects beads and other debris left behind by revelers on Bourbon
Street in New Orleans in 2011. [Patrick Semansky/Associated Press]

That morning, we have the Ash Wednesday Mass and then take our altar
party (and anyone else who wants to walk a bit) through the neighborhood
delivering ashes to all takers. Last year, we emptied out a beauty parlor and
several bars (they can reopen after noon) during our perambulations.
Because the parish is located in the middle of the city and in a poor
neighborhood, there are many people on the streets. Most of them seem
eager to begin Lent properly with the imposition of ashes by Fr. Terry.
Thus begins the observance of what we hope will be a Holy Lent. Lent in
New Orleans is rather prominent. The seafood industry takes full
advantage promoting the consumption of fishy things. The restaurants
have all sorts of Lenten menu items. Everyone is supposed to be properly
sated after weeks of revelry; so the opportunity to do some fasting and
abstinence is almost welcome.
Each year, in anticipation of Lent, I seem to contort myself into a pretzel
mentally and spiritually trying to figure out to which Lenten discipline I will
subscribe and later unsubscribe due to lack of discipline. A former
spiritual director once told me that she forbade me from taking up anything
for Lent. She said I should just "lighten up." I politely refused.
So, given my psychosis on the subject, perhaps I am not the best person
to give anyone advice on how to live a Holy Lent. Besides, it is all written
out for you in the Book of Common Prayer.

A Holy Lent consists of "self-examination, repentance, prayer, fasting,
self-denial, and reading and meditating on God's holy Word." How easy is
that? You have about 12 days to plan your own Holy Lent. Despite my
own decades of over-fretting Lent, I would guess that most will find such
planning beneficial.
During one Lent, I remember preparing myself to make my first
sacramental confession. My confessor gave me a little book entitled
Reconciliation: Preparing for Confession in the Episcopal Church, by
Martin L. Smith. By the end of Lent, I had spent enough time with the
book to be comfortable making my first confession. Now I realize that the
sacrament of reconciliation (confession) is somewhat neglected in the
Episcopal Church. But it is readily available in Anglo-Catholic parishes like
ours.

If you have never made your confession to a priest, let me suggest that this
Lent might be a good time to explore the idea. Don't do it because anyone
expects it of you. No one does. Do it because it could be an enrichment of
your spiritual life that becomes important to you. Martin Smith's book,
mentioned above, is the best way I know of to make an exploration of
sacramental confession and decide for yourself if it is something you want
to do. And, of course, it's available on "you-know-what" for $18. And I
am sure Fr. Humphrey will supply you with a copy if you aren't moved to
buy your own.
I wish each of you a Holy Lent. Now, back to the Mardi Gras season.

~ Deacon Buck Close

This Weekend

Evensong & Benediction for Newport Winter Festival
Sunday, February 24, 4 p.m.
The Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and
the St. John's Adult Choir sing festive music of Epiphanytide for a winter's
afternoon, including the joyous, dance-like anthem, "Tomorrow Shall Be
My Dancing Day," by Jeremy Filsell. Family-friendly; all are welcome.
Free; donations accepted. Reception following.

Upcoming

Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Community Brunch
Sunday, March 3, 11:45 a.m.
A brief festive service of Choral Matins (Sung Morning Prayer) will
precede a community brunch with a Mardi Gras theme at St. John's on the
Point. All are welcome to this party in celebration of the 125th anniversary
of the consecration of the Zabriskie Memorial Church building in 1894.
Come join the fun as the saints go marching in! Following the brief
morning service with the Professional Choristers and St. John's Adult
Choir, participants will march, New Orleans-style, into the Guild Hall
singing "When the Saints Go Marching In" and accompanied by trumpet.
Tickets are free, but required for entry, and going fast! So make sure you
get your tickets at brownpapertickets.com/event/4070104!

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
The brief Noonday Mass is quiet and contemplative, with hymns, but
without incense. The 6:30 Solemn High Mass features the choir and
incense. The Reverend Canon Jeremy Haselock, Household Chaplain to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of England returns as our Distinguished
Priest in Residence throughout Lent and will be presenting a special
Wednesdays in Lent series (see below).

Wednesdays in Lent
March 13, 20 & 27; April 3 & 10 in the Guild Hall, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
"The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter" with Canon Jeremy Haselock
Participants are invited to come to all
or any portion of the evening. The
program itself will be presented on the
previous Sunday evenings with supper
from 6-8 p.m. at Saint Stephen's
Church, 114 George Street in
Providence. Thus, if you know you
will miss an upcoming session, you can catch it at Saint Stephen's. As with

all our offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend the others. Volunteers
are needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please email
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of the
Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is as
follows:
5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross
6:30 Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Give the Gift of Candlelight

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle
above the Altar in the Chapel
of the Blessed Sacrament is given
to the greater Glory of God and
in thanksgiving for the birth of

Emma Grace Goewey

If you would like to dedicate a candle, please email the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. The suggested donation for a candle
is $25, and dedications will be listed in the Evangelist and announced at the
Intentions of the Mass, as well as printed in the service leaflet, space and
deadlines permitting.
Candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar,
the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Tuesday, Feb. 26:
The Feast of St. Matthias the
Apostle, transferred from Feb. 25

Tuesday, March 19:
St. Joseph

The Choir School News

Choral Matins (Sung Morning Prayer) Recording
As the latest recording from our England Tour in August 2018, audio
maestro Larry Kraman has put together this cut of Choral Matins at
Hereford Cathedral, England. Directed by Dr. Barry Rose, OBE. A lovely
harmony of beautiful music in a historic and inspiring setting, helping to
form lives of character and service. This also serves as a preview of our
Matins service on March 3, at which much of this music will be
heard. Listen here.

T h e 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County Program
Book second edition is available at St. John's and by request. Check out
the Program Book for the latest about The Choir School, our Choristers
and expanded piano program, and our upcoming services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among giving levels here.
You can download the program book here.

Recently, the children learned about John the Baptist. The children thought
he looked "goofy" because of his beard, but otherwise found him to be
admirable.
We decided to put ourselves in John's shoes, and perform a baptism to a
stuffed animal of our choosing. We learned about all the important
elements in a baptism -- the water, the oil, and the specific prayers that are
said by the one being baptized and by all who witness the baptism.
The children were particularly amazed to learn the oil used at St. John's is
derived from "ACTUAL MYRRH, the very stuff one of the kings gave the
baby JESUS!!!!!" This was very exciting news. Incidentally, I asked if any
of the children remembered the name of the Magi who presented the
myrrh, or any of their names for that matter, and I was told by one young
man, "No one actually remembers their weird names." So much for the
Magi! But their captivation of the oil continued when we discussed that the
oil seals your pledge to God like an envelope seals a letter inside. We

talked about how the oil seeps into your skin, where it will be forever, and
no matter what you do in your life, you can never be unbaptized. If you are
naughty or lose your way, you will always have a special relationship to
God that the oil has sealed forever.
At this detail, the youngest among us slowly pressed her own fingers
against her forehead, with a look of pure awe, as if she could feel the oil
still lingering there. "It's like magic," she whispered. We all agreed it was
most definitely, exactly, undoubtedly like magic.
All the best,
Jenn & Sybille

Bible Study

The Rector's Bible Study is on hiatus until
Sunday, March 10. Participants meet in the
Rector's Study on Sundays at noon. We will
continue with The Path. To enroll, please email
Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
or call the parish office at 848-2561.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study continues on Tuesday,
March 5, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study in the
Guild Hall, when we will discuss more on "Being
Human" by Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join in the
conversation.

Service Details for This Weekend
Sunday, February 24
The Seventh Sunday after the Epiphany
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Bill Locke

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Bill Locke
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Br. Bill Weisert
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service bulletin.

Epiphanytide Evensong & Benediction in Celebration
of the Newport Winter Festival
4:00 p.m.
Officiant: Fr. Bill Locke
Subdeacons of Benediction: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Crucifer of Evensong & Benediction Bell Ringer: Patricia Burdick
Thurifer of Benediction: Br. Bill Weisert
Click here for this week's program book.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar at a Glance

Sunday, Feb. 24 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Feb. 24 - 4 p.m., Evensong & Benediction for Newport Winter
Festival; reception following
Monday, Feb. 25 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of St. Matthias
Sunday, March 3 - 11:45 a.m., Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Brunch
Monday, March 4 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, March 5 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, March 6 - Noon & 6:30 p.m., Ash Wednesday Services
Thursday, March 7 - Noon, Executive Committee
Sunday, March 10 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study
Monday, Feb. 25 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).
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