The Evangelist
March 17, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
Thursday morning provided a visible reminder that before things get better,
they often get worse. I awoke to the dulcet tones of a piece of heavy
machinery being unloaded from a flatbed truck, which turned out to be the
lift our architects would be using to inspect the church roof. I was happy
that this was happening, as the inspection will allow the architects to send a
package of information to prospective contractors. The contractors will
base their bids on this package, and after carefully reviewing the bids, the
architects will recommend a contractor to the Vestry. This process is, as I
understand it, standard operating procedure.

Unfortunately, the lift had to be maneuvered around our property in such a
way that parts of our lawn and walkways were damaged, and in one
mishap, a capstone was knocked off the perimeter wall just in front of our
main entrance.

The overall aesthetic effect is not a pleasing one. But it's simply the case
that for the foreseeable future, we will be operating to a greater or lesser
extent in a construction zone. We knew this going into the project. We just
didn't know what that would look or feel like when the time came.
So when you come to St. John's and see more of a mess than usual,
rejoice and be glad! It is a sign of good things to come. This does not, of
course, mean that mud and broken pavement are any more attractive than
they normally are. They aren't. But we can at least tell ourselves (and keep
telling ourselves until we actually believe it) that things will get better, even
if in the short term they get worse.

Every change, whether positive or negative, brings with it both intended
and unintended consequences. St. John's is now venturing into uncharted
territory, and our physical landscape is beginning to bear evidence to this
fact. It is appropriate that this should all begin in Lent, when we find
ourselves with Jesus in the wilderness. But just because it's appropriate
that we should be in the wilderness doesn't make it pleasant to be in the
wilderness. It's still the wilderness, after all. (And I am, as most of you
know, an avid indoorsman.)
But staying indoors will not guarantee tranquility, either. Internally, I
anticipate some disruptions, though to what extent or on what scale I
cannot predict. Certainly, we are going to "Keep Calm and Carry On" as

much as possible and do our best to maintain, and when necessary, regain,
equilibrium. But we will have to address many practical questions the
answers to which heretofore seemed straightforward but now may no
longer be so. For instance, how will Music on the Lawn come off this
summer if it turns out that our own lawn is not in the best condition for
hosting it? (We had to address this once before, as some may recall, when
we needed to replace a water pipe in the middle of summer.) We will have
to take account of the new landscape even as the landscape itself is shifting
under our very feet, like sand dunes in the desert.
Through it all, we will simply have to rely on each other and on the grace
of God to get us through the challenges of the present as we look forward
to bigger and better things in the not-too-distant future. This is, after all, the
normal state of things even under the best of circumstances. We always
have to rely on each other and on the grace of God, period.
Besides which, life at St. John's is not all ruts and cracked pavement and
toppled capstones. It's easy to focus on the negative, but in surveying the
damage, I was delighted to see that the newly-installed in-ground light
fixtures illuminating our front steps were not crushed by the treads of the
lift tires, so it could have been worse! Even more importantly, our services
will continue to be offered to the greater glory of God and the edification
of God's people day in, day out, Sunday after Sunday.
Among the many things for which we can give thanks is that our
Wednesdays in Lent program, led by our distinguished priest in residence,
Canon Jeremy Haselock, started this past Wednesday with a recordbreaking twenty-one people in attendance! (And that doesn't count Canon
Haselock himself or those who came earlier for Stations of the Cross but
had to leave before supper began). I'd like to thank in particular John Lord
for coordinating our first Lenten supper, and Duenna Karner for bringing in
some delicious home baked bread. Canon Haselock gave an erudite and
engaging presentation on the origins of the Holy Week liturgies as they
developed in Jerusalem, and I hope whether you were present for or
missed his first talk, you will feel free to attend any or all of the upcoming
sessions.
In short, parish life will continue with as much vim and vigor as possible
while we get our house in order, both with a restored roof and with all the
other projects that will be necessary to maintain and expand what we are
doing at St. John's on many fronts.
Your own support and participation, in all its forms, both material and

spiritual, whether offered from near or far, is always not simply
appreciated, but indispensable, as it largely falls to you, the people,
neighbors, and friends of St. John's, to do the work God has given us to
do in this place. You may not be personally responsible for the state of our
lawn or our toppled capstone, but I am grateful to you for making it
possible for us to make things worse here for a while.
And I trust you will hang in there with us until we can exclaim anew, as St.
Paul does in Ephesians 3:20-21, "Glory to God whose power, working in
us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine: Glory to him from
generation to generation in the [Zabriskie Memorial] Church, and in Christ
Jesus for ever and ever."
Yours in Christ's Service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector

Share Your Thoughts!

Photo by Peter Silvia

If you attended our Sunday, March 3, service of Choral Matins followed
by the Mardi Gras Community Brunch and have not already done so, we
would greatly appreciate if you would take just a few moments to fill out a
brief survey here.

If you have already filled out and returned a handout of the survey that was
distributed at the event, MANY THANKS! If you have a survey printout
and aren't sure how to get it back to us, you can drop it off in person in
the church or office (we're always happy to see you!), snail-mail it to 61
Poplar St., Newport, RI 02840, or even scan it in and email it
to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Your responses, which are strictly confidential and will be reviewed
anonymously, help us serve you better.
If you attended the service and brunch, we hope you enjoyed it. If you
missed it, our next Choral Matins (a brief service of sung morning prayers)
followed by a festive Community Brunch is on Mother's Day -- Sunday,
May 12 -- and we hope to see you there! Ticket information will be
available soon.

Wednesdays in Lent with Canon Haselock

Wednesdays in Lent
March 20 & 27; April 3 & 10 in the Guild Hall, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
"The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,

Holy Week, and Easter" with Canon Jeremy Haselock
Participants are invited to come to all or
any
portion
of
the
evening.
The program itself will be presented on
t h e previous Sunday evenings with
s u p p e r from 6-8 p.m. at Saint
Stephen's Church, 114 George Street
i n Providence. Thus, if you know
you will miss an upcoming session, you can catch it at Saint Stephen's. As
with all our offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend the others.
If anyone is in need of a ride from the Barrington area to Newport, please
be in touch with the parish office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org,
or call the office at (401) 848-2561.
Volunteers are needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please
email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of
the Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is
as follows:
5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross
6:30 Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Upcoming

Saturday, April 6, at 4:00 p.m.
Diocesan Royal School of Church Music Festival Evensong
Combining several Rhode Island choirs
trained through the curriculum of the
Royal School of Church Music,
including the Professional Choristers of
The Choir School of Newport County, this daylong annual event for 50plus voices starts at 10 a.m. and culminates in a public service at 4 p.m.,
with a reception following. The 2019 guest director is Mr. John Abdenour
of St. Paul's Church, Fairfield, Conn. Mr. Abdenour's music will be sung,
along with the local premiere of the latest composition by Mr. Peter
Stoltzfus Berton, founding executive director of The Choir School of
Newport County. This event is free; donations are gratefully accepted.

Holy Week & Easter

April 14-21, Holy Week & Easter at St. John's
Palm Sunday, April 14: Procession & Solemn High Mass at 9:45
a.m.
All are invited to join the triumphant procession along Washington Street
to the historic 1894 Zabriskie Memorial Church of St. John the Evangelist,
with hymns led by a trumpeter. The service will be sung by the
Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the
St. John's adult choir. Free parking is available on the street in the
neighborhood, as well as in the garage at the Newport Visitors Center, 23
America's Cup Avenue, Newport, RI 02840, conveniently located near
Storer Park and a short walk to St. John's. In case of inclement weather,
the service will begin in the church at 10:00 a.m.
The Triduum Sacrum
Easter Day is preceded by the three most powerful days of the Christian
Year, when we celebrate with special solemnity Jesus' passion, death, and
resurrection. These three services are known collectively as the Triduum
Sacrum, the "Three Holy Days," and are crowned by the celebration of
Easter Day. The Triduum Sacrum is one liturgy celebrated over three holy
days, which is why no dismissal is given from the beginning of the Maundy
Thursday rites until the end of the first Mass of the Resurrection at the
Vigil. Those who commit to observing Holy Week in its totality will find it
to be a truly transformative experience. Please plan on being with us for
these services:

Maundy Thursday, April 18: Solemn Mass at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult
Choir and Professional Choristers; Church open all night.
Good Friday, April 19: Solemn Liturgy at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult Choir.
Holy Saturday, April 20: The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30 p.m., with the
Adult Choir. The Great Vigil of Easter is the single most important service
of the Christian Year, and amongst the most ancient liturgies of the
Church, documented as far back as the year 215 A.D., and believed to be
apostolic in origins, that is, dating back to the communities founded by the
twelve apostles of Jesus. All participants are invited to bring hand bells,
securely wrapped, which will be rung with great joy and fanfare at the
proclamation of Easter.
Easter Day, April 21: Procession & Festival High Mass at 10 a.m., with
the Adult Choir, Professional Choristers and tympani.
Note: there will be no Low Mass on Easter Sunday

Save the Date

Saturday, April 27, at 7 p.m.
Ensemble Companio: Failed Saints

Awarded the 2012 American Prize in Choral Performance (Community
Chorus division), Ensemble Companio gives consistently memorized,
polished, and engaging performances. The Spring 2019 program, Failed
Saints, grapples with what it means to be human in a time of inhumanity,
exploring our mortal imperfections, our shared divinity, and ultimately our
power to co-create the world as we wish it existed. Featuring choral music
that holds space for rage, grief, transformation, and healing, this program
includes the world premiere of two movements from Sarah Rimkus'
eponymous Failed Saints, Alberto Ginastera's Lamentations of Jeremiah
(his only composition for unaccompanied chorus), and Saunder Choi's
The New Colossus, as well as works by Dunphy, Guillaume, Valverde,
Runestad, Barnett, Paulus, and others. Reception following.

Easter Flowers

Please look for this envelope in your service booklet or at the front or back
of the church if you would like to contribute to the Glory of God and the
decorating of the church for Easter. Or if you have a Realm account, go
to https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Give and select "Flowers" from the
drop-down menu.

Archival Revival

Do you have any good photos from parish life, particularly any featuring
past clergy? We are happy to have originals or scan them for our files and
return them to you. Send any photos to rector@saintjohns-newport.org
and he will pass them along to the History Committee for our archives.

Paschal Candle Dedications
The Paschal Candle is available throughout Eastertide as a way to honor or
remember loved ones through dedications. The suggested donation for the
Paschal Candle dedication is $100; contributions fund the church's candle
purchases throughout the year.
If you would like to dedicate the Paschal Candle in honor or in memory of
a loved one, please email or call the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org or (401) 848-2561. Your loved one's
name will be announced at the Intentions, along with others for whom the
Paschal Candle has been given, every Sunday throughout Eastertide and
printed in the service booklet, space and deadlines permitting.
Candle dedications also include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High
Altar and the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the
Blessed Sacrament, for a suggested donation of $25 each.

To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

Low Masses

There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the dates below, and
on Wednesdays in Lent: March 20 & 27; and April 3 & 10.

Tuesday, March 19:
St. Joseph

5th Sunday Food Drive
March is a 5th Sunday Food Drive month! Fifth
Sunday Food Drives benefit the MLK Center and
take place every month in which there are five
Sundays. Donations including nonperishable food,
toiletries, household cleaning supplies or gift cards
are collected in reusable shopping bags, available in
the church and Guild Hall, and returned for delivery
to the MLK Center at the end of the month.
Reusable bags with tags listing needed items at the
MLK Center are located on the Guild Hall stage
and at the front and back of the church. Please
return filled bags to the lounge by Sunday, March 31; they will be collected
and distributed to the Center on Monday, April 1.

The Choir School News
T h e 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County Program
Book second edition is available at St. John's and by request. Check out
the Program Book for the latest about The Choir School, our Choristers
and expanded piano program, and our upcoming services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among giving levels here.
You can download the program book here.

Recently, the children learned about John the Baptist. The children thought
he looked "goofy" because of his beard, but otherwise found him to be

admirable.
We decided to put ourselves in John's shoes, and perform a baptism to a
stuffed animal of our choosing. We learned about all the important
elements in a baptism -- the water, the oil, and the specific prayers that are
said by the one being baptized and by all who witness the baptism.
The children were particularly amazed to learn the oil used at St. John's is
derived from "ACTUAL MYRRH, the very stuff one of the kings gave the
baby JESUS!!!!!" This was very exciting news. Incidentally, I asked if any
of the children remembered the name of the Magi who presented the
myrrh, or any of their names for that matter, and I was told by one young
man, "No one actually remembers their weird names." So much for the
Magi! But their captivation of the oil continued when we discussed that the
oil seals your pledge to God like an envelope seals a letter inside. We
talked about how the oil seeps into your skin, where it will be forever, and
no matter what you do in your life, you can never be unbaptized. If you are
naughty or lose your way, you will always have a special relationship to
God that the oil has sealed forever.
At this detail, the youngest among us slowly pressed her own fingers
against her forehead, with a look of pure awe, as if she could feel the oil
still lingering there. "It's like magic," she whispered. We all agreed it was
most definitely, exactly, undoubtedly like magic.
All the best,
Jenn & Sybille

Bible Study

The Rector's Bible Study will meet on Sunday,
March 17. Participants gather in the Rector's
Study on Sundays at noon. We will continue with
The Path. To enroll, please email Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org or call the parish
office at 848-2561.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study continues on Tuesday,
March 19, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study in the
Guild Hall, when we will discuss more on "Being
Human" by Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join in the
conversation.

Service Details for This Weekend
Sunday, March 17
The Second Sunday in Lent
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Preacher: Canon Haselock

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher:
Canon Haselock
Liturgical Deacon: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacon: Robert Regalbuto
Master of Ceremonies: Bill Lippe
Thurifer: Br. Bill Weisert
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service bulletin.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, March 17 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study
Monday, March 18 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, March 19 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, March 19 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of St. Joseph
Tuesday, March 19 - 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, March 20 - 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays in Lent with Canon
Haselock
Sunday, March 24 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study

Monday, March 25 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Monday, March 25 - 7 p.m., at St. Stephen's, Providence, Sung Mass
for the Feast of the Annunciation, with Fr. Humphrey as preacher
Tuesday, March 26 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, March 27 - 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays in Lent with Canon
Haselock

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).
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