The Evangelist
March 10, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
This past week began on a high note, with a superbly sung service of
Choral Matins followed by a festive New Orleans-style Mardi Gras
Brunch. Many people played a role in bringing the service and the brunch
together, and if you were one of those whom I have not yet personally
conveyed my thanks, I intend to do so, and this is my promissory note!
At the brunch, we celebrated the 125th anniversary year of the gift that
made the Zabriskie Memorial Church possible. As a birthday gift to the
building, we are giving it a restored roof, thanks to the generosity of the
Alletta Morris McBean Charitable Trust, which made a grant of $916,000
to us in December. In addition, I was pleased to announce that a
parishioner has pledged $250,000 towards our ongoing capital campaign
for the restoration and preservation of our historic church! You may
expect even more good news will be forthcoming as the anniversary year
continues.
When I made a few remarks at the brunch, my focus was specifically on
how St. John's functions both as a church and as a community center. Our
goal is to harness the potential that the Guild Hall, has for being the beating
heart of the Point Neighborhood, just as the Zabriskie Memorial Church
represents its soaring soul, and I called for those present to be in touch
with me if they would like to get involved in making our dreams a reality.
We need more help and we need your ideas and enthusiasm to keep the
momentum that the McBean Charitable Trust and our anonymous

parishioner have made possible. St. John's exists not for its own sake,
after all, but for you, the people, neighbors, and friends of St. John's. And
we exist for you both in the highs and in the lows of life, with all its
attendant joys and sorrows.
After the high of our Mardi Gras celebrations, we entered the lowly season
of Lent on Ash Wednesday with a liturgy that reminds us of our mortality
and sinfulness. But as our guest preacher and distinguished priest-inresidence for Lent, Canon Jeremy Haselock, put it in the sermon, we are
on a Lenten journey "from ashes to fire," rather than the other way around.
What begins with ashes ends with the new fire of the Easter Vigil, and then
continues from there through the fire of Pentecost and beyond. This
movement from ashes to fire is a deeply transformative one, if we let God
in Christ Jesus kindle our hearts and awaken hope, so that by the power of
the Holy Spirit we may flourish as human beings in communion with each
other here on earth, and with "Our Father, who art in heaven."
Along these lines, I am very much looking forward to Canon Haselock's
Lenten presentations on Wednesday evenings. If you are nearby, I hope
you will make it a priority to come and learn from this extraordinary
teacher and disciple of Jesus. And if you cannot be with us, I pray that you
will find opportunities for contemplation and spiritual growth as we
prepare for a joyful Eastertide.
Yours in Christ's Service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector

Daylight Saving Time Starts

Don't forget! Daylight Saving Time starts Sunday;
Turn your clocks ahead 1 hour at 2 a.m.

Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Brunch

All photos by Peter Silvia

Matins, music, malassadas, mimosas & more were served up last weekend
during our Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Community Brunch.
After a brief service of prayer and thanksgiving sung by the Professional
Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's
Adult Choir, a trumpeter led off a procession to "When the Saints Go
Marching In" around the church and into the Guild Hall, where the sights,
sounds and smells of Mardi Gras awaited, but especially the buffet line,
where St. John's staff and Vestry served guests a delicious spread of

crayfish, jambalaya, black-eyed peas, gumbo and more.
In addition, Fr. Humphrey and Senior Warden Cheryl Abney shared some
good news with guests: an unrestricted $250,000 gift to the capital
campaign. Fr. Humphrey also detailed his vision for a new, accessible
kitchen in the Guild Hall, as well as other accessibility improvements.
We hope you enjoyed coming as much as we enjoyed having you! But if
you missed out, don't worry -- we'll be having more Choral Matins and a
Mother's Day Brunch on Sunday, May 12, and we hope to see you there!

Wednesdays in Lent Series

Wednesdays in Lent
March 13, 20 & 27; April 3 & 10 in the Guild Hall, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
"The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter" with Canon Jeremy Haselock
Participants are invited to come to all or
any
portion
of
the
evening.
The program itself will be presented on
t h e previous Sunday evenings with
s u p p e r from 6-8 p.m. at Saint
Stephen's Church, 114 George Street
i n Providence. Thus, if you know
you will miss an upcoming session, you can catch it at Saint Stephen's. As
with all our offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend the others.
Volunteers are needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please
email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of
the Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is
as follows:
5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross
6:30 Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Save the Date

Saturday, April 6, at 4:00 p.m.
Diocesan Royal School of Church Music Festival Evensong
Combining several Rhode Island choirs
trained through the curriculum of the
Royal School of Church Music,
including the Professional Choristers of
The Choir School of Newport County, this day-long annual event for 50plus voices culminates in a public service at 4 o'clock, with a reception
following.

Holy Week & Easter

April 14-21, Holy Week & Easter at St. John's
Palm Sunday, April 14: Procession & Solemn High Mass at 9:45
a.m.
All are invited to join the triumphant procession along Washington Street
to the historic 1894 Zabriskie Memorial Church of St. John the Evangelist,
with hymns led by a trumpeter. The service will be sung by the
Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the
St. John's adult choir. Free parking is available on the street in the
neighborhood, as well as in the garage at the Newport Visitors Center, 23
America's Cup Avenue, Newport, RI 02840, conveniently located near
Storer Park and a short walk to St. John's. In case of inclement weather,
the service will begin in the church at 10:00 a.m.
The Triduum Sacrum
Easter Day is preceded by the three most powerful days of the Christian
Year, when we celebrate with special solemnity Jesus' passion, death, and
resurrection. These three services are known collectively as the Triduum
Sacrum, the "Three Holy Days," and are crowned by the celebration of
Easter Day. The Triduum Sacrum is one liturgy celebrated over three holy
days, which is why no dismissal is given from the beginning of the Maundy
Thursday rites until the end of the first Mass of the Resurrection at the
Vigil. Those who commit to observing Holy Week in its totality will find it
to be a truly transformative experience. Please plan on being with us for
these services:

Maundy Thursday, April 18: Solemn Mass at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult
Choir and Professional Choristers; Church open all night.
Good Friday, April 19: Solemn Liturgy at 6:30 p.m. with the Adult Choir.
Holy Saturday, April 20: The Great Vigil of Easter at 7:30 p.m., with the
Adult Choir. The Great Vigil of Easter is the single most important service
of the Christian Year, and amongst the most ancient liturgies of the
Church, documented as far back as the year 215 A.D., and believed to be
apostolic in origins, that is, dating back to the communities founded by the
twelve apostles of Jesus. All participants are invited to bring hand bells,
securely wrapped, which will be rung with great joy and fanfare at the
proclamation of Easter.
Easter Day, April 21: Procession & Festival High Mass at 10 a.m., with
the Adult Choir, Professional Choristers and tympani.
Note: there will be no Low Mass on Easter Sunday

Easter Flowers

Please look for this envelope in your service booklet or at the front or back
of the church if you would like to contribute to the Glory of God and the
decorating of the church for Easter. Or if you have a Realm account, go
to https://onrealm.org/StJohnEvangelis/Give and select "Flowers" from the
drop-down menu.

Archival Revival

Do you have any good photos from parish life, particularly any featuring
past clergy? We are happy to have originals or scan them for our files and
return them to you. Send any photos to rector@saintjohns-newport.org
and he will pass them along to the History Committee for our archives.

Give the Gift of Candlelight
If you would like to dedicate a candle, please email the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. The suggested donation for a candle
is $25, and dedications will be listed in the Evangelist and announced at the
Intentions of the Mass, as well as printed in the service leaflet, space and
deadlines permitting.
Candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar,
the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch

with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the dates below, and

on Wednesdays in Lent: March 13, 20 & 27; and April 3 & 10.

Tuesday, March 19:
St. Joseph

The Choir School News
T h e 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County Program
Book second edition is available at St. John's and by request. Check out
the Program Book for the latest about The Choir School, our Choristers
and expanded piano program, and our upcoming services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among giving levels here.
You can download the program book here.

Recently, the children learned about John the Baptist. The children thought
he looked "goofy" because of his beard, but otherwise found him to be
admirable.
We decided to put ourselves in John's shoes, and perform a baptism to a
stuffed animal of our choosing. We learned about all the important
elements in a baptism -- the water, the oil, and the specific prayers that are
said by the one being baptized and by all who witness the baptism.
The children were particularly amazed to learn the oil used at St. John's is
derived from "ACTUAL MYRRH, the very stuff one of the kings gave the
baby JESUS!!!!!" This was very exciting news. Incidentally, I asked if any
of the children remembered the name of the Magi who presented the
myrrh, or any of their names for that matter, and I was told by one young
man, "No one actually remembers their weird names." So much for the
Magi! But their captivation of the oil continued when we discussed that the
oil seals your pledge to God like an envelope seals a letter inside. We

talked about how the oil seeps into your skin, where it will be forever, and
no matter what you do in your life, you can never be unbaptized. If you are
naughty or lose your way, you will always have a special relationship to
God that the oil has sealed forever.
At this detail, the youngest among us slowly pressed her own fingers
against her forehead, with a look of pure awe, as if she could feel the oil
still lingering there. "It's like magic," she whispered. We all agreed it was
most definitely, exactly, undoubtedly like magic.
All the best,
Jenn & Sybille

Bible Study

The Rector's Bible Study recommences this
Sunday, March 10. Participants meet in the
Rector's Study on Sundays at noon. We will
continue with The Path. To enroll, please email
Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
or call the parish office at 848-2561.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study continues on Tuesday,
March 12, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study in the
Guild Hall, when we will discuss more on "Being
Human" by Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join in the
conversation.

Service Details for This Weekend
Sunday, March 10
The First Sunday in Lent
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Haselock

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Liturgical Deacon & Preacher: Canon Haselock
Subdeacon: Robert Regalbuto
Master of Ceremonies: Bill Lippe
Thurifer: Br. Bill Weisert
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service bulletin.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, March 10 - Daylight Saving Time begins
Sunday, March 10 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study
Monday, March 11 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, March 12 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, March 13 - 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays in Lent with Canon
Haselock
Sunday, March 17 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study
Monday, March 18 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, March 19 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study

Tuesday, March 19 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of St. Joseph
Tuesday, March 19 - 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
Wednesday, March 20 - 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays in Lent with Canon
Haselock

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).
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