The Evangelist
February 17, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
I hate going on vacation. It's not that I can't bear to be parted from all of
you. (Though on this Valentine's Day it is indeed sweet sorrow ...) Nor is it
that I'm a workaholic. I like my work; I even love it most of the time, but
I'm happy to relax whenever I get the chance.
But I hate this "vacation" concept because what I (and a lot of people I
know) end up doing is working twice as hard the week leading up to
vacation just to make sure that nothing gets dropped while I'm away.
You've probably had the same experience. On the last day before one's
vacation is to start (which is, for me, today), it's a mad rush to get
everything done, and I could live without the stress.
Not that I have any cause for complaint. With all the great things that have
been going on around here, I know that St. John's will be in good hands
over the next couple of weeks and I can, indeed, relax. I'm grateful to Fr.
Andrew Mead for covering for me this coming Sunday and to Fr. Bill
Locke for covering for me both in the morning and in the afternoon next
Sunday. I'm also grateful to Deacon Buck Close, who agreed to write the
Evangelist Letter for next Friday's edition all the way from New Orleans.
The first part of my travels will be with my family to Washington, D.C.,
and environs. We will visit friends, some of whom are godparents to the
kids, as well as hang out with people I've counted as amongst my adopted

family since at least 2001. We will be ranging from D.C. proper to Chevy
Chase, Md., Springfield, Va., White Hall, Md., and Baltimore before I get
dropped off at BWI airport to fly to LAX.
In Los Angeles, I'll be staying in Long Beach, visiting friends, and
spending time with my sister, her family, and our father. This part will be
bittersweet, as we will be planning ahead for when Dad will need round the
clock memory care. But I expect to enjoy my visit with them, and Dad still
has his corny sense of humor intact.
From there, I'll be headed to the Bay Area for the weekend for a wedding
and to visit seminary friends before flying home to Providence.
BWI-LAX then SNA-OAK then OAK-PVD: this is probably the most
complicated round-trip itinerary I've ever planned out, and it may be the
trip to which I've given the least of my attention as I've planned it because
of everything happening on the church and home front, so this should be
interesting! I'm sure it pales in comparison to many of the seasoned
travelers reading this letter, but I don't get out much!
So preoccupied as I am, I don't have much to impart this week other than
to convey my love and assure you of my prayers while I am away. I hope
you will hold my family and me in your prayers, and that when I see most
of you again, on March 3, we will indeed be ready to party like it's 1894.
The tickets to the Mardi Gras brunch are going fast, so get yours now! See
below for more details.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

This Weekend

Way of Love kickoff event: Saturday, February 16,
at St. Mary's, Portsmouth, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Can you imagine a world where love is the way?
Bishop Nicholas Knisely challenged us at the 2018 Diocesan Convention
to "live in a way that is recognizably different than the rest of the world ...
to walk the Way of Love." Take a step toward the Way of Love by joining
St. Mary's on February 26 to celebrate "Living the Way of Love: Practices
for a Jesus-Centered Life" and kick off a two-year focus on the Way of
Love. Bishop Knisely and seven other Rhode Island Episcopalians will
share how they live the seven Way of Love practices, followed by smallgroup discussion and brainstorming on how you can live these practices in
your own life and community.
Register on Eventbrite at thewayoflovekickoff02162019.eventbrite.com.
To find out more, go to episcopalri.org/ministries/way-of-love/.

Upcoming

Evensong & Benediction for Newport Winter Festival
Sunday, February 24, 4 p.m.
The Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and
the St. John's Adult Choir sing festive music of Epiphanytide for a winter's
afternoon, including the joyous, dance-like anthem, "Tomorrow Shall Be
My Dancing Day," by Jeremy Filsell. Family-friendly; all are welcome.
Free; donations accepted.

Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Community Brunch
Sunday, March 3, 11:45 a.m.
A brief festive service of Choral Matins (Sung Morning Prayer) will
precede a community brunch with a Mardi Gras theme at St. John's on the
Point. All are welcome to this party in celebration of the 125th anniversary
of the consecration of the Zabriskie Memorial Church building in 1894.
Come join the fun as the saints go marching in! Following the brief
morning service with the Professional Choristers and St. John's Adult
Choir, participants will march, New Orleans-style, into the Guild Hall
singing "When the Saints Go Marching In" and accompanied by
trumpet. Tickets are free, but required for entry, as space is limited due to
fire code regulations. So make sure you get your tickets
at brownpapertickets.com/event/4070104!

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
The brief Noonday Mass is quiet and contemplative, with hymns, but
without incense. The 6:30 Solemn High Mass features the choir and
incense. The Reverend Canon Jeremy Haselock, Household Chaplain to
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of England returns as our Distinguished
Priest in Residence throughout Lent and will be presenting a special
Wednesdays in Lent series (see below).

Wednesdays in Lent
March 13, 20 & 27; April 3 & 10 in the Guild Hall, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
"The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter" with Canon Jeremy Haselock
Participants are invited to come to all
or any portion of the evening. The
program itself will be presented on the
previous Sunday evenings with supper
from 6-8 p.m. at Saint Stephen's
Church, 114 George Street in
Providence. Thus, if you know you
will miss an upcoming session, you can catch it at Saint Stephen's. As with

all our offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend the others. Volunteers
are needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please email
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of the
Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is as
follows:
5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross
6:30 Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Give the Gift of Candlelight
If you would like to dedicate a candle, please email the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. The suggested donation for a candle
is $25, and dedications will be listed in the Evangelist and announced at the
Intentions of the Mass, as well as printed in the service leaflet, space and
deadlines permitting.
Candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar,
the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?

It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Tuesday, Feb. 26:
The Feast of St. Matthias the
Apostle, transferred from Feb. 25

Tuesday, March 19:
St. Joseph

The Choir School News
Choral Matins (Sung Morning Prayer) Recording
As the latest recording from our England Tour in August 2018, audio
maestro Larry Kraman has put together this cut of Choral Matins at
Hereford Cathedral, England. Directed by Dr. Barry Rose, OBE. A lovely
harmony of beautiful music in a historic and inspiring setting, helping to
form lives of character and service. This also serves as a preview of our
Matins service on March 3, at which much of this music will be
heard. Listen here.

Octacular! Eight Pianos at once in the Guild Hall!

On Saturday, Feb. 9 in the Guild Hall, six students in our Piano lesson
program along with two other students of our piano teacher Kelly House
presented a showcase of recent work since our piano lesson program
began last October. Eight Yamaha electric pianos going at once on the
floor was a lot of fun, along with solo performances on the real Steinway

"M" piano on the stage in the Guild Hall. A Reception followed.
Mark McKenna, an adviser to our Piano Program Outreach Committee,
who works at Pell Elementary School, noted:
"I have spoken to the students about their experiences on an ongoing basis
and also several of the parents. All give positive feedback. I will note that
the students often give these short answers, like, "It is fun" or "I like it."
When I start to ask for some more in-depth feedback, one of the students
shared with me that they are excited about having more friends. They are
definitely widening their circle of friends/social contacts. One also shared
that they are more confident. Being in front of an audience has helped
boost their overall confidence level. They feel empowered, braver. I think
that they are really engaged in an activity that gets them out into the bigger
world and exposes them to a part of our community that they would not
normally engage with. This has really helped integrate them into our
community at large. It really expands their world and the possibilities that
are available to them. This is no small thing -- they are learning that there
are things they can do, that they may never have dreamed they could. They
know they can perform a song -- make real music, on an instrument. This
is big step forward for them. If you asked them if they thought they would
be performing for an audience six months ago, they may have given you a
puzzled look, but now they know they can do it."
Our piano teacher added: "I was very pleased on Saturday. I didn't know if
they would feel confident sharing their playing. I think their confidence,
poise, and pride also shows the work that they have done in choir. The
combination of choir and piano training seems to be paying off in multiple
ways."

T h e 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County Program
Book second edition is available at St. John's and by request. Check out
the Program Book for the latest about The Choir School, our Choristers
and expanded piano program, and our upcoming services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among giving levels here:
You can download the program book here.

Recently, the children learned about John the Baptist. The children thought
he looked "goofy" because of his beard, but otherwise found him to be
admirable.
We decided to put ourselves in John's shoes, and perform a baptism to a
stuffed animal of our choosing. We learned about all the important
elements in a baptism -- the water, the oil, and the specific prayers that are
said by the one being baptized and by all who witness the baptism.
The children were particularly amazed to learn the oil used at St. John's is
derived from "ACTUAL MYRRH, the very stuff one of the kings gave the
baby JESUS!!!!!" This was very exciting news. Incidentally, I asked if any
of the children remembered the name of the Magi who presented the
myrrh, or any of their names for that matter, and I was told by one young
man, "No one actually remembers their weird names." So much for the
Magi! But their captivation of the oil continued when we discussed that the
oil seals your pledge to God like an envelope seals a letter inside. We

talked about how the oil seeps into your skin, where it will be forever, and
no matter what you do in your life, you can never be unbaptized. If you are
naughty or lose your way, you will always have a special relationship to
God that the oil has sealed forever.
At this detail, the youngest among us slowly pressed her own fingers
against her forehead, with a look of pure awe, as if she could feel the oil
still lingering there. "It's like magic," she whispered. We all agreed it was
most definitely, exactly, undoubtedly like magic.
All the best,
Jenn & Sybille

Bible Study

The Rector's Bible Study is on hiatus until
Sunday, March 10. Participants meet in the
Rector's Study on Sundays at noon. We will
continue with The Path. To enroll, email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or
call the parish office at 848-2561.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study continues on Tuesday,
March 5, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study in the
Guild Hall, when we will discuss more on "Being
Human" by Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join in the
conversation.

Service Details for This Weekend
Sunday, February 17
The Sixth Sunday after the Epiphany
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Andrew Mead

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Andrew Mead
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Br. Bill Weisert
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service bulletin.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, Feb. 17 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Monday, Feb. 18 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 19 - 9 a.m., (No) Rector's Book Study
Sunday, Feb. 24 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Feb. 24 - 4 p.m., Evensong & Benediction for Newport Winter
Festival; reception following
Monday, Feb. 25 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of St. Matthias
Sunday, March 3 - 11:45 a.m., Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Brunch

Monday, March 4 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, March 5 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, March 6 - Noon & 6:30 p.m., Ash Wednesday Services

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).
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