The Evangelist
February 10, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
The best thing about being a priest is that I only work one day a week!
Forty-five minutes for Low Mass, followed by a generous break for Low
Mass Coffee Hour, then an hour and fifteen for High Mass, followed by
another relaxing break for High Mass Coffee Hour, and I'm finished with
my labors until the next Sunday. Who could ask for a better job?
The worst thing about being a priest is that there are people who actually
believe the first paragraph of this letter.
The Evangelist (ideally) is emailed on Fridays at 5 p.m. It's now 4:09 p.m.
and I'm sitting down to the computer for the first extended period today!
Many people do wonder what a priest does between Sundays. I can't
speak for all priests, only for myself. The first thing to note is that no two
weeks are the same. But this past week is a great sampling of clerical life at
full-tilt. George Eliot could wonderfully convey imaginative Scenes of
Clerical Life from her own time. I'm not quite so witty or eloquent, but for
the curious, here's a summary of scenes from this week:
I count work weeks from Tuesdays through Sundays, as Monday is my
day off. So this past Tuesday, things began conventionally with Morning
Prayer and the Rector's Book Study. I gathered with a handful of people
to discuss Rowan Williams. After that, I had a brief meeting about Easter

Flowers (yes, planning already!) and then went straight into Staff Meeting.
We reviewed the liturgy, went over administrative matters, and made sure
our cash flow is good and we are solvent. Then Peter and I went out to the
Bishop's Diner for our monthly colleague lunch, where we discussed organ
pipes and our upcoming Matins service on March 3. After that, I was
supposed to draft the Matins liturgy booklet for review, but several things
popped up and I spent only a tiny bit of time on that before heading to
Evening Prayer.
On Wednesday, following Morning Prayer I visited three parishioners, one
in the nursing home and two in an assisted living center. Then I met with
Peter and a couple of other people to discuss a possible new venture
related to music education before rushing off to the White Horse Tavern
(poor me) to have lunch with a parishioner about our parish history
project. After that, I was supposed to write my sermon, but instead drafted
the Matins liturgy booklet I'd promised Peter and Melanie, since they need
that before you need to hear my pearls of wisdom on Sunday morning.
The day ended with a meeting with a parishioner about how various
aspects of our common life could be improved, and thence to Evening
Prayer.

On Thursdays, I usually go to both Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer,
but missed both of them because of bookended family commitments.
Anne and I had coffee (vanilla chai, actually, for me, as I don't drink
coffee) to discuss our son with an educator, then I rushed back to St.
John's, where I greeted Martha Yules on her first day in the office as
Director of Development, and enjoyed some banter with Melanie, who

accused me of ignoring her in favor of Martha, my new best friend. Then I
met with Nikki Vazquez, who is planning our Mardi Gras community
brunch following Matins on March 3. This meeting was back-to-back with
a Capital Campaign Committee (CCC) meeting with Tom Hockaday,
Cheryl Abney, and my aforementioned BFF, Martha. That meeting bled
into the Vestry Executive Committee Meeting, when Clerk of the Vestry
Ann Boyer arrived with a draft of the agenda for our upcoming meeting on
Sunday. Tom and Martha took their leave and Ann, Cheryl, and I spent the
next hour or so going over priorities and logistics. Then Ann left and my
longsuffering Senior Warden began Hour Three (out of nearly five) with
me. We reviewed the results of a survey I had solicited from a group of
people and talked about what was useful in the information we gathered.
Then I fielded a phone call from the mother of a former student of mine
from Maryland, who wondered whether I'd officiate at her daughter's
wedding in that state in August. I referred her to colleagues after
determining that I didn't want to spend time away from my family in order
to do that, though it would have been a great joy to see my former middle
schooler walk down the aisle. Finally, I met with someone to discuss a
sudden life-changing event and the impact it would have on this person's
family before reviewing the Sunday service leaflet and then heading home
to be with my son while Anne fetched our daughter from choir practice
across town at Emmanuel.
That brings us to Friday. Morning Prayer, then a meeting with our
Treasurer, Chris Moe, to review the corrected actuals of the 2018 church
and choir school budgets, and to look at their impact on 2019, all in
advance of publishing a corrected Annual Report sometime in the next few
weeks. (When we get a "round tuit," as they say.) As the Treasurer
descended my office stairs, our hardworking Junior Warden ascended
them, and I overheard an impromptu meeting before she and I touched
base on communications and policy issues related to buildings and
grounds. I dashed off from there to be fitted for my first hearing aid, and
was shocked to find that I can now hear sounds in stereo that I'd only
heard out of my left ear for who knows how long. It was like the first time
I put on glasses: suddenly everything was crisper!
Equipped with my new gadget, I toddled off to St. Spyridon Greek
Orthodox Church on Thames Street to meet their new priest, Fr. Aaron
Walker, whom I discovered had been brought up a nondenominational
Evangelical in the same sort of church as I; we bonded immediately over
that, heading to Midtown Oyster Bar (what a burden) for a collegial lunch,
where we spoke of God's grace and the work of nurturing disciples of
Jesus. During that lunch, I was alerted by a parishioner to the fact that

someone from our church had been taken to the Emergency Room, so as
soon as Fr. Aaron and I parted ways, I drove to the ER and anointed that
person with unction for healing and prayed. Then I returned to my study to
meet for half an hour with the chair of the CCC to wrap up details he
needed for his presentation to the Vestry on Sunday. Since he also
happens to be the President of the Point Association, we also got to
talking about joint ventures with the PA and logistical considerations.
I now have forty-five minute before I must sign off on the Evangelist, as
Evening Prayer is at 5:30. Saturdays are my on-call day when there aren't
any weddings or funerals, and the day on which I scramble to write a
sermon if I haven't squeezed that in between Tuesday and Friday. (Usually,
I do this on Thursdays and wrap it up on Fridays. Not this week!)
Tomorrow, I'll be attending a concert with my family and with Peter's at
the invitation of a member of the Choir School Advisory Council, and then
I will be at the choir school's piano program student recital and reception
from four to six.
Finally, I have that light Sunday I described at the beginning of this
missive, followed by our monthly Vestry Meeting at 12:15. If we didn't
have Vestry, I'd be leading the Rector's Bible Study. (Last week we
discussed Genesis chapter three, sin, and idolatry. It was a riot. You
should join us.)
I often wonder what people do with their weeks and am always fascinated
by how we choose to and are compelled to spend our time. In the
Rectory, I enjoyed good meals, played a couple of games of chess,
listened to family book time, and got frustrated with math homework but
delighted by quizzing a child on the Greek and Latin roots of vocabulary
words. I lead a full life.
If you'd like me to be a small part of your life, I'm around on Sundays. Or
you can make an appointment through my new handy-dandy tool,
https://rector.youcanbook.me/. Next week I have Rowan Williams lectures
in New York City, a house blessing, a meeting with someone new to
Newport, and a Diocesan Council Executive Committee meeting to look
forward to; maybe I'll even find time to write a sermon!
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Welcome, Martha!

Father Humphrey is pleased to welcome Martha Yules to our development
team. Martha will be joining us as Director of Development, as former
Director of Development Robin Cabral expands her business.
For 13 years, Martha Yules has worked in the nonprofit arena for
independent schools and religious institutions. She joined Robin Cabral at
Development Consulting Solutions in May 2018. In her previous career,
Martha worked in advertising and media sales, with her most notable
position at Newsweek Magazine in Los Angeles. Today, she and her
husband Sy have four grown children and live in a Queen Anne home in
Padanaram, Mass. This fall, Martha joined the Stewardship Committee for
her church, the Congregational Church of South Dartmouth.
Robin will stay on board as Stewardship & Development Consultant.
Welcome, Martha!

Upcoming

R.I. Rep. Lauren Carson

R.I. Sen. Dawn Euer

Constituent Meeting in St. John's Guild Hall:
Monday, February 11, 6 p.m.
Rhode Island Rep. Lauren H. Carson and R.I. Sen. Dawn Euer have
rescheduled a constituent meeting, which had to be postponed due to the
Aquidneck Island gas outage, for Monday, Feb. 11 at 6 p.m. in the St.
John's Guild Hall, 61 Poplar St., Newport.
Parking is available behind the church, in the lot opposite 25 Willow St.
All House District 75 and Senate District 13 residents are welcome. (Visit
vote.sos.ri.gov to determine your districts and see a list of the elected
officials who represent you.)
In addition to the gas outage, Senator Euer and Representative Carson
intend to discuss issues facing the state during the 2019 legislative session.
"We're happy to have this opportunity to connect with our neighbors as
the 2019 legislative session gets started. Senator Euer and I are looking
forward to hearing what the people of Newport would like to see us
accomplish at the State House, discussing the legislation we plan to
introduce and having a conversation about the issues facing the state this
year," said Representative Carson (D-Dist. 75, Newport).
Senator Euer (D-Dist. 13, Newport, Jamestown) added, "We'd like to
encourage all of our constituents in Newport and Jamestown to stop by
and chat with us. We are your voice at the State House, and we rely on
conversations with you to represent our community and its needs. We
want to hear what's on your minds, and we will listen."

Way of Love kickoff event: Saturday, February 16,
at St. Mary's, Portsmouth, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Can you imagine a world where love is the way?
Bishop Nicholas Knisely challenged us at the 2018 Diocesan Convention
to "live in a way that is recognizably different than the rest of the world ...
to walk the Way of Love." Take a step toward the Way of Love by joining
St. Mary's on February 26 to celebrate "Living the Way of Love: Practices
for a Jesus-Centered Life" and kick off a two-year focus on the Way of
Love. Bishop Knisely and seven other Rhode Island Episcopalians will
share how they live the seven Way of Love practices, followed by smallgroup discussion and brainstorming on how you can live these practices in
your own life and community.
Register on Eventbrite at thewayoflovekickoff02162019.eventbrite.com.
To find out more, go to episcopalri.org/ministries/way-of-love/.

Evensong & Benediction for Newport Winter Festival
Sunday, February 24, 4 p.m.
The Professional Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and
the St. John's Adult Choir sing festive music of Epiphanytide for a winter's
afternoon, including the joyous, dance-like anthem, "Tomorrow Shall Be
My Dancing Day," by Jeremy Filsell. Family-friendly; all are welcome.
Free; donations accepted.

In Case You Missed It
If you missed last Saturday's beautiful Candlemas service or coverage of it
in The Newport Daily News, check it out below:

Exercise Classes
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Vicky O'Connor Stretching Class
Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m. in the St. John's Guild Hall
Many of you know Guild Hall exercise guru Vicky O'Connor. Vicky
recently announced she would like to offer a functional stretching class to
help those who may not have it to achieve good mobility. The class is free
and open to all in the St. John's community, although donations are
welcome and benefit The Micah 6:8 Project, an organization working to
relieve poverty and human trafficking. The Guild Hall is wheelchair
accessible via ramps by the kitchen door and along the stage. If you or
someone you know is interested in attending this class and would like to
learn more, please contact Vicky at victoriaoconnor@msn.com

Save the Date

Choral Matins & Mardi Gras Community Brunch
Sunday, March 3, 11:45 a.m.
A brief festive service of Choral Matins (Sung Morning Prayer) will
precede a community brunch with a Mardi Gras theme at St. John's on the
Point. All are welcome to this party in celebration of the 125th anniversary
of the consecration of the Zabriskie Memorial Church building in 1894.
Come join the fun as the saints go marching in! Ticket link coming soon.

Ash Wednesday
Wednesday, March 6, Noon & 6:30 p.m.
The brief Noonday Mass is quiet and contemplative, without incense. The
6:30 Solemn High Mass features the choir and incense. The Reverend

Canon Jeremy Haselock, Household Chaplain to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II of England returns as our Distinguished Priest in Residence
throughout Lent and will be presenting a special Wednesdays in Lent series
(see below).

Wednesdays in Lent
March 13, 20 & 27; April 3 & 10 in the Guild Hall, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
"The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week, and Easter" with Canon Jeremy Haselock
Participants are invited to come to all
or any portion of the evening. The
program itself will be presented on the
previous Sunday evenings with supper
from 6-8 p.m. at Saint Stephen's
Church, 114 George Street in
Providence. Thus, if you know you
will miss an upcoming session, you can catch it at Saint Stephen's. As with
all our offerings, if you miss one, you can still attend the others. Volunteers
are needed to bring soup, bread, and salad. Please email
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org to sign up for one or more of the
Wednesdays listed above. The schedule for this special program is as
follows:

5:30 Evening Prayer & Low Mass
6:00 Stations of the Cross
6:30 Soup & Salad Supper
7:00 Lenten Program Presentation & Discussion
8:00 Compline
8:15 Dismissal

Give the Gift of Candlelight

The Sanctuary Lamp at the High
Altar this week has been given to
the Greater Glory of God and in
thanksgiving for the birthday of
Alex Dresser

If you would like to dedicate a candle, please email the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. The suggested donation for a candle
is $25, and dedications will be listed in the Evangelist and announced at the
Intentions of the Mass, as well as printed in the service leaflet, space and
deadlines permitting.
Candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar,
the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Supporting St. John's
Would you like to support St. John's?
It's never to late to pledge your support, or to make a donation, in any
amount.
If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's, please visit our
online pledge card here. For other ways to support St. John's, please visit
our
website here,
or
our
Facebook
page
at facebook.com/SaintJohnsNewport.
To give a one-time gift online with or without an account, please click here.
To give by text message:

And always, thank you for your generous support!

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Wednesday, Feb. 13:
Requiem for Sarah Morris Fish Webster
(Portrait by Carl A. Weidner, 1865-1906)

Tuesday, Feb. 26:
The Feast of St. Matthias the
Apostle, transferred from Feb. 25

Tuesday, March 19:
St. Joseph

The Choir School News

From our England Tour in August, video maestro Larry Kraman put
together this cut of Choral Evensong at Worcester Cathedral, England.
Directed by Dr. Barry Rose, OBE. A lovely harmony of beautiful music in

a historic and inspiring setting, helping to form lives of character and
service.

Introducing our new 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! The second edition is available at St. John's and by
request. Check out the Program Book for the latest about The Choir
School, our Choristers and expanded piano program, and our upcoming
services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among giving levels here:
You can download the program book here.

Bible Study This Sunday
The Rector's Bible Study is on hiatus until
Monday, March 10. Participants meet in the
Rector's Study on Sundays at noon. We will
continue with The Path. To enroll, email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or
call the parish office at 848-2561.

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study continues this
Tuesday, February 12, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall , when we will discuss
Chapter 4 of "Being Human" by Rowan
Williams , on
flourishing. Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join in the
conversation.

Service Details for This Weekend
Sunday, February 10
The Fifth Sunday after the Epiphany
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Br. Bill Weisert
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service bulletin.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, Feb. 10 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Feb. 10 - 12:15 p.m., Vestry Meeting

Monday, Feb. 11 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Monday, Feb. 11 - Rector's Book Study in NYC: Rowan Williams
Tuesday, Feb. 12 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Sunday, Feb. 17 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Monday, Feb. 18 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 19 - 9 a.m., (No) Rector's Book Study
Sunday, Feb. 24 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Feb. 24 - 4 p.m., Evensong & Benediction for Newport Winter
Festival
Monday, Feb. 25 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Feb. 26 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of St. Matthias

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

