The Evangelist
January 13, 2019

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey

Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
The next three Sundays at St. John's will be very busy, so busy, in fact,
that my new Bible Study will be on hiatus until February as the active
"Martha" side of the parish dominates over the contemplative "Mary" side
for a change.
We're taking down our Christmas decorations this Sunday, so I'm grateful
to anyone who can lend a hand following High Mass, particularly if you
return to St. John's after having attended Low Mass. "Many hands make
light work," as the saying goes. On the 20th, the Vestry will be meeting to
adopt a final budget and settle other matters that will be announced and

discussed at our Annual Meeting on the 27th, to which everyone is invited.
The meeting itself is open to the public, though you must be a contributor
of record and a confirmed communicant in good standing to vote.
Nonetheless, I hope our neighbors on the Point and beyond will be eager
to come, share in a light brunch, good fellowship, and hear the wonderful
things in store for this, the 125th anniversary year of the consecration of
the Zabriskie Memorial Church building. I've been waiting for 2019 to
come around for some time, and I'm practically bursting with excitement
now that it has finally arrived. I can't wait to tell you about our plans. We
will have with us that day special guests Donald Christ, chair of the Alletta
Morris McBean Charitable Trust, and Mohamad Farzan of NewPort
Architecture, LLC. If that doesn't pique your interest, I don't know what
will! So mark your calendar for our combined Mass at 9 a.m. on Sunday,
January 27, with the meeting beginning immediately following, around
10:30 or so, as soon as everyone has a chance to get some food and chat
a bit.
With a new year comes a new calendar, and I've been doing a lot of work
coordinating our Mass schedules with my personal commitments. I should
let you know now that I'll be away two Sundays in February. In the past,
you may have noticed that normally I don't give much (if any) notice of my
absences, particularly if I'll be away for just one Sunday. That's intentional.
I've noticed that when I do warn folks that I am planning on being away,
upon my return I'll look in the service register and find that significantly
fewer people have shown up for Mass! I do not regard this as a reflection
of my popularity so much as the human propensity to think that if the
rector's not around to notice, it's a good day to play hooky from church.
But I'm not the principal and you're not schoolchildren. So instead, I sneak
off like a schoolchild and surprise you with my absence! I know, it's very
naughty of me ...
In February, however, I hope to give you ample reason to come to church
even when I won't be here to take attendance. On the 17th, my family and I
will be in Washington, D.C., so I've arranged for our good friend Fr.
Andrew Mead, Rector Emeritus of Saint Thomas, Fifth Avenue, to be our
preacher and celebrant at both Masses. On the 24th, my family will be
back, but I will be in California, and I've arranged for Fr. Bill Locke to be
the preacher and celebrant at both Masses and to return that afternoon for
Evensong & Benediction! I am grateful to both colleagues for their
willingness to keep things running smoothly in my absence, as I am to my
dedicated and faithful acolytes corps whose members will be acting like
North Korean minders while Fr. Mead and Fr. Locke are among us,
making sure they don't steal the silver or find where our nuclear silos are

kept. (Hint: Don't go into the Undercroft).
I will be minding my own business while I'm in California. It's been about a
year and a half since I've been home to visit family and friends in my native
state. My father, as many of you know, is living with the early stages of
dementia, so my sister and I will be investigating his options for the future.
Currently, he is living with the assistance of a childless married couple who
look after him, but we anticipate that he will need a full-time memory care
facility in the not-too-distant future. Like several others in this
congregation, my father receives enough in retirement income to live
simply, but not enough to afford assisted living entirely out of pocket. And
yet, his income is too high for him to qualify for state or other forms of
assistance. This is where our elders on the margins of the middle class and
working class find themselves in the first quarter of the 21st Century: After
growing up as the children of the Great Depression and working for
decades to ensure they would not be impoverished in their old age, they
find themselves "too well off" to afford adequate care. I fear this does not
augur well for the Baby Boomer generation, whose oldest members turn 73
this year. My father, who turned 80 this past August, is experiencing now
what more and more Americans will encounter in the next decade.
These are not the usual cheery thoughts I like to dwell on in my Friday
letters, but this is our nation's reality, and it's a reality the blame for which
cannot be laid entirely at the feet of either Republicans or Democrats. In
our hyper-polarized civic life, we are being conditioned to believe that one
party or the other is entirely to blame while the other has all the solutions, if
only the other party would get out of the way or get out of office. This is
simply not true. I grew up in a proudly Republican household, where
"fiscal conservatism" and "moral majority" were the watchwords. Our
hearts thrummed with pride when we saw the Gipper on television - he was
from California, one of us! I remember hearing then-Speaker of the House
Tip O'Neill being disparaged by my father over the newspaper as a
"bleeding heart tax-and-spend Massachusetts liberal." (Who knew that
years later I would marry one of them?) But historians note that Ronald
Reagan and Tip O'Neill managed to work across the aisle to accomplish
many initiatives.

"The Gipper," Ronald Reagan, left, and then-Speaker of the House Tip O'Neill

According to the omniscient Wikipedia, "O'Neill was a leading opponent
of the Reagan administration's domestic and defense policies. Following
the 1980 election, with the U.S. Senate controlled by Republicans, O'Neill
became the leader of the congressional opposition. O'Neill even went as
far as calling Ronald Reagan 'the most ignorant man who had ever
occupied the White House.' O'Neill also said that Reagan was 'Herbert
Hoover with a smile' and 'a cheerleader for selfishness.' He also said that
Reagan's policies meant that his presidency was 'one big Christmas party
for the rich.' Privately, O'Neill and Reagan were always on cordial terms,
or as Reagan himself put it in his memoirs, they were friends 'after 6PM.'
O'Neill in that same memoir when questioned by Reagan regarding a
personal attack against the President that made the paper, explained that
'before 6PM it's all politics.' Reagan once compared O'Neill to the classic
arcade game Pac-Man in a speech, saying that he was 'a round thing that
gobbles up money.' He also once joked he had received a valentine
card from O'Neill: 'I knew it was from Tip, because the heart was
bleeding.'"
Oh, for the good old days of bipartisanship!
In any event, I ask for your prayers as my sister and I investigate what is
possible given our current circumstances, and while you're at it, I
recommend you pray for the generation that's coming along right behind
my father's. None of us is getting any younger, after all.
In the meantime, while you are in good health, help us put away the
Christmas trees and come to our Annual Meeting to hear about and

participate in a brighter future for St. John's, one that has the possibility of
standing the test of time longer than our bodies will. After all, we look to
an eternity with God, and the best we can do is provide for a legacy for
future generations that will help them along the road to that Kingdom where
there is no Republican or Democrat, but where God is ruler of all and Our
Lord is the Prince of Peace.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

This Weekend
Church Un-Decorating Day: January 13

On Sunday, January 13, plan on staying after the High Mass on to help
take down the remaining Christmas decorations and tidy up the church.
The bigger the crew, the faster we will finish! If you attend Low Mass,
please plan on coming back to church around lunch time to pitch in for an
hour or so. Your help is greatly appreciated.

Annual Meeting

We won't claim that the Devil made us do it, but January is Annual Meeting
month. We will have some special guests (not of the horned and
pitchforked variety, we assure you), so we hope everyone will make it a
priority to come to our Combined Mass at 9 a.m. on Sunday, January 27,
and the Annual Meeting following. We are kicking off an entire year of
celebrations of the 125th anniversary of the dedication in 1894 of the
Zabriskie Memorial Church building!

Upcoming

Candlemas: Saturday, February 2, 11:00 a.m.
A Procession and Solemn High Mass for the Feast of the Presentation of
Our Lord Jesus Christ in the Temple, also known as the Purification of the
Blessed Virgin Mary, also known as Candlemas, will be celebrated at St.
John's on Saturday, February 2 at 11:00 a.m. If you wish to donate candle
money in memory or honor of a loved one, please make out a check with
"candles" in the memo line. Our Paschal Candle alone costs in the
neighborhood of $200, and all donations towards defraying our candle
expenses are gratefully received. The candles for use in the church for the
coming year will be blessed at this Mass.

The Blessing of Throats: Sunday, February 3
The Blessing of Throats in honor of St. Blaise will follow each Mass on
Sunday, February 3rd in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament.

Way of Love kickoff event: Saturday, February 16,
at St. Mary's, Portsmouth, 8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Can you imagine a world where love is the way?
Bishop Nicholas Knisely challenged us at the 2018 Diocesan Convention
to "live in a way that is recognizably different than the rest of the world ...
to walk the Way of Love." Take a step toward the Way of Love by joining
St. Mary's on February 26 to celebrate "Living the Way of Love: Practices
for a Jesus-Centered Life" and kick off a two-year focus on the Way of
Love. Bishop Knisely and seven other Rhode Island Episcopalians will
share how they live the seven Way of Love practices, followed by smallgroup discussion and brainstorming on how you can live these practices in
your own life and community.
Register on Eventbrite at thewayoflovekickoff02162019.eventbrite.com.
To find out more, go to episcopalri.org/ministries/way-of-love/.

Stewardship Update

THANK YOU!

We now have recorded pledges totaling over $227,000! While we would
of course like to record $23,000 more to reach our audacious $250,000
goal, based on an analysis on the average of giving patterns over the past
three years, we are projecting that we will indeed reach, if not exceed,
$250,000 in pledge revenue in 2019 due to the tendency of several
generous parishioners to over-pay their annual pledges. You can be one of
those by simply adding a dollar or two more than you have pledged to give
when you write your check every week. Your support makes all the
difference. Thank you to all the donors who are making this possible!
If you have not yet made a pledge and would like to, or if you would like

to increase a pledge you have already made, please click here or on the
images below to do so.

See "A Call to Love" below for more details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.
Please Note: You will be thanked by name in our Annual Report and
possibly elsewhere unless you explicitly tell us to list you as
"Anonymous." You can do so by checking the box on the back of
the pledge card or on the online form, or by emailing the office
at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Be assured that we respect your privacy and would never publish names
with giving ranges such as you see above without your express written
permission in advance. The Annual Report will list the names of those who
have pledged in 2018 and 2019 in alphabetical order, without dollar
amounts or giving levels indicated.

How to Set Up Your Payments
Now that you've made your pledge, why not automate it? Here's how:
1. Log in to your Realm account. (If you don't have a login, you can create
one here.)
2. Once you are in your Realm account, in the upper right hand corner,
you will see your name. Press the arrow next to it to reveal the menu
underneath, and choose the My Profile option.

3. Select Giving from the menu on the left hand side of the screen ...

4. You should then be able to see your giving history. Choose the "+
Give" option from the menu above it.

5. The "Give Now" screen will come up. Here you can enter your gift
amount, frequency, and bank account or credit card information.

Voila! You have now set your account up to have your pledge payments
deducted directly from your preferred bank account or charged to your
favorite credit card. If you have a rewards card, you even earn points for
paying your pledge by credit card!

A Call to Love
Have you changed your address, phone number, email, or any other
contact information? Please be in touch with Parish Administrator Melanie
Ventura at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org so that
we may update our records.
If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!
If you have requested or are expecting pledge envelopes, please look for
them in the back of the church with your name on them. If you do not see
your envelopes there and would like some, please let Fr. Humphrey know

or contact the office at 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Give the Gift of Candlelight

The Sanctuary Lamp Candle at
the High Altar is given to the
greater Glory of God and in
thanksgiving for the birth of
Will Karner.

If you would like to dedicate a candle, please email the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. Dedications will be listed in the

Evangelist and announced at the Intentions of the Mass, as well as being
printed in the service leaflet, space and time permitting.
Candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar,
the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Financial Focus

New time, please note: Would you like to participate in
a financial planning focus group at St. John's? Point
Resident Brian Hickox of Independence Financial
Partners will be making an information-only presentation
on Friday, January 25th, at 6:30 p.m. in the Guild Hall
lounge to help people plan ahead for a comfortable and
simple retirement. To sign up for this educational focus
group, which will help St. John's gauge what planning tools would be most
useful to parishioners, please email Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org. Space is limited, so RSVP no later than Tuesday, January
22nd. Because of Low Mass that evening, the time has been pushed back
from 6:00 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.

Low Masses

There will be a low Mass in the Chapel of the Blessed Sacrament
immediately following Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Friday, Jan. 18: The Confession
of Saint Peter the Apostle

Friday, Jan. 25: The Conversion
of Saint Paul the Apostle.

Wednesday, January 30: King Charles, Martyr

Tuesday, Feb. 26:
The Feast of St. Matthias the
Apostle, transferred from Feb. 25

Tuesday, March 19:
St. Joseph

The Choir School News

Save the Date!
The piano students from our expanded choir program will be performing
a Choir School Piano Program Student Recital on Saturday, Feb. 9, at 4
p.m. in the St. John's Guild Hall (Snow Date Feb. 10). Each student will
play a separate piano in an exciting ten-piano "play-in," also with individual
performers. Reception following.
Beginning in October 2018, we split our Professional Choristers Division
into two choirs: one for girls and one for boys, and introduced the study of
piano as part of the curriculum for eligible lower-income families. Our
program has provided lessons, high-quality keyboards for home practice,
lesson books, choir school tuition, a recruiting campaign. This pilot
program will run through January; thereafter we expect to be eligible for
continuing grants for what we hope will have a very meaningful impact on
underserved students in Newport County.

From our England Tour in August, video maestro Larry Kraman put
together this cut of Choral Evensong at Worcester Cathedral, England.
Directed by Dr. Barry Rose, OBE. A lovely harmony of beautiful music in
a historic and inspiring setting, helping to form lives of character and
service.

Introducing our new 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! The second edition is available at St. John's and by
request. Check out the Program Book for the latest about The Choir
School, our Choristers and expanded piano program, and our upcoming
services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among these giving levels:
Friends: $15-$24
Friends will have their names listed in the Program Book.
Sponsors: $25-$49
Sponsors will have their names listed in the Program Book.
Benefactors: $50-$99
Benefactors will have their names listed in the Program
Book, with an optional message of up to 10 words.
Patrons: $100-$249
Patrons will have their names listed in the Program Book, along with an
optional message of up to 20 words.
Founders' Circle: $250-$499

Founders' Circle members will be named in the Program Book, along with
an optional message of up to 20 words, and receive free admission for two
people to all concerts in the program year in which their gifts are received.
Adopt-a-Chorister Program: $500 for one chorister or $750 for two
In addition to free admission for two people to all program-year concerts,
individual or corporate chorister sponsors have the privilege of presenting
a named choristership to a child for that program year. (For instance: "The
2019 Jane Smith Memorial Choristership to Eva B." or "The 2019 Newport
Physicians' Group Choristership to Johnny R.") The named choristership
will be listed in the next Program Book (Fall 2019) under that chorister's
biography, and program participants will be invited to a special event to
celebrate those choristers and be serenaded as a thank-you. Endowed
named choristerships in perpetuity are also available. Please contact the
Development Office for more details.
Annual Membership: $1,000 and up
In addition to being listed in the Program Book with an optional business
listing and message of up to 20 words, Annual Members receive free
admission for four people to all concerts, 10% off any Choir School
merchandise (recordings, Newportopoly, polo shirts, and more!), and are
invited to a special thank-you reception and serenade in their honor.
Additional Giving Opportunities
Named individual or corporate sponsorships of concerts and events are
also available, either on an annual or perpetually endowed basis.
If you would like to support The Choir School, write a check payable to
The Choir School of Newport County in any of the amounts listed above
with "Program Book" in the memo line or contact our Development Office
at at development@thechoirschoolri.org or 401-848-2562. We also accept
credit cards. Anonymous donors are also welcome! Simply add
"Anonymous" on the memo line or convey your wishes to the office.
Stay tuned for more information or inquire of the Development Office. We
are looking to raise at least $75,000 from individual donors for the 20182019 program year. Thank you for supporting this unique program for
young people in our community.
And don't forget to support our advertisers, who help keep The Choir
School going along with our generous donors!
You can download the program book here or clicking the book at the top.

New Bible Study Details
Due to the Undecorating Day, Vestry, and Annual
Meeting, the Rector's Bible Study is on hiatus until
February 3rd. On that day, we will continue with
the first two chapters of The Path on Sundays at
noon in the Rector's Study. To enroll, email Fr.
Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or
call the parish office at 848-2561.

Hello all,
We wish you peace and joy, and a Happy New Year! Please watch this
space for updates!
All the best,
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study resumes this Tuesday,
Jan. 8, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study in the
Guild Hall, when we will discuss Chapter 1 of
"Being Human" by Rowan Williams. Please
RSVP to rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join
in the conversation.
Interested in more Rowan Williams? See below.

The Rector's Book Study is taking a field trip to New York City! In
commemoration of 45 years of a distinguished career and life in ministry,
Rowan Williams will offer extended thoughts on his work and "Being
Christian," and will reflect on his life in ministry at the Paddock Lectures
2019: Rowan Williams on Monday, Feb. 11, at General Seminary, New
York City. Im mediately following, the seminary will host its Convocation,
which will include the conferral of honorary degrees on Williams as well as
Michael B. Curry, the Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church. Curry
will preach during the service. Tickets are available at:
www.eventbrite.com/e/the-paddock-lectures-2019-rowan-williams-tickets53029264959.

Welcome Back, Canon Haselock

Fr. Humphrey is pleased to announce that he
has invited the Reverend Canon Jeremy
Haselock, household chaplain to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II to return to St. John's over
Lent. Recently, the Vestry voted unanimously to
underwrite Canon Haselock's airfare. A member
of the Vestry noted that it is sometimes possible
to donate frequent flier miles and other air miles
rewards points, and encouraged us to solicit
those from the community. Canon Haselock
flies on Virgin Atlantic, which also has a
reciprocal agreement with Delta, so if you have
Delta or Virgin air miles, you can donate them to
the cause.
Canon Haselock will again be our Distinguished
Priest in Residence from Ash Wednesday through the Fifth Sunday in Lent (6
March through 7 April), during which time he will present a series on Wednesday
nights entitled, "The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week and Easter." Canon Haselock will repeat this program on Sunday
nights in Lent at our sister parish, Saint Stephen's, Providence, which is cosponsoring Canon Haselock's time in Rhode Island. Sadly, he will not be with us
for Holy Week and Easter, having previously accepted an invitation to Australia!
_____________________________________________________________

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Jan. 13, 2019
The First Sunday after Epiphany:
The Baptism of Our Lord
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Patricia Burdick
Crucifer & Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here or below for this week's program book.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, Jan. 13 - Noon, Church Undecorating; No Rector's Bible
Study

Monday, Jan. 14 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Jan. 15 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Friday, Jan. 18 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for St. Peter the Apostle
Sunday, Jan. 20 - Noon (No) Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Jan. 20 - 12:15 p.m., Vestry Meeting
Monday, Jan. 21 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Jan. 22 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Friday, Jan. 25 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Conversion of St. Paul
Sunday, Jan. 27 - Noon, (No) Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Jan. 27 - 9 a.m., Combined Morning Mass followed by Annual
Meeting.
Monday, Jan. 28 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Jan. 29, - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, Jan. 30 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for King Charles, Martyr

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).
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