The Evangelist
December 30, 2018

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
My heart is full of gratitude towards all those who made this past
Christmas Eve the best one I've had in Newport, perhaps even my best
ever!
It all began well before Advent, when John Sawicki approached me with a
vision for the Christmas floral designs. I didn't even want to think about
Christmas in November, but he prevailed upon me to plan ahead, and I am
grateful. In the execution of his plans he had the dedicated assistance of
several friends, chief among them Tom Hockaday and Bill Martin, who
spent whole days decorating the church in stages throughout Advent.
While I permitted the Rood Screen to be decorated in advance of the
Christmas on the Point concert, I had declared, with my usual
imperiousness, that they couldn't decorate the high altar with anything until
Rose Sunday, the Third Sunday of Advent, and only then with greens
chastely adorning either side. Further, they would have to wait until after
the Fourth Sunday in Advent to put any color at all up at the altar.
Sometimes, one has an entire week between the Fourth Sunday and
Christmas Eve, but this year Fourth Advent fell on December 23 rd, so the
crew had very little time to decorate. Yet they were obedient to my
liturgical tyranny, for which I am exceedingly grateful.

Melanie also suffered under my unforgiving regime, cranking out press
releases and special service booklets like a house on fire. She was
indefatigable, though sadly, our photocopier was not, and decided to die
ignominiously at the beginning of Advent! After spending more money
than we had in the budget on Minuteman Press, I put myself at the mercy
of Mother Anita at Emmanuel Church, who kindly allowed us to run our
service leaflets until we could take delivery of a new photocopier the week
of Christmas. I am grateful to Melanie for researching and recommending a
new lease and service contract, and for the assistance Jenn Berton
provided in connecting us with a local business provider, not to mention
the quick responsiveness of the Wardens & Vestry in approving this
unbudgeted item.

In the midst of the high drama of the copier, Peter went about preparing
the adults, the girls, the boys, and the string quartet -- as well as producing
the second edition of the Choir School's Program Book for 2018-2019
(see Choir School News below). His can-do work ethic never ceases to
amaze me. Our Advent Lessons & Carols (pictured below), Christmas on
the Point, and Christmas Eve services were superb not simply as musical
performances but as offerings of love and devotion to God. The concert
in particular moved me deeply. There were fewer people at the concert
than in years past, which I attributed in part to the cold weather, but those
who were there agreed it was well worth braving the bay winds to hear. I
suspect that those who did attend spread the word far and wide, because
the Haydn "Little Organ Mass" setting was so magnificent and the carols
so festive that it managed to whet our appetite for Christmas Eve like
nothing else.

But if you missed the Haydn at the concert or on Christmas
Eve, take heart: the "Little Organ Mass" will be reprised at
our Epiphany celebration on January 6th at 10 a.m.!
I am supremely grateful for the dedicated hard work of our choir members
and choristers, and particularly for the parents and guardians of the girls
and boys who make it possible for us to have any students in the Choir
School in the first place. To them and to the donors who support the
Choir School's mission, I offer my heartfelt thanks. Our donors, parents
& guardians, students, and adult singers have been at the heart of
this parish's renaissance, supported by every single parishioner,
neighbor, and friend who comes through our doors. I do not have
the words to express adequately my love and appreciation for all of

you.

When I attended Anne Cuvelier's holiday party at the Sanford-Covell Villa
Marina six days after the concert, I was pleasantly surprised by the number
of neighbors who told me they planned on attending either the Family
Mass or Midnight Mass five nights hence. In some cases, I admit to being
a Doubting Thomas, but when Christmas Eve came around, and I turned
around to look at the congregation, I was astounded by the turnout, and by
the number of familiar faces that smiled back at me during the procession
to the Creche.
The ushers, acolytes, and other behind-the-the scenes help (in charge of
lighting, Altar Guild, and so much more) did a tremendous job. I especially
thank the ushers for their warm welcome to our visitors and guests, and for
making sure that everyone got in and out of church safely! I'm especially
grateful to the Newport Fire Marshal and American Alarms for teaching us
how to ensure that we could safely light and extinguish our chandeliers
without setting off the fire alarm!
I was so blessed to have my Liturgical A Team at both Masses. Patty
Burdick and Br. Bill Weisert kept the processions from taking any wrong
turns. It was a relief to have an able MC in Tyler Will at the Midnight
Mass, and having the same subdeacons at both Masses meant that we

could simply "rinse and repeat." Thank you, Robert Regalbuto and Bill
Lippe, my right-hand and left-hand men, respectively. John Sawicki served
ably as acolyte at both services, with his usual attention to detail and
cheerful rapport with his colleagues in the corps. And who will ever forget
our Bambino Bearer at the five o'clock service, whose sister was baptized
just two days later, at our St. John's Day festivities?
Larry Kraman was a last-minute pinch hitter for our photographer, who fell
ill earlier in the day. I am so glad my Jewish friend and former neighbor
hadn't planned on attending any other church on Christmas Eve!
My penultimate thanks is reserved for the people who attended these two
services, as well as for all of you who would have liked to have been with
us, but could not due to illness, travel, distance, or other
commitments. Last year, we welcomed over two hundred people. This
year, we were just five people shy of three hundred! We can't expect this
sort of inflation to last forever, of course, but it's wonderful to see how St.
John's has continued to engage the wider community and how many
people are choosing to celebrate Our Savior's birth with us every year.
Thus, my biggest thank-you of all is reserved for that baby in the manger,
whose Incarnation truly created what we have today.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Extra! Extra!

The Guild Hall is now a distribution point for copies of Newport This
Week. They are conveniently located on the green bench under the coat
hooks by the bathrooms. Help yourself to a copy or two!

This Weekend

Tyler Will and Megan Roy cordially invite the St. John's community
t o their wedding ceremony on Saturday, December 29th, at 2 p.m. at
St. John's. An intimate, off-site reception is reserved for a small group of
family and close friends.

Sunday, December 30, 10:00 a.m.:
The First Sunday after Christmas Day
The Twelve Days of Christmas continue on the 30th. If you're a lover of
Christmas carols, you don't have to stop singing them on the 25th! Join us
at 10 a.m. for High Mass. The 8 o'clock service is quieter, without music,
but as full of Christmas joy as the later service.

Sunday, December 30, 4:00 p.m.:
Christmas Lessons & Carols at Trinity Church
The Trinity Church Choir and the St. John's Adult Choir combine in a
traditional musical treat on Historic Hill.

New Year's Day at Our Sister Parish

St. John's and Saint Stephen's, Providence, welcome all to a sung Joint
Mass for the Feast of the Holy Name at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 1, at Saint
Stephen's.
Saint Stephen's is located at 114 George St., Providence.

We have been invited to join the clergy and people of Saint Stephen's in
their annual New Year's Day Dinner for the Hungry at noon. If you can
help, please contact the dinner coordinator Bobby Rose via email at
PoohAndRoo2@gmail.com, or contact Susan in their parish office at 4216702, Ext. 1, or via email at office@sstephens.necoxmail.com. Donations

are welcome of new scarves, mittens, hats and socks, as well as personal
hygiene products such as soaps and toothbrushes.
"For I was hungry, and you gave me food: I was thirsty, and you
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and you welcomed me ..." Matthew
25:35

Epiphany - Correction
Sunday, January 6: The Feast of the Epiphany
10:00 a.m.

Our celebration of Christmas concludes with the feast of the Epiphany on
Sunday, January 6, at 10 a.m., not at 6:30 p.m. as originally advertised. If
you missed Haydn's stunning "Little Organ Mass" on Christmas Eve, it will
be reprised on Epiphany with the Professional Choristers of The Choir
School of Newport County and the St. John's Adult Choir. Hope to see
you then!

Got Baptism?

Sunday, January 13, 10 a.m.:
The First Sunday after the Epiphany,
The Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord
Do you have a child whom you would like to see baptized in this parish
church? Or perhaps you have been contemplating baptism for yourself!
The Rector welcomes all inquiries at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. The
Baptism of Jesus by his cousin John in the River Jordan is remembered on
this day, and it is particularly appropriate to celebrate baptisms on this
great feast.

Annual Meeting

We won't claim that the Devil made us do it, but January is Annual Meeting
month. We will have some special guests (not of the horned and
pitchforked variety, we assure you), so we hope everyone will make it a
priority to come to our Combined Mass at 9 a.m. on Sunday, January 27,
and the Annual Meeting following. We are kicking off an entire year of
celebrations of the 125th anniversary of the dedication in 1894 of the
Zabriskie Memorial Church building!

Seeking Shutterbugs
Are you a great photographer and available to be
a shutterbug during our services and special
events? If so, the rector wants to hear from you!
Alternatively, if you'd like to sponsor a
professional photographer for any particular
service or event, we can hire one for $150/hour.
With several special services coming up, we'd
like to be able to photograph these events for

future Annual Reports and our archives. The rector may be contacted at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042.

Stewardship Update

CONGRATULATIONS!
We now have recorded pledges totaling over $225,000! While we would
of course like to record $25,000 more before the end of the year to reach
our audacious $250,000 goal, based on an analysis on the average of
giving patterns over the past three years, we are projecting that we will
indeed reach, if not exceed, $250,000 in pledge revenue in 2019 due to the
tendency of several generous parishioners to over-pay their annual pledges.
You can be one of those by simply adding a dollar or two more than you
have pledged to give when you write your check every week. Your support
makes all the difference. Thank you to all the donors who are making this
possible!
As we approach year's end, please also keep in mind that year-end gifts of
cash or appreciated stock are also welcome, both for 2018 and as we head
into 2019.
If you have not yet made a pledge and would like to, or if you would like
to increase a pledge you have already made, please click here or on the
images below to do so.

See "A Call to Love" below for more details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.
Please Note: You will be thanked by name in our Annual Report and
possibly elsewhere unless you explicitly tell us to list you as
"Anonymous." You can do so by checking the box on the back of
the pledge card or on the online form, or by emailing the office
at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Be assured that we respect your privacy and would never publish names
with giving ranges such as you see above without your express written
permission in advance. The Annual Report will list the names of those who
have pledged in 2018 and 2019 in alphabetical order, without dollar
amounts or giving levels indicated.

A Call to Love
Have you changed your address, phone number, email, or any other
contact information? Please be in touch with Parish Administrator Melanie
Ventura at (401) 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org so that
we may update our records.

If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!
If you have requested or are expecting pledge envelopes, please look for
them in the back of the church with your name on them. If you do not see
your envelopes there and would like some, please let Fr. Humphrey know
or contact the office at 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Give the Gift of Candlelight

The Christmas Candle is given
to the greater Glory of God and
in thanksgiving for Jenn Berton.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle at
the High Altar is given to the
greater Glory of God and in
thanksgiving for Jessica
Bettencourt.
The Sanctuary Lamp Candle in
the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament is given to the
greater Glory of God and in
thanksgiving for Anne Goewey.

The candles at the Mary Shrine
are given to the greater Glory
of God and in thanksgiving for
MaryLou Chase.

If you would like to dedicate a candle, please email the Parish Office at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. Dedications will be listed in the
Evangelist and announced at the Intentions of the Mass, as well as being
printed in the service leaflet, space and time permitting.
Candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar,
the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

Financial Focus

Would you like to participate in a financial planning
focus group at St. John's? Point Resident Brian Hickox
of Independence Financial Partners will be making a
presentation on Friday, January 25th, at 6 p.m. in the
Guild Hall lounge for a limited number of people. To
sign up for this educational focus group, which will help
St. John's gauge what planning tools would be most
useful to parishioners, please email Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohnsnewport.org no later than Tuesday, January 15th.

Low Masses
There will be a low Mass immediately following Evening Prayer at
5:30 p.m. on the following dates:

Friday, Jan. 18:
The Confession of
Saint Peter the Apostle

Friday, Dec. 28: Holy Innocents

Friday, Jan. 25:
The Conversion of
Saint Paul the Apostle.

The Choir School News

From our England Tour in August, video maestro Larry Kraman put
together this cut of Choral Evensong at Worcester Cathedral, England.
Directed by Dr. Barry Rose, OBE. A lovely harmony of beautiful music in
a historic and inspiring setting, helping to form lives of character and
service.

Introducing our new 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! The second edition is available at St. John's and by
request. Check out the Program Book for the latest about The Choir
School, our Choristers and expanded piano program, and our upcoming
services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among these giving levels:
Friends: $15-$24
Friends will have their names listed in the Program Book.
Sponsors: $25-$49
Sponsors will have their names listed in the Program Book.
Benefactors: $50-$99
Benefactors will have their names listed in the Program
Book, with an optional message of up to 10 words.
Patrons: $100-$249
Patrons will have their names listed in the Program Book, along with an
optional message of up to 20 words.
Founders' Circle: $250-$499
Founders' Circle members will be named in the Program Book, along with
an optional message of up to 20 words, and receive free admission for two
people to all concerts in the program year in which their gifts are received.
Adopt-a-Chorister Program: $500 for one chorister or $750 for two
In addition to free admission for two people to all program-year concerts,
individual or corporate chorister sponsors have the privilege of presenting
a named choristership to a child for that program year. (For instance: "The
2019 Jane Smith Memorial Choristership to Eva B." or "The 2019 Newport
Physicians' Group Choristership to Johnny R.") The named choristership
will be listed in the next Program Book (Fall 2019) under that chorister's
biography, and program participants will be invited to a special event to
celebrate those choristers and be serenaded as a thank-you. Endowed
named choristerships in perpetuity are also available. Please contact the
Development Office for more details.
Annual Membership: $1,000 and up
In addition to being listed in the Program Book with an optional business
listing and message of up to 20 words, Annual Members receive free

admission for four people to all concerts, 10% off any Choir School
merchandise (recordings, Newportopoly, polo shirts, and more!), and are
invited to a special thank-you reception and serenade in their honor.
Additional Giving Opportunities
Named individual or corporate sponsorships of concerts and events are
also available, either on an annual or perpetually endowed basis.
If you would like to support The Choir School, write a check payable to
The Choir School of Newport County in any of the amounts listed above
with "Program Book" in the memo line or contact our Development Office
at at development@thechoirschoolri.org or 401-848-2562. We also accept
credit cards. Anonymous donors are also welcome! Simply add
"Anonymous" on the memo line or convey your wishes to the office.
Stay tuned for more information or inquire of the Development Office. We
are looking to raise at least $75,000 from individual donors for the 20182019 program year. Thank you for supporting this unique program for
young people in our community.
And don't forget to support our advertisers, who help keep The Choir
School going along with our generous donors!
You can download the program book here or clicking the book at the top.

The Samaritans Ministry

Fifth Sunday Food Drive -- YES, Virginia, in addition to Santa Claus,
December has FIVE Sundays this year. And that means it is time for
another Fifth Sunday Food Drive. But, to give us all time to celebrate the
birth of our Lord and adjust to the arrival of yet another new year, the
collection date will be Sunday, January 6 (not 30 December).
Bags for donations and cards with suggested items to purchase will be out
by the exits from the sanctuary and in the Guild Hall on Sunday, December
30, and Sunday, January 6. We will be taking all the items donated to the
MLK Center on Monday, January 7. Thank you to all for helping us
continue this worthy outreach project!
Donations including nonperishable food items, toiletries and household
cleaning supplies are collected. In lieu of goods, gift cards
also are welcome, preferably to Aldi's, but Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS,
Walgreens and Rite Aid also are welcome. These are used by MLK staff
to purchase items to stock their pantry.
Please contact Deacon Close a t buckclose@gmail.com
9041 with parish and/or community needs.

or 401-864-

New Bible Study Details
Our new Bible Study on Sundays at noon in the Rector's Study
commences this Sunday, December 30th. If you wish to enroll in this Bible
Study, email Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or call the
parish office at 848-2561.

Hello all,
We wish you peace and joy, and a Happy New Year! Please watch this
space for updates!
All the best,
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth

Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study is on hiatus until
Tuesday, Jan. 8, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's Study
in the Guild Hall, when we will discuss Chapter 1
of "Being Human" by Rowan Williams. Please
RSVP to rector@saintjohns-newport.org to join
in the conversation.
Interested in more Rowan Williams? See below.

The Rector's Book Study is taking a field trip to New York City! In
commemoration of 45 years of a distinguished career and life in ministry,
Rowan Williams will offer extended thoughts on his work and "Being
Christian," and will reflect on his life in ministry at the Paddock Lectures
2019: Rowan Williams on Monday, Feb. 11, at General Seminary, New
York City. Im mediately following, the seminary will host its Convocation,
which will include the conferral of honorary degrees on Williams as well as
Michael B. Curry, the Presiding Bishop of The Episcopal Church. Curry
will preach during the service. Tickets are available at:
www.eventbrite.com/e/the-paddock-lectures-2019-rowan-williams-tickets53029264959.

Welcome Back, Canon Haselock

Fr. Humphrey is pleased to announce that he
has invited the Reverend Canon Jeremy
Haselock, household chaplain to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II to return to St. John's over
Lent. Recently, the Vestry voted unanimously to
underwrite Canon Haselock's airfare. A member
of the Vestry noted that it is sometimes possible
to donate frequent flier miles and other air miles
rewards points, and encouraged us to solicit
those from the community. Canon Haselock
flies on Virgin Atlantic, which also has a
reciprocal agreement with Delta, so if you have
Delta or Virgin air miles, you can donate them to
the cause.
Canon Haselock will again be our Distinguished
Priest in Residence from Ash Wednesday through the Fifth Sunday in Lent (6
March through 7 April), during which time he will present a series on Wednesday
nights entitled, "The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week and Easter." Canon Haselock will repeat this program on Sunday
nights in Lent at our sister parish, Saint Stephen's, Providence, which is cosponsoring Canon Haselock's time in Rhode Island. Sadly, he will not be with us
for Holy Week and Easter, having previously accepted an invitation to Australia!
_____________________________________________________________

Service Details for Sunday
Saturday, Dec. 29, 2018
Solemn Nuptial Mass for Tyler Will & Megan Roy at 2 p.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Michael Northup
Thurifer: Br. Bill Weisert
Acolyte: John Sawicki

Sunday, Dec. 30, 2018
The First Sunday after Christmas Day
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Patricia Burdick & Bill Lippe
Thurifer & Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Calendar at a Glance
Friday, Dec. 28 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of Holy Innocents
Saturday, Dec. 29 - 2 p.m., Wedding of Tyler Roy and Megan Roy
Sunday, Dec. 30 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study
Sunday, Dec. 30 - 4 p.m., Christmas Lessons & Carols at Trinity
Church
Monday, Dec. 31 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Jan. 1 - 10 a.m., The Feast of the Holy Name at Saint
Stephen's, Providence
Sunday, Jan. 6 - 10 a.m., The Feast of the Epiphany
Monday, Jan. 7 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Monday, Jan. 7 - Fifth Sunday Food Drive delivered to MLK Center
Tuesday, Jan. 8 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study resumes
Wednesday, Jan. 9 - 12:15, Executive Committee

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).
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