The Evangelist
December 9, 2018

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
I greatly admired George Herbert Walker Bush as a human being, devout
Episcopalian, and statesman, so like millions of other people, I watched
the broadcast of his funeral at the National Cathedral. I spent eight years as
a priest of the Diocese of Washington, so I knew pretty much every priest
and bishop involved in the funeral, as well as the vergers, one of whom
remarked last time I saw her that, "We raised you from a pup," remarking
on the fact that she knew me from attending daily Evensong at the
cathedral well before I was ever ordained. The priest in charge of all of the
cathedral's worship services, Canon Rose Duncan, used to have an office
across the hall from my wife when they both worked at the same parish in
D.C. I was on the nominating committee that put Bp. Budde on the slate,
so watching the funeral from that perspective made me feel very much at
home. Those were my people, doing for the late president what any priest
would do for any human being who professed the Christian faith in life.
But this letter isn't about me. (O.K., it is. But I'm hoping it resonates.)
Having lived in D.C., I can name drop until the cows come home, but what
I really want to reflect on is the tribute given by Alan Simpson, the former
United States Senator from Wyoming. He begins his remarks by saying,
"Relax. George told me I only had ten minutes. He was very direct about
it; he wasn't even funny." And then he goes on for eleven minutes and
eighteen seconds. I'm sure the frequent laughter and even occasional
bursts of applause stretched it out; in any event, it was a fine tribute. But in

my opinion, he doesn't get to his main point until the nine minute and fortyeight second mark in this video. He says something I would like people to
say of me when I'm dead and gone, namely, "He never lost his sense of
humor. Humor is the universal solvent against the abrasive elements of life.
That's what humor is. He never hated anyone. He knew what his mother
and my mother always knew: hatred corrodes the container it's carried in."
I'm pretty confident that I won't lose my sense of humor, though I can
imagine circumstances under which I might be able only to muster gallows
humor. I might end up in a persistent vegetative state for all I know, but
perhaps I'll have a vegetable's sense of humor: the comic imagination of an
asparagus, perhaps.

It's that second thing that's more elusive: "He never hated anyone."
Politicians are given to hyperbole even more than preachers, so I don't
think I can take that statement literally. I'm sure that the late president, like
every other human being, felt hatred. New York Times columnist Maureen
Dowd, in a charming column on their relationship entitled The Patrician
President and the Reporterette: A Screwball Story bore witness that he did,
in fact, get angry, which is a precursor to hatred. For instance, Dowd
recounts receiving notes from him that were both humorous and honest:
"At times, typing on what he called "my little IBM,'' he signed off "Con
afecto, GB,'' or if I was writing critically about his sons, "Con Afecto, still,
just barely though! gb.'' Or "Love" scratched out and replaced with the

handwritten rebuke, "not quite there yet." Later on, she writes,
"Sometimes, H.W. talked about his 'madness Richter scale' or declared
himself 'double dip angry' with me after a tough column on W. 'You see, I
like this exchange with you, but, as confessed before, I get angry with
you!' ''
I imagine that in those and many stronger flashes of anger, he felt varying
degrees of hatred, bitterness, resentment -- all the emotions known to
humanity. But the way Maureen Dowd tells it, at least, he seemed
constitutionally unable to hold on to his anger long enough to let it oxidate
into hatred, at least not for long. Like some people I've been blessed to
know, perhaps occasionally a rusty hole appeared in the container of his
soul. But I am convinced that the ministry of word and sacrament of which
he constantly availed himself was ever at work to repair it, welding a new
piece of redeemed soul in place of the corrupted bits. And I believe that
this process will continue to be at work in him as, increasing in the
knowledge and love of God, he will "go from strength to strength in the life
of perfect service in [God's] heavenly kingdom," as our prayer book puts
it in the burial service, until at last he sees God "face to face." For a man
who built his life on the ideals of service, I can imagine he has been wellprepared by life, fortified by the word of God and fed with the food for
the journey he is now undertaking. May we all, despite our foibles and sins,
share the same end.
I am tempted to end on that note, but I feel compelled to poke at my own
rusty soul, and to challenge you to do the same this Advent. In a couple of
weeks, I will be visiting my confessor to submit my soul to the welding
iron of the rite of Reconciliation. While I'm not looking forward to
recounting the many ways I have failed to love God, my neighbors, my
parishioners, my colleagues, my family, my friends and, yes, even myself, I
am definitely looking forward to having the rusty spots sanded away and
patched up, because it's no fun at all walking around with a leaky bucket of
a soul, where all that is worst in me gets dumped out on other people.
Don't get me wrong, I'm not beating up on myself. Far from it. In fact, I
like myself too much to want to avoid the spiritual growth that confession
promises. And in the twenty-odd years I have been going to confession, I
can tell you that it doesn't only promise redemption, it delivers it.
Confession is a 100% guaranteed grace delivery system, and if you've
never experienced it, I can't describe adequately how transformative it can
be. Therapy pales in comparison. (And I should know: I spent years in
both individual and group therapy trying to figure a few things out for
myself.) Therapy certainly helps. But confession saved me, and continues

to do so.
Again, enough about me. What about you?
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Seeking Shutterbugs
Are you a great photographer and available to be a shutterbug during our
services and special events? If so, the rector wants to hear from you!
Alternatively, if you'd like to sponsor a professional photographer for any
particular service or event, we can hire one for $150/hour. With Christmas
on the Point coming up on the 13th, Christmas Eve on the 24th, and a
possible baptism in January, we'd like to be able to photograph these
events for future Annual Reports and our archives. The rector may be
contacted at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042.

Stewardship Update

We have recorded pledges totaling over $217,800! We are now less than
$32,200 away from our goal, which we can reach with your participation.
Your support makes all the difference. Thank you to all the donors who
are making this possible!
As we approach year's end, please also keep in mind that year-end gifts of
cash or appreciated stock are also welcome, both for 2018 and as we head
into 2019.
If you have not yet made a pledge and would like to, or if you would like
to increase a pledge you have already made, please click here or on the
images below to do so.

Fewer than ten people who gave generously in 2018 but who have not
pledged for 2019 might yet be moved to do so. It is so encouraging when
you do. Pledging helps us to plan our budget. Even if you fear you may
not be able to fulfill a pledge in 2019, giving a reasonable estimate is helpful
and you will never be looked askance at by anyone for any financial
reason, which is kept securely private. I promise.
There are many, many cheerful givers amongst our people, neighbors, and
friends who have never pledged to St. John's but who value our
community engagement, music, and scintillating letters from our Rector
every Friday, and who might decide that 2019 is the year to pledge. It is
the 125th anniversary year of the consecration of The Zabriskie Memorial
Church building, after all!
See "A Call to Love" below for more details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.
Please Note: You will be thanked by name in our Annual Report and
possibly elsewhere unless you explicitly tell us to list you as

"Anonymous." You can do so by checking the box on the back of
the pledge card or on the online form, or by emailing the office
at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Be assured that we respect your privacy and would never publish names
with giving ranges such as you see above without your express written
permission in advance. The Annual Report will list the names of those who
have pledged in 2018 and 2019 in alphabetical order, without dollar
amounts or giving levels indicated.

A Call to Love
If you did not receive a stewardship letter from us and would like to,
please call or email Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at (401) 8482561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org so that we may update your
address.
If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!
If you have requested or are expecting pledge envelopes, please look for
them in the back of the church with your name on them. If you do not see
your envelopes there and would like some, please let Fr. Humphrey know
or contact the office at 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

This Week

The Professional Choristers,
along with the Adult Choir
o f St. John's and guest
soloists,
will
perform
Christmas on the Point at St.
John's on Thursday, Dec. 13,
at 7 p.m. Christmas on the Point is a merry concert of organ music, choir
and instrumental selections and congregational caroling along with a
traditional reading of The Christmas Story. With special lighting and
decoration, St. John's comes alive with choirs, strings, vintage 1894 organ
and guest soloists. This year features Haydn's Little Organ Mass with
choir, strings and organ, and the local carol "Christmas on the Point."
Directed by Peter Stoltzfus Berton; The Christmas Story read by Fr.
Humphrey. Suggested donation $15, $10 seniors/students, children ages 512 free. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Advent Church Preparation Day

Our inaugural Bible Study (see below) will be postponed from Sunday,
December 9th to Sunday, December 30th so as to accommodate both the
Church Preparation Day and Vestry later in the month. We will be
gathering after the High Mass Coffee Hour in the church to spruce it up a
bit. Much of what will be on the agenda will be pre-Christmas cleaning, as
the decorating of the church will take place gradually over the course of
Advent under the creative direction of John Sawicki.
It would be helpful to have volunteers in advance sign up to help. Please
email parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org if you can plan to be here for
this day of preparation.
We will have a clean-up day to take down the greens, perhaps as early as
January 6th after High Mass. Stay tuned for further announcements.

Give the Gift of Candlelight This Winter

The candle for the Second
Sunday of Advent this week is
given to the greater Glory of
God and in thanksgiving for
Luna Chabot-Beaute.

If you would like to dedicate this year's Advent Wreath as a thanksgiving
or memorial, please email the Parish Office at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org. The wreath and all its candles may be dedicated for a
donation of $150, or each Advent wreath candle, including the center
Christmas Candle, may be separately dedicated for $25 per candle.
Dedications will be listed in the Evangelist and announced at the Intentions
of the Mass, as well as being printed in the service leaflet if received before
Friday.
Example: The Advent Wreath and its candles are given to the greater glory
of God and in thanksgiving for/in memory of ...
Or: The Advent Wreath is given to the greater glory of God and in
thanksgiving for/memory of ..., while the candle for the Second Sunday of
Advent is given to the greater glory of God and in thanksgiving for/in
memory of...
Other weekly candle dedications are available as follows:
The Sanctuary Lamp candle at the High Altar ($25)
The Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament ($25)
The candles at the shrines of:
Our Lady ($20)
St. John the Evangelist ($20)
Our Lady of Walsingham ($5)
King Charles, Martyr ($5)
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedication any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.

News from the National Church

Photo by Lynn
Collins

From November 11 to 14, members of several of the task forces,
committees, and commissions created by General Convention met in
Baltimore to begin their work for the triennium. Among the groups that
convened was the House of Deputies Committee on the State of the
Church, above.
During this triennium, President Jennings has asked this committee to be
"an energetic think tank and incubator for adaptive thinking, innovative
ideas, and fresh approaches to the church's leadership, organizational
thinking, and common life."
"Rather than issuing a charge to explore specific issues," President
Jennings said, "I am instead asking the committee to identify, study and
report on the Episcopal Church's most significant opportunities to
innovate and experiment so that we are equipped for 21st century mission
and ministry in our congregations, communities, and countries."
Everyone on the committee is either a GenXer (1965-1980 birth dates) or
Millennial (1981-1997 birth dates), and, in a first for this House of Deputies
committee, a bishop--Bishop Sean Rowe of Northwestern Pennsylvania -is a member.
Rosters of this triennium's working groups are posted on the General
Convention website as they are appointed by the presiding officers.

Advent Services & Christmas Events
Monday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services

The Professional Choristers
and the St. John's Adult Choir
will sing during candlelit
Christmas Eve services at St.
John's. The Choristers will
perform at the incense-free
family service at 5 p.m., while the 10 p.m. service features the Adult Choir
and all the trimmings. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Tuesday, December 25, at 10:00 a.m.
Combined Service at Emmanuel Church

Thursday, December 27, at 6:30 p.m.
St. John's Day

Come celebrate the third day of Christmas and the feast day of our patron,
Saint John the Evangelist, with carols and a Procession & High Mass!

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Save the Date

Tyler Will and Megan Roy cordially invite the St. John's community
t o their wedding ceremony on Saturday, December 29th, at 2 p.m. at
St. John's. An intimate, off-site reception is reserved for a small group of
family and close friends.

Low Masses

Friday, Dec. 21: St. Thomas (above)
Friday, Dec. 28: Holy Innocents (right)

The Choir School News
Introducing our new 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! The first edition is available at St. John's and by request
now, and the second edition will be printed in time for our Christmas on
the Point concert. Check out the program book for the latest about The
Choir School, our Choristers and expanded piano program, and our
upcoming services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose from one of these eight
giving levels:
Friends: $15-$24
Sponsors: $25-$49
Benefactors: $50-$99
Patrons: $100-$249
Founder's Circle: $250-$499
Adopt-a-Chorister Program: $500-$999
Annual Members: $1000 or more
Society of Sustainers: Members in this Society are donors who commit
to making regular contributions over the course of at least two years
averaging $10 a week or more (that is, a minimum annual gift of $520/year
totaling at least $1040 over 24 months).
Special membership benefits come with those who support us at the
Founder's Circle and higher levels. Stay tuned for more information or
inquire of the Development Office at development@thechoirschoolri.org.
We are looking to raise at least $75,000 from individual donors for the
2018-2019 program year. Thank you for supporting this unique program
for young people in our community.
And don't forget to support our advertisers, who help keep The Choir
School going along with our generous donors!
You can download the program book here and by clicking below.

We've expanded! We held recruiting events in July and August for our
expanded choir program. (In case you missed it, details here and a
flyer here.) Now, under the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez, we officially have expanded, adding a separate rehearsal each
week for boys. We have thus far recruited eight new choristers (five girls
and three boys), who began piano lessons and choir rehearsals two weeks
ago. Technically, thanks to having accepted two sets of siblings who each

are sharing one piano, we have four unassigned pianos and the ability to
offer four more places to qualified choristers.
Click here to read our notice in Newport This Week. We are committed to
filling these remaining slots soon, and, like many such things, rely on the
help of parishioners' word of mouth for success. Might you know
someone
who'd
like
to
join?
Please
email
Nikki
at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com
Our new girl choristers premiered on All Saints Sunday, November 4,
where they got to witness an adult baptism! The boy choristers premiered
in church on the Feast of Dedication on November 18. We now have five
boys and are looking to recruit four or five more. Do you know a boy who
loves to sing?

The Samaritans Ministry

This Sunday is the last day to purchase a gift from our Giving Tree to
assist a family in need. To help make our adopted family's Christmas

brighter, take a gift tag off the Giving Tree in the Guild Hall, and purchase,
wrap, and return the gift no later than the end of day today. The Samaritans
will deliver the gifts tomorrow. Questions? See Adrienne Haylor or Mary
Jane Rodman, and thank you for your generosity!

The Samaritans' next 5th Sunday Food Drive is Sunday, Dec. 30.
Started by the Samaritans ministry last year, the 5th Sunday Food Drives
are an initiative to benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in
which there are five Sundays
Donations including nonperishable food items, toiletries, household
cleaning supplies or gift cards will be collected in reusable shopping bags
available in the church and Guild Hall at the beginning of the month, and
returned the following Sunday, for delivery to the MLK Center at the end
of the month.
In lieu of goods, gift cards also are welcome, preferably to Aldi's, but
Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens and Rite Aid also are welcome.
These are used by MLK staff to purchase items to stock their pantry.
Please contact Deacon Close a t buckclose@gmail.com

or 401-864-

9041 with parish and/or community needs.

New Bible Study Details
Our new Bible Study on Sundays at noon in the Rector's Study has been
postponed to Sunday, December 30th. The Rector has decided it was
overly ambitious of him to try to start a new group before Christmas! If
you wish to enroll in this Bible Study, take a break from your shopping to
email him no later than December 23rd at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
or call the office at 848-2561.

Hello all,
The children recently learned all about the dark tale of Samson and Delilah.

We tried to make the story into something positive, but how can you take
thousands killed, hair chopped off, eyes poked out, and a building falling
on you sound cheery? It was tough, my friends, I can tell you. In the end,
we decided that it is far better to just obey God in the first place and avoid
all these terrible consequences. This turned into a healthy discussion about
obeying parents, or you may have to suffer the consequence of being
grounded or having your toys taken away ... which is pretty much the same
as having your eyes poked out and a building crumble on your head, let's
be honest. For all of you parents, I hope this translated into better
obedience to your rules. You're welcome. :)
All the best,
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study is on hiatus until Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2019, at 9
a.m. in the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall, when we will discuss Chapter
1 of "Being Human" by Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're interested in joining the

conversation.

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Dec. 9, 2018
The Second Sunday of Advent
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Robert Regalbuto & Michael Northup
Thurifer: Tyler Will
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service sheet.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Share Your Love for St. John's!

If you would like to share your love of God and of St. John's and help us
grow, writing a Google or Yelp review of St. John's is a great way to help
people find us!
If you would like to write a Google review of St. John's, please click here
or paste this link into your browser: https://tinyurl.com/y9zom2a6. If you
are already signed in to your Google account, simply write your review -don't forget to click the number of stars you would like (5, of course!) -and then click "Post" in the lower right. If you are not signed in to your
account, you will need to sign in first, or if you do not have an account,
you will be asked to create one. To create a Google Gmail account, please
click here.

Taking just a few minutes to write something personal about what
makes St. John's meaningful to you will make a much better review, and
gives you a chance to show off your skills and love of St. John's!
To write a Yelp review, please find us here, and click on the red "Write a
Review" button on the right:

When you have completed your review, Yelp will ask you to complete the
post using your Facebook or Google sign-in.
Recently, Fr. Humphrey asked a parishioner to share what St. John's
means to her. This isn't part of our online reviews, but we thought we
would share her message with all of you too. Below is a note from a
longtime parishioner whom many of you know. If you feel inspired, please
consider writing your review to inspire others online!
"When invited, recently, by Fr. Nathan to share a few words about
"What St. John's means to me," a profound sense of inadequacy took

instant command. After all, for nearly thirty years - this extraordinary
place of worship and fellowship has been not only my "Second
Home," but my beloved "Extended Family." As such, it is (ipso facto)
a sustaining source of both Blessing and Challenge!
As I begin to consider, however, the myriad ways in which my life is
connected to/encircled by/ immersed in this particular very vibrant cell
of Christ's own Body, I am drawn to one of the more unique (albeit
intrinsic) commitments St. John's offers - indeed, to the world at large,
as well as to its parishioners.
Since keeping church doors unlocked is something of an anomaly in
the midst of today's constant "unpredictability," I am beyond grateful
for the spirit of trust in God's promise of protection that makes it
possible for ALL (whether prompted by "duty," need, generosity or
simple curiosity) to enter this sanctified space.
In addition, to complying with the contemporary admonition to be an
"open and accepting" church, St. John's has consistently retained the
tradition of being a "welcoming and transforming one." Together,
these two realities, are instrumentally inherent in the life-giving potential
for hearts - whether "seeking, locked, or broken" - to find refuge here.
Mine remains, thankfully, one among them!"
- Mary Jane Rodman

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, Dec. 9 - Noon, Advent Church Preparation Day
Monday, Dec. 10 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Thursday, Dec. 13 - 7 p.m., Christmas on the Point
Sunday, Dec. 16 - Noon, Vestry Meeting (No Bible Study Today)
Monday, Dec. 17 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Thursday, Dec. 20 - 5 p.m., Christmas Pageant at Emmanuel Church
Monday, Dec. 24 - (No) Centering Prayer

Monday, Dec. 24 - 5 & 10 p.m., Christmas Eve
Tuesday, Dec. 25 - 10 a.m., Combined Christmas at Emmanuel Church
Thursday, Dec. 27 - 6:30 p.m., St. John's Day with Christmas Carols
Saturday, Dec. 29 - 2 p.m., Wedding of Tyler Roy and Megan Roy

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

