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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
With gratitude on our minds perhaps more than usual, I thought that this
week I'd take a few minutes to offer my own thanksgivings. These include,
among others:
Everyone who bothers to read this letter every week.
Everyone who has crossed the threshold of St. John's in the past year, or
who has enjoyed our lawn, or has connected with us over the Internet.
I'm grateful for my wife, Anne Stone, and for our children, known
colloquially as The Girl and The Boy. I am grateful for Anne's guidance in
this space every week so I don't say anything utterly stupid. I'm grateful to
The Girl for her endless creativity, musically, verbally, and artistically. I'm
grateful that The Boy taught me how to play chess after years of avoiding
it. He still gloats when he wins (which is almost every time), and I'm still
trying to figure out how a Knight is best deployed, but I'm having fun and
learning something new. And I'm learning anew how to be a gracious loser.

I'm grateful to the wardens of this church, Cheryl Abney and Adrienne
Haylor. I rely on Cheryl's advice about so many things, and I depend upon
Adrienne's dependability in getting things accomplished. They and the
whole Vestry are a gift to St. John's and to me personally.
I'm grateful for the men and women who share this campus with my family
as residents of Grafton House. Our newest tenants have been wonderful
additions to our little residential community. I look forward to getting to
know them both better, and am grateful for the many kindnesses that they
have shown me and my family. Chuck and Mary Berlinghof keep the
gardens beautiful all year long, are so knowledgeable about so many
things, and Mary is a fantastic mentor to young people who have a lot of
love to give. They are like surrogate grandparents to our children.

Speaking of grandparents, I'm grateful to my in-laws, who've asked me to
stop writing about them by name. Or at least my mother-in-law has. I'm
grateful for the many times they schlep from Cape Cod to Newport just to
see us (usually to hear one or more of us sing). I'm grateful they hosted
Thanksgiving so we didn't have to worry about it! And I'm especially
grateful to them and to Anne for planning and helping us host our Open
House after Lessons & Carols every year. I'm so looking forward to
seeing everyone there on December 2nd.
My colleagues at St. John's also do so many things that relieve me of so
many of the worries and stresses of ministry, while making it possible to
do my job as a priest and not simply function as the executive director of a
small, perpetually fundraising nonprofit organization. Each and every one
of them is an answer to prayer.
Our deacon, Buck Close, was an answer to prayer when the Bishop
assigned him to begin the same day I started work here in 2013. Peter
Berton, our organist (and so much more), has been an answer to prayer in
partnering with me in building a choir school and rebuilding a parish. Colin
was an answer to prayer when we desperately needed someone to take
care of our routine maintenance and cleaning. And it was an answer to
prayer when, thanks to our treasurer, Chris Moe, and the leadership of the
late Zach Allen, the Vestry approved a budget that made it possible to
bring Melanie Ventura up to full-time as our parish administrator and hire
Beverly Brownell to make our finances even more transparent and
accountable. And I'm grateful for Robin Cabral, whose work in
development, thanks to your generosity, has helped us secure our current
of staffing into 2019.

And I don't want to forget Jenn Berton, who heads up our Sunday School
program in addition to joining my wife in the choir. All our choir members
and choristers bring me such joy, and I know the music they make has
made a difference in many lives, perhaps including your own.

I stayed awake late one night for a while listing in my head all of the people
for whom I'm grateful and why. I began by picturing the face of every 8

o'clocker, and then moved along to those who frequent High Mass, and
then to the Evensong crowd, and next to our regular concert-goers. I
pictured each and every member of the Acolyte Corps, the Ushers Guild,
the Lectors Guild, the Altar Guild, and then I began to think about all the
children and their parents, and our young marrieds and those about to be
married in this church. I pictured everyone I could think of who cannot be
with us regularly or at all due to infirmity, or distance, and then all of the
summer people I'm looking forward to seeing again once the winter is past
and the sailboats return to the bay. I thought about everyone who has
volunteered to offer hospitality or do anything at all. My heart was
brimming with gratitude. And it had a marvelous effect on me: just like
counting sheep, it put me right to sleep.
And for that, I was indeed very grateful. Perhaps this letter has been
equally soporific. If so, you're welcome.
I hope you and your family had a truly thankful Thanksgiving, and we can
share in many more blessings to come.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Stewardship Update, Plus #Giving Tuesday

We have recorded pledges totaling over $216,000! We are now less than
$34,000 away from our goal, which we can reach with your participation.
Your support makes all the difference. Thank you to all the donors who
are making this possible!

This upcoming Tuesday, Nov. 27, is #GivingTuesday! Please help
celebrate the holiday season by joining in this global initiative of charitable
giving and helping St. John's to maintain its strong financial position in

2019 by making your pledge today! As we approach year's end, please
also keep in mind that year-end gifts of cash or appreciated stock are also
welcome, both for 2018 and as we head into 2019.
If you have not yet made a pledge and would like to, or if you would like
to increase a pledge you have already made, please click here or on the
images below to do so.

Fewer than ten people who gave generously in 2018 but who did not
pledge might be moved by the Holy Spirit to make a pledge for 2019.
Doing so helps us plan our budget. Even if you fear you may not be able
to fulfill a pledge in 2019, giving a reasonable estimate is helpful and you
will never be looked askance at by anyone for any financial reason, which
is kept securely private. I promise.
There are many, many cheerful givers amongst our people, neighbors, and
friends who have never pledged to St. John's but who value our
community engagement, music, and scintillating letters from our Rector
every Friday, and who might decide that 2019 is the year to pledge. It is
the 125th anniversary year of the consecration of The Zabriskie Memorial

Church building, after all!
Who knows? Perhaps someone who looks at the table above but has
already pledged will say, "You know, I could do just a little bit more. Why
not?" If ten people who have already pledged for 2019 did this, I would
not be surprised if we exceeded our $250,000 goal!
So we live in hope. More than that, we live in faith, hope, and love.
See "A Call to Love" below for more details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.
Please Note: You will be thanked by name in our Annual Report and
possibly elsewhere unless you explicitly tell us to list you as
"Anonymous." You can do so by checking the box on the back of
the pledge card or on the online form, or by emailing the office
at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Be assured that we respect your privacy and would never publish names
with giving ranges such as you see above without your express written
permission in advance. The Annual Report will list the names of those who
have pledged in 2018 and 2019 in alphabetical order, without dollar
amounts or giving levels indicated.

A Call to Love
If you did not receive a stewardship letter from us and would like to,
please call or email Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at (401) 8482561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org so that we may update your
address.

If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!
If you have requested or are expecting pledge envelopes, please look for
them in the back of the church with your name on them. If you do not see
your envelopes there and would like some, please let Fr. Humphrey know
or contact the office at 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Advent Services & Christmas Events
Saturday, December 1, at noon and 6:00 p.m.
Choristers perform in 'A Christmas Carol' at Trinity Rep
(See details in "Choir School" news, below)

Sunday, December 2, at 5:00 p.m.
An Advent Service of Lessons & Carols

This just in! -- Our Lessons & Carols readers on December 2nd will
include our new mayor, The Hon. Jamie Bova, The Hon. Daniel
McKee, Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island, Dr. Jane Gerety,
President of Salve Regina University, Mr. Scott Avedisian , former
Republican mayor of Warwick and now the CEO of RIPTA, and The
Rev. Canon Anne Marie Richards , Rector of Trinity Church, Newport.
Hope to see you at this popular service and the Open House following!
The Professional Choristers,
along with the combined choirs
of St. John's and Emmanuel
Church,
will
hold
a jo in t Advent Service of
Lessons & Carols on
Sunday, December 2, at 5:00 p.m. at St. John's. Advent Lessons & Carols
is an atmospheric sequence of traditional readings and Advent carols with
congregational hymns. Join in a centuries-old journey from twilight to light
as the historic church on the Point begins in near-darkness and

progresses in stages to full light along with the music. Directed by Peter
Stoltzfus Berton and Waylon Whitley; officiating clergy: the Rev. Dr. Anita
Louise Schell and Fr. Humphrey, with other area clergy and civic officials
participating. Free-will offering. Incense-free and child-friendly for ages 5
and up. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Thursday, December 13, at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas on the Point

The Professional Choristers,
along with the Adult Choir of
St. John's and guest soloists,
will perform Christmas on the
Point at St. John's on
Thursday, Dec. 13, at 7 p.m.
Christmas on the Point is a merry concert of organ music, choir and
instrumental selections and congregational caroling along with a traditional
reading of The Christmas Story. With special lighting and decoration, St.
John's comes alive with choirs, strings, vintage 1894 organ and guest
soloists. This year features Haydn's Little Organ Mass with choir, strings

and organ, and the local carol "Christmas on the Point." Directed by Peter
Stoltzfus Berton; The Christmas Story read by Fr. Humphrey. Suggested
donation $15, $10 seniors/students, children ages 5-12 free. This is a
Christmas in Newport event.

Monday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services

The Professional Choristers
and the St. John's Adult Choir
will sing during candlelit
Christmas Eve services at St.
John's. The Choristers will
perform at the incense-free
family service at 5 p.m., while the 10 p.m. service features the Adult Choir
and all the trimmings. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Tuesday, December 25, at 10:00 a.m.
Combined Service at Emmanuel Church

Thursday, December 27, at 6:30 p.m.
St. John's Day

Come celebrate the third day of Christmas and the feast day of our patron,
Saint John the Evangelist, with carols and a Procession & High Mass!

Save the Date

Tyler Will and Megan Roy cordially invite the St. John's community
t o their wedding ceremony on Saturday, December 29th, at 2 p.m. at
St. John's. An intimate, off-site reception is reserved for a small group of
family and close friends.

In Case You Missed It

If you can't make it to Church, you can still catch audio and sometimes
text of our sermons online at our website here. Happy Listening! Sermons
will be posted as soon as possible on Mondays or Tuesdays after Sunday
services.
You can read and listen to audio of Fr. Humphrey's most recent sermon,
"Hosanna," here.
We are also posting archived copies of The Evangelist on our website,
here.
As always, you can also keep up with us in general on our website,
saintjohns-newport.org, here, and on Facebook here.

Low Masses

A Low Mass for St. Andrew the Apostle
will be held on Friday, Nov. 30, after
Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.

The Choir School News
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Thanks to much hard work behind the scenes and from many participants,
including soprano Eden Casteel, above, and of course from our singers,
Our Candlelight Concert of Remembrance on Nov. 11 was a moving and
memorable experience, and one that was captured in a beautiful photo
gallery by The Newport Daily News, both online at newportri.com, and in
the print edition. To view the photos at The Daily News, click here.

Introducing our new 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! The first edition is available at St. John's and by request
now, and the second edition will be printed in time for our Christmas on
the Point concert. Check out the program book for the latest about The
Choir School, our Choristers and expanded piano program, and our
upcoming services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose from one of these eight
giving levels:
Friends: $15-$24
Sponsors: $25-$49
Benefactors: $50-$99
Patrons: $100-$249
Founder's Circle: $250-$499
Adopt-a-Chorister Program: $500-$999

Annual Members: $1000 or more
Society of Sustainers: Members in this Society are donors who commit
to making regular contributions over the course of at least two years
averaging $10 a week or more (that is, a minimum annual gift of $520/year
totaling at least $1040 over 24 months).
Special membership benefits come with those who support us at the
Founder's Circle and higher levels. Stay tuned for more information or
inquire of the Development Office at development@thechoirschoolri.org.
We are looking to raise at least $75,000 from individual donors for the
2018-2019 program year. Thank you for supporting this unique program
for young people in our community.
And don't forget to support our advertisers, who help keep The Choir
School going along with our generous donors!
You can download the program book here and by clicking below.

We've expanded! We held recruiting events in July and August for our
expanded choir program. (In case you missed it, details here and a
flyer here.) Now, under the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez, we officially have expanded, adding a separate rehearsal each
week for boys. We have thus far recruited eight new choristers (five girls
and three boys), who began piano lessons and choir rehearsals two weeks
ago. Technically, thanks to having accepted two sets of siblings who each
are sharing one piano, we have four unassigned pianos and the ability to
offer four more places to qualified choristers.
Click here to read our notice in Newport This Week. We are committed to
filling these remaining slots soon, and, like many such things, rely on the
help of parishioners' word of mouth for success. Might you know
someone
who'd
like
to
join?
Please
email
Nikki
at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com
Our new girl choristers premiered on All Saints Sunday, November 4,
where they got to witness an adult baptism! The boy choristers premiered
in church on the Feast of Dedication on November 18. We now have five
boys and are looking to recruit four or five more. Do you know a boy who
loves to sing? Members of both the boy and girl choirs along with St.
John's adults will be singing in two performances of Trinity Rep's A
Christmas Carol on Saturday, December 1, at noon and 6 pm. If you
should be inclined to attend this annual treat in Providence, here are special
box office links to order tickets, which when used automatically donate a
portion of every ticket sold back to the Choir School. Share the links with

friends!
Tickets for December 1 at noon

Tickets for December 1 at 6 pm

The Samaritans Ministry

Our Giving Tree is Up!
Once again, the Samaritans are working with the East Bay Community
Action Program to "Adopt-A-Family." This is an especially rewarding
program through which all of us at St. John's can help bring Christmas
smiles and joy to families in our community. The Tree provides holiday
gifts, warm winter clothing and toys for our adopted family.
Gift tags of suggested items are attached with child's age, sizes for clothing
and toy requests from each child in our family. The way the program
works is to choose a tag from the Giving Tree, purchase and wrap the gift,
return the gift with the tag attached, and put it under the Tree no later
than Sunday, Dec. 9.
The Samaritans will collect all gifts and deliver to Santa's Newport location
on Monday, Dec. 10, for the families to receive later that week.
Questions? Please see Adrienne Haylor or Mary Jane Rodman.

New Bible Study Details
Fr. Humphrey intends to begin a new Bible Study on Sundays at noon in
his study beginning on December 9th, the Second Sunday in Advent. If
you wish to enroll in this Bible Study, please email him no later than
December 2nd at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or call the office at 8482561.

Hello everyone!

Our recent All Souls' Day lesson
was an interesting one for the
children. We discussed how it is
often seen as a sad day of
mourning, but really it is a day of
reverent celebration for the souls
of those we love, and not be be
confused with solemnity and
sadness. We also discussed the
dual meaning of absolution (which
was news to these teachers! Just goes to show, you are never too old or
too experienced to learn new things.) The children talked about souls they
are celebrating this year. There may have been several pets in the mix. :)
All the best,
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 13, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Strong and Weak:
Embracing a Life of Love, Risk, & True Flourishing by Andy Crouch,
continuing with Chapter 7, "Descending to the Dead." Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're interested in joining the
conversation.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible"
and the Old Testament. This week we continue with the New Testament
and a reading of Acts:

Read Scripture: Acts Ch. 1-12

Read Scripture: Acts Ch. 13-28
Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Nov. 25, 2018
The Last Sunday after Pentecost,
Christ the King
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Robert Regalbuto & Michael Northup
Thurifer: Patricia Burdick

Crucifer & Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?

Episcopal Relief & Development is
partnering with the Episcopal Diocese
of Los Angeles and the Episcopal
Diocese of Northern California as they
coordinate with local congregations to
provide emergency support to those
impacted by the wildfires in Northern and Southern California. Please
continue to pray for the individuals and families affected by the California
wildfires as well as the firefighters and first-responders. Donations to the
US Disaster Fund will help those affected by the devastating wildfires.

To donate, please visit https://www.episcopalrelief.org/us-disaster-fundpage

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Share Your Love for St. John's!

If you would like to share your love of God and of St. John's and help us
grow, writing a Google or Yelp review of St. John's is a great way to help
people find us!
If you would like to write a Google review of St. John's, please click here
or paste this link into your browser: https://tinyurl.com/y9zom2a6. If you
are already signed in to your Google account, simply write your review -don't forget to click the number of stars you would like (5, of course!) -and then click "Post" in the lower right. If you are not signed in to your
account, you will need to sign in first, or if you do not have an account,
you will be asked to create one. To create a Google Gmail account, please
click here.

Taking just a few minutes to write something personal about what
makes St. John's meaningful to you will make a much better review, and
gives you a chance to show off your skills and love of St. John's!
To write a Yelp review, please find us here, and click on the red "Write a
Review" button on the right:

When you have completed your review, Yelp will ask you to complete the
post using your Facebook or Google sign-in.
Recently, Fr. Humphrey asked a parishioner to share what St. John's
means to her. This isn't part of our online reviews, but we thought we
would share her message with all of you too. Below is a note from a
longtime parishioner whom many of you know. If you feel inspired, please
consider writing your review to inspire others online!
"When invited, recently, by Fr. Nathan to share a few words about
"What St. John's means to me," a profound sense of inadequacy took
instant command. After all, for nearly thirty years - this extraordinary
place of worship and fellowship has been not only my "Second
Home," but my beloved "Extended Family." As such, it is (ipso facto)
a sustaining source of both Blessing and Challenge!
As I begin to consider, however, the myriad ways in which my life is
connected to/encircled by/ immersed in this particular very vibrant cell
of Christ's own Body, I am drawn to one of the more unique (albeit
intrinsic) commitments St. John's offers - indeed, to the world at large,
as well as to its parishioners.
Since keeping church doors unlocked is something of an anomaly in
the midst of today's constant "unpredictability," I am beyond grateful
for the spirit of trust in God's promise of protection that makes it
possible for ALL (whether prompted by "duty," need, generosity or
simple curiosity) to enter this sanctified space.
In addition, to complying with the contemporary admonition to be an
"open and accepting" church, St. John's has consistently retained the
tradition of being a "welcoming and transforming one." Together,
these two realities, are instrumentally inherent in the life-giving potential
for hearts - whether "seeking, locked, or broken" - to find refuge here.

Mine remains, thankfully, one among them!"
- Mary Jane Rodman

Calendar at a Glance
Monday, Nov. 26 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 27 - #GivingTuesday
Tuesday, Nov. 27 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Friday, Nov. 30 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for St. Andrew
Saturday, Dec. 1 - noon & 6 p.m., Choristers at Trinity Rep
Sunday, Dec. 2 - 5 p.m., Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
Monday, Dec. 3 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Dec. 4 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, Dec. 5 - Noon, Executive Committee
Monday, Dec. 10 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Dec. 11 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Thursday, Dec. 13 - 7 p.m., Christmas on the Point
Sunday, Dec. 15 - Noon, Vestry Meeting
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