The Evangelist
December 23, 2018

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
So, all those times you thought I was ignoring you? Turns out I'm deaf.
Not "Ephphatha!" deaf, mind you (see Mark 7:31-37). No, just a little hard
of hearing in my right ear.
I discovered this delightful fact about myself after finally submitting to an
audiology test this past Monday. Someone very close to me was tired of
my saying, "What?" all the time and of having constantly to turn up the
radio at my request. So I finally took the complaints seriously and made an
appointment.
I thought this purported hearing loss thing was just a symptom of my
innate inattentiveness to others. In other words, I thought it was all in my
head. It turns out it is, but not in the way I thought.
A quick search on eBay turned up a much more affordable alternative to
the expensive earpieces on offer at the clinic, none of which are covered
by my insurance because they aren't "medically necessary." It's nice to
know that one can be deaf and considered perfectly healthy by the
insurance industry. I find that very reassuring.

All I want for Christmas is a nice antique ear trumpet. I now picture myself
looking like this dapper fellow, going through life saying, "EH, SONNY,
WHAT WAS THAT?" I'm downright looking forward to it. All of my
Facebook posts and comments from now on will be IN ALL CAPS.
Of course, really severe hearing loss is no laughing matter (except when it's
funny). My grandfather was a colonel under General George Patton, and
he had profound hearing loss from always being in front of the heavy
artillery on both sides - as the head of a combat engineering battalion, the
big guns from his side were right behind him and the big guns on the Nazi
side were always in front across the river he was trying to get over via
pontoon, or they were always firing on him as he was trying to explode a
railway bridge. By the time I knew him, he mostly sat in his recliner, next to
my grandmother in hers, and whenever someone said something funny, my
grandmother would turn to him and repeat the joke and he would laugh. He
seemed to be tuned in only to her frequency.
But we don't need my grandmother in order to tune into the right frequency
at St. John's. Nowadays we have things like the loop system in the church.
You may have seen those blue signs. All hearing aids are equipped with Tcoil technology, though not all hearing aids have that technology activated.
If you have a hearing aid without the T-coil button, go to your audiologist
and demand one. Pound on the counter if need be. And if there's an
additional expense involved for any reason, be in touch with me. I may not

have good insurance coverage, but I do have a discretionary fund I can put
toward other people's medically unnecessary necessities.

The T-coil is so exciting because our microphones in the church are
programmed to transmit directly to a person's hearing aid when that person
has the setting on. There's a simple button one presses to do so. Thus, if
you're interested in my sermon, you press the T-coil button. Once you've
heard enough, you just switch me off. I know a lot of people who would
pay good money to switch me off at the push of a button.
If you're a bit hard of hearing like me and haven't yet gone in for the
hearing aid solution, we do have these earphone things that look like oldfashioned Walkman devices. (Remember those?) Simply put on the
earphones and dial up the volume. We keep one in the drawer of the tract
rack table in the Narthex and another one in the drawer of the side table in
the chapel hallway. It's probably one of our better-kept secrets, as I've
never seen them used.
When we first installed the technology, we advertised the fact of these
devices in the Evangelist and in the service leaflets. Perhaps we should get
back to putting in the T coil logo and a blurb every week. Might be worth
it.
The audiologist with whom I had my consultation told me that the number
one problem people report is that they can't hear well in church. I'm not

surprised. At least we have done something to try to address this situation
at St. John's. After all, none of us is getting any younger. And as the
audiologist pointed out, for her older patients, church may be the one time
they leave the house all week for a social activity.
With all the special services coming up, I think it's particularly important to
spread the word that if you come to St. John's, whether you have a hearing
aid or not, we've done our level best to make sure you can hear us. It's true
that as a preacher, I could be more mindful of speaking clearly and more
slowly into the microphone, and there will always be room for
improvement. But one big way that people can help me is by MOVING
TO THE FRONT OF THE CHURCH. (Did you hear that?) Some
parishioners I know move forward during the sermon and then back to
their preferred pew for the rest of the Mass. And some also ask for copies
of my sermons, or read or listen to them once they're posted to the
website. Why can't everyone be like that?
Maybe one of these days we'll have surtitles over the Rood Screen or a
sign language interpreter in the pulpit next to me. In fact, I grew up in a
church that shared its space with a deaf congregation. We sang hymns
together using either our voices or sign language (or both), and then the
deaf folks went with their pastor to another space for a sermon while my
father preached to the hearing congregants. At General Convention, we
had interpreters at every liturgy. But we're not quite at the point of needing
that, yet.
I'm sure the burning question in all of your minds is whether I will take the
plunge (and the monetary bath) and get a hearing aid for my right ear. To
be honest, I haven't decided, yet. My right ear apparently has difficulty
hearing "voiceless consonants" (Ch, F, H, K, S, Sh, & Th), but I wonder
whether that should bother me, because they are, after all, VOICELESS.
But apparently, if one goes without hearing even these soundless sounds,
one's brain eventually "forgets" how to hear them, even if the sound is
going in just fine. (And apparently, my problem is in the nerve, not with my
huge ears. Which reminds me: when Anne and I were discussing this over
dinner, our daughter asked, "But how can Mama hear better that you when
your ears are so much larger?")
The potentially most serious thing about hearing loss is that research is
now underway trying to determine with greater certainty whether there is a
connection between hearing loss and some forms of dementia. My father
developed hearing loss around my age, and now he's living with dementia.
While correlation is not causation, I'd rather not have my own genetics

follow that same path if I can avoid it. So if there's a chance that a hearing
aid can help forestall the eventual loss of all my marbles, it seems like a
small price to pay.
If you're having trouble hearing and haven't had your ears examined, I
encourage you to do so. I promise, I'm not being paid by the Aquidneck
Hearing Center to endorse them (https://earnosethroatmed.com/ or 401849-4448). But I do. After all, who will hear the Word without a preacher?
And who will hear the preacher without sound ears?
As Jesus says in Matthew 11:15, "Let anyone with ears listen!" (Or, as the
King James Version more poetically puts it, "He that hath ears to hear, let
him hear.")
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Extra! Extra!

The Guild Hall is now a distribution point for copies of Newport This
Week. They are conveniently located on the green bench under the coat
hooks by the bathrooms. Help yourself to a copy or two!

Annual Meeting

We won't claim that the Devil made us do it, but January is Annual Meeting
month. We will have some special guests (not of the horned and
pitchforked variety), so I hope everyone will make it a priority to come to
our Joint Mass at 9 a.m. on Sunday, January 27 and the Annual Meeting
following. We are kicking off an entire year of celebrations on the 125th
anniversary of the dedication in 1894 of the Zabriskie Memorial Church
building in 1894.

Seeking Shutterbugs
Are you a great photographer and available to be
a shutterbug during our services and special
events? If so, the rector wants to hear from you!
Alternatively, if you'd like to sponsor a
professional photographer for any particular
service or event, we can hire one for $150/hour.
With several special services coming up, we'd
like to be able to photograph these events for

future Annual Reports and our archives. The rector may be contacted at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org or 401-500-0042.

Stewardship Update

CONGRATULATIONS!
We now have recorded pledges totaling over $225,000! While we would
of course like to record $25,000 more before the end of the year to reach
our audacious $250,000 goal, based on an analysis on the average of
giving patterns over the past three years, we are projecting that we will
indeed reach, if not exceed, $250,000 in pledge revenue in 2019 due to the
tendency of several generous parishioners to over-pay their annual pledges.
You can be one of those by simply adding a dollar or two more than you
have pledged to give when you write your check every week. Your support
makes all the difference. Thank you to all the donors who are making this
possible!
As we approach year's end, please also keep in mind that year-end gifts of
cash or appreciated stock are also welcome, both for 2018 and as we head
into 2019.
If you have not yet made a pledge and would like to, or if you would like
to increase a pledge you have already made, please click here or on the
images below to do so.

See "A Call to Love" below for more details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.
Please Note: You will be thanked by name in our Annual Report and
possibly elsewhere unless you explicitly tell us to list you as
"Anonymous." You can do so by checking the box on the back of
the pledge card or on the online form, or by emailing the office
at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Be assured that we respect your privacy and would never publish names
with giving ranges such as you see above without your express written
permission in advance. The Annual Report will list the names of those who
have pledged in 2018 and 2019 in alphabetical order, without dollar
amounts or giving levels indicated.

A Call to Love
If you did not receive a stewardship letter from us and would like to,
please call or email Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at (401) 8482561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org so that we may update your
address.

If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!
If you have requested or are expecting pledge envelopes, please look for
them in the back of the church with your name on them. If you do not see
your envelopes there and would like some, please let Fr. Humphrey know
or contact the office at 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Give the Gift of Candlelight

The candle for the Fourth
Sunday of Advent this week is
given to the greater Glory of
God and in memory of Florinda
B. Amado.
The Sanctuary Lamp candle at
the High Altar is given to
the greater
Glory of God and in memory of
Mary McCole.
The Sanctuary Lamp candle in
the Chapel of the Blessed
Sacrament
is given to the greater Glory of

God and in memory of Mary
O'Neill-Barrett.
The candle at the shrine of St.
John the Evangelist is given to
the greater Glory of God and in
memory of
Georgianna Faerber.
The candle at the shrine of Our
Lady
is given to the greater Glory of
God and in memory of Margot
Morgan.

If you would like to dedicate the Christmas candle at the center of the
Advent Wreath as a thanksgiving or memorial, please email the Parish
Office at parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org. Dedications will be listed
in the Evangelist and announced at the Intentions of the Mass, as well as
being printed in the service leaflet, space and time permitting.
Other weekly candle dedications include the Sanctuary Lamp candle at the
High Altar, the Sanctuary Lamp candle above the altar in the Chapel of the
Blessed Sacrament, and the candle at the shrine of Our Lady, among
others.
To arrange to dedicate a candle on a particular date, please be in touch
with the Parish Office to make sure the date is free. If you would simply
like to dedicate any of the above candles on the next available date, write
which candle and its dedication in the memo line of your check and put it
in the offering plate. Questions? Contact parishoffice@saintjohns-

newport.org.

This Weekend

Swanhurst Chorus will sponsor the
26th annual "Messiah and Carol Sing:
The Christmas Story," a beloved
Christmas in Newport tradition, on
Saturday, December 22, at 7 p.m. at
Emmanuel Church, corner of Spring and Dearborn streets, Newport.
This special evening will feature the Christmas portion of Handel's Messiah
as well as carols, organ selections, the telling of the Christmas Story, and
Dennis Ryan of the St. John's Adult Choir singing some solo pieces.
Bring a score to sing along or just immerse yourself in the glorious sounds
of the season. Scores will be available for rent. Admission is $13, $5
children 12 and under, and $30 per family (2 adults & children). For more
information, call 401-682-1630 or visit www.Swanhurst.org.

Services for Christmas & Beyond
Monday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services

The Professional Choristers and the
St. John's Adult Choir will sing
during candlelit Christmas Eve
services at St. John's. The Choristers
will perform at the incense-free family
service at 5 p.m., while the 10 p.m. service features the Adult Choir and all
the trimmings. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Tuesday, December 25, at 10:00 a.m.
Combined Service at Emmanuel Church

Thursday, December 27, at 6:30 p.m.
St. John's Day

Come celebrate the third day of Christmas and the feast day of our patron,
Saint John the Evangelist, with carols and a Procession & High Mass!

The Twelve Days of Christmas

Save the Date

Tyler Will and Megan Roy cordially invite the St. John's community
t o their wedding ceremony on Saturday, December 29th, at 2 p.m. at
St. John's. An intimate, off-site reception is reserved for a small group of
family and close friends.

New Year's Day at Our Sister Parish

St. John's and Saint Stephen's, Providence, welcome all to a sung Joint
Mass for the Feast of the Holy Name at 10 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 1, at Saint
Stephen's.
Saint Stephen's is located at 114 George St., Providence.

We have been invited to join the clergy and people of Saint Stephen's in
their annual New Year's Day Dinner for the Hungry at noon. If you can
help, please contact the dinner coordinator Bobby Rose via email at
PoohAndRoo2@gmail.com, or contact Susan in their parish office at 4216702, Ext. 1, or via email at office@sstephens.necoxmail.com. Donations

are welcome of new scarves, mittens, hats and socks, as well as personal
hygiene products such as soaps and toothbrushes.
"For I was hungry, and you gave me food: I was thirsty, and you
gave me drink: I was a stranger, and you welcomed me ..." Matthew
25:35

Low Masses

Friday, Dec. 21: St. Thomas (above)
Friday, Dec. 28: Holy Innocents (right)

The Choir School News

All of our choristers joined the Angel Choir of Emmanuel Church and the
preschoolers of the Emmanuel Day School for a festive and fun Christmas
Pageant on Thursday night. It even featured a visit from the Sugar Plum
Fairy, brought to us by the Island Moving Company. The Professional
Choristers program has benefited from our partnership with Emmanuel
Church, as some of our choristers have either started off as younger
siblings of Professional Choristers or moved up to that program once they
have gotten a firm grounding in music. We are grateful to Mother Anita
Schell, rector of Emmanuel Church, and Waylon Whitley, Angel Choir
director and organist at Emmanuel, for their steadfast support.
To read more about our most recent recruitment efforts, click here for a
notice that was published in Newport This Week. We now have five boys
and are looking to recruit four or five more. Do you know a boy who loves
to sing? We rely on word of mouth for success. Please email Nikki
at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com for more information.

Introducing our new 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! The second edition is available at St. John's and by
request. Check out the Program Book for the latest about The Choir
School, our Choristers and expanded piano program, and our upcoming
services and events.
Would you like to be listed as a supporter of the Choir School in the
second edition of the Program Book? Choose among these giving levels:
Friends: $15-$24
Friends will have their names listed in the Program Book.
Sponsors: $25-$49
Sponsors will have their names listed in the Program Book.
Benefactors: $50-$99
Benefactors will have their names listed in the Program
Book, with an optional message of up to 10 words.
Patrons: $100-$249
Patrons will have their names listed in the Program Book, along with an
optional message of up to 20 words.
Founders' Circle: $250-$499

Founders' Circle members will be named in the Program Book, along with
an optional message of up to 20 words, and receive free admission for two
people to all concerts in the program year in which their gifts are received.
Adopt-a-Chorister Program: $500 for one chorister or $750 for two
In addition to free admission for two people to all program-year concerts,
individual or corporate chorister sponsors have the privilege of presenting
a named choristership to a child for that program year. (For instance: "The
2019 Jane Smith Memorial Choristership to Eva B." or "The 2019 Newport
Physicians' Group Choristership to Johnny R.") The named choristership
will be listed in the next Program Book (Fall 2019) under that chorister's
biography, and program participants will be invited to a special event to
celebrate those choristers and be serenaded as a thank-you. Endowed
named choristerships in perpetuity are also available. Please contact the
Development Office for more details.
Annual Membership: $1,000 and up
In addition to being listed in the Program Book with an optional business
listing and message of up to 20 words, Annual Members receive free
admission for four people to all concerts, 10% off any Choir School
merchandise (recordings, Newportopoly, polo shirts, and more!), and are
invited to a special thank-you reception and serenade in their honor.
Additional Giving Opportunities
Named individual or corporate sponsorships of concerts and events are
also available, either on an annual or perpetually endowed basis.
If you would like to support The Choir School, write a check payable to
The Choir School of Newport County in any of the amounts listed above
with "Program Book" in the memo line or contact our Development Office
at at development@thechoirschoolri.org or 401-848-2562. We also accept
credit cards. Anonymous donors are also welcome! Simply add
"Anonymous" on the memo line or convey your wishes to the office.
Stay tuned for more information or inquire of the Development Office. We
are looking to raise at least $75,000 from individual donors for the 20182019 program year. Thank you for supporting this unique program for
young people in our community.
And don't forget to support our advertisers, who help keep The Choir
School going along with our generous donors!
You can download the program book here or clicking the book at the top.

The Samaritans Ministry

Fifth Sunday Food Drive -- YES, Virginia, in addition to Santa Claus,
December has FIVE Sundays this year. And that means it is time for
another Fifth Sunday Food Drive. But, to give us all time to celebrate the
birth of our Lord and adjust to the arrival of yet another new year, the
collection date will be Sunday, January 6 (not 30 December).
Bags for donations and cards with suggested items to purchase will be out
by the exits from the sanctuary and in the Guild Hall on Sunday, December
30, and Sunday, January 6. We will be taking all the items donated to the
MLK Center on Monday, January 7. Thank you to all for helping us
continue this worthy outreach project!
Donations including nonperishable food items, toiletries and household
cleaning supplies are collected. In lieu of goods, gift cards
also are welcome, preferably to Aldi's, but Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS,
Walgreens and Rite Aid also are welcome. These are used by MLK staff
to purchase items to stock their pantry.
Please contact Deacon Close a t buckclose@gmail.com
9041 with parish and/or community needs.

or 401-864-

New Bible Study Details
Our new Bible Study on Sundays at noon in the Rector's Study has been
postponed to Sunday, December 30th. The Rector has decided it was
overly ambitious of him to try to start a new group before Christmas! If
you wish to enroll in this Bible Study, take a break from your shopping to
email him no later than December 23rd at rector@saintjohns-newport.org
or call the office at 848-2561.

Hello all,
Sunday School lessons continue as children and their families celebrate the
Advent season and look forward to Christmas. We wish you peace and
joy. Please check back soon for updates!
All the best,

Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study is on hiatus until
Tuesday, Jan. 8, 2019, at 9 a.m. in the Rector's
Study in the Guild Hall , when we will discuss
Chapter 1 of "Being Human" by Rowan
Williams. Please RSVP to rector@saintjohnsnewport.org if you're interested in joining the
conversation.
Interested in more Rowan Williams? See below.

Save the date -- In commemoration of 45 years of a distinguished career
and life in ministry, Rowan Williams will offer extended thoughts on his
work and "Being Christian," and will reflect on his life in ministry at the
Paddock Lectures 2019: Rowan Williams on Monday, Feb. 11, at General
Seminary, New York City. Immediately following, the seminary will host its
Convocation, which will include the conferral of honorary degrees on
Williams as well as Michael B. Curry, the Presiding Bishop of The
Episcopal Church. Curry will preach during the service. Tickets are
available at:
www.eventbrite.com/e/the-paddock-lectures-2019-rowan-williams-tickets53029264959.

Welcome Back, Canon Haselock

Fr. Humphrey is pleased to announce that he
has invited the Reverend Canon Jeremy
Haselock, household chaplain to Her Majesty
Queen Elizabeth II to return to St. John's over
Lent. Last Sunday, the Vestry voted
unanimously to underwrite Canon Haselock's
airfare. A member of the Vestry noted that it is
sometimes possible to donate frequent flier
miles and other air miles rewards points, and
encouraged us to solicit those from the
community. Canon Haselock flies on Virgin
Atlantic, which also has a reciprocal agreement
with Delta, so if you have Delta or Virgin air
miles, you can donate them to the cause.
Canon Haselock will again be our Distinguished
Priest in Residence from Ash Wednesday through the Fifth Sunday in Lent (6
March through 7 April), during which time he will present a series on Wednesday
nights entitled, "The Sacrament of Easter: An Introduction to the Liturgy of Lent,
Holy Week and Easter." Canon Haselock will repeat this program on Sunday
nights in Lent at our sister parish, Saint Stephen's, Providence, which is cosponsoring Canon Haselock's time in Rhode Island. Sadly, he will not be with us
for Holy Week and Easter, having previously accepted an invitation to Australia!
_____________________________________________________________

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Dec. 23, 2018
The Fourth Sunday of Advent
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Patricia Burdick
Crucifer & Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's service sheet.

Christmas Eve Incense-Free Family Service at 5:00 p.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Bambino Bearer: Brody Radliff
Assistant Master of Ceremonies & Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Assistant Master of Ceremonies & Acolyte: John Sawicki

Christmas Eve "Midnight Mass" at 10:00 p.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Br. William Weisert
Crucifer: Patricia Burdick
Master of Ceremonies: Tyler Will
Assistant Master of Ceremonies & Acolyte: John Sawicki
Click here for this week's Christmas Eve booklet.

St. John's Day on Thursday, December 27, at 6:30 p.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Patricia Burdick & Bill Lippe
Thurifer & Acolyte:
John Sawicki
Click here for this week's St. John's Day booklet.

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Calendar at a Glance
Friday, Dec. 21 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for St. Thomas
Monday, Dec. 24 - (No) Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Dec. 25 - 10 a.m., Combined Christmas at Emmanuel Church
Thursday, Dec. 27 - 6:30 p.m., St. John's Day with Christmas Carols
Friday, Dec. 28 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for the Feast of Holy Innocents
Saturday, Dec. 29 - 2 p.m., Wedding of Tyler Roy and Megan Roy

Sunday, Dec. 30 - Noon, Rector's Bible Study
Monday, Dec. 31 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Jan. 1 - 10 a.m., The Feast of the Holy Name at Saint
Stephen's, Providence
Wednesday, Jan. 2 - Noon, Executive Committee
Sunday, Jan. 6 - 10 a.m., The Feast of the Epiphany
Monday, Jan. 7 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Monday, Jan. 7 - Fifth Sunday Food Drive delivered to MLK Center
Tuesday, Jan. 8 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study resumes

Now Hear This

St. John's is equipped with a loop system for
hearing aids. A loop system provides a
magnetic, wireless signal that is picked up by
your hearing aid and which greatly reduces
background
noise,
competing
sounds,
reverberation and other acoustic distortions. To
activate, simply set your hearing aid to "T" for
T-coil (telecoil).

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

