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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
Way back in July, when I attended General Convention, we were treated to
an evening revival meeting, where our presiding bishop, Michael Curry,
fresh from his stunning homily at the royal wedding of Prince Harry and
Meghan Markle, treated us to a fantastic sermon that was simultaneously
translated on stage into Spanish. The way that the bishop and his translator
work together alone is worth watching at least the first few minutes of the
forty-three-and-a-half-minute-long sermon.
I grew up attending revivals like the Billy Graham Crusade. I still remember
the altar call in Angels Stadium as all those people streamed out onto the
field to pray with the waiting evangelists ready to lead them in the "Sinner's
Prayer" that would commit them to accepting Jesus as their personal Lord
and Savior and thereby guarantee their salvation-a one-way, nonrefundable,
irreversible ticket to Heaven. (Or, as someone once cheekily called it, "Fire
Insurance.")
But this was an Episcopal Revival, so the altar call looked a bit different.
At the end of that revival, we were invited not forward, but to the back of
the auditorium, where monks and nuns from Episcopal religious orders
stood waiting to pray with and for us. I was moved to seek a prayer in that
quiet moment, so I squeezed my way past my more frozen chosen
brethren and sistren who were embarrassed even at the thought of doing
any such thing.

The first nun I saw happened to be a sister whom I often see at our sister
parish Saint Stephen's, Providence, and who on occasion has come to St.
John's. It was Sr. Kristina Frances of the Order of St. Margaret in
Duxbury, Massachusetts, and, relieved to see a familiar face, I went
straight to her. I suppose this is a clue to you that I didn't have any burning
confession to make, because I might have turned right around and sought
out a more anonymous monk. But Sister's warm and inviting presence was
right there, and we took some time to pray together, at the end of which
she slipped something into my hand. I was a little surprised and wondered
what it could be. It was a little wooden token with "The Way of Love" on
it.

At other times during the week in worship, the ushers handed out little
trifolds the size of business cards. (They probably have a churchy Latin
name, but I don't know it -- something like trifoldium cardorum
evangelicum.) It outlines seven "Practices for Jesus-Centered Life." The
Episcopal Diocese of Rhode Island is planning a whole year around The
Way of Love; check out www.episcopalri.org/wayoflove for more
information. I don't yet know how St. John's will participate in these
offerings from the Congregational Development Commission.

With or without the help of the Congregational Development Commission,
I commend these practices to you, as I myself daily endeavor to engage in
them. The Episcopal Church sometimes has the unfortunate habit of
turning practices into programs, thereby overcomplicating them. I reviewed
the curriculum for The Way of Love online, and found much to admire,
but also it left me a little exhausted thinking of how I might pull such a big
program together in a relatively small parish. So I'm setting that question
aside for now. I'd also like to make the point that as a rule of life, The Way
of Love is a good guide to discipleship, but it is no substitute for doing
what we all need to do to grow in faith, hope, and love, and learn to share
those things with others. In other words, a program is no substitute for a
revival.

So if we have a choice between a program and a revival -- and in many
ways, I think we do have that choice - let's not do the usual Episcopal
thing and choose the program, which minimizes personal and corporate
risk but also avoids opportunities for real growth. Let us instead choose
revival. It's a somewhat uncomfortable word, even for people like me who
grew up in an Evangelical milieu (in some ways perhaps because I grew up
in that environment). But it's a good word, and one we shouldn't be
bashful about reclaiming. It's true that an Episcopal (and better yet, AngloCatholic) revival would require us to move out of our comfort zones. It
might even be unpleasant. But I hope it beats the alternative, which is to
lose out on a chance to deepen our spiritual connections.
I believe that revival is necessary for personal and corporate flourishing.
This church, both locally and on a wider scale, will not grow and be
sustainable without revival. But that's not what should motivate us. What
motivates me, at least, is the desire for my own and my neighbor's
personal revival, of the sort that constantly restores us to right relationship
with God and each other through Jesus Christ.
Who's up for a revival?
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

This Sunday

On Sunday, November 18, at 10:00 a.m., we will hold a Mass for the
Feast of Dedication. Come one, come all, to celebrate the 124th
anniversary of the dedication of The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint
John the Evangelist. This is also the date of our In-Gathering, when the
goal is to have all pledge cards turned in and presented at the offertory.

Stewardship Update

We have recorded pledges totaling over $211,000! We are now less than
$39,000 away from our goal, which we can reach with your participation.
Your support makes all the difference. Thank you to all the donors who
are making this possible!
You may be wondering how we have already exceeded last year's goal of
$210,000, and whether we will inevitably fall victim now to the "law of
diminishing returns." Perhaps eventually, but not necessarily before we've
made even more headway. Thanks to data from Robin Cabral in the
Development Office and Beverly Brownell in the Business Office, here's
why we have reason to be optimistic:
So far, we have recorded forty (40) pledges, with a couple of others that
came in just today and are yet to be recorded. So we have 42 pledges over
$211,000. Last year, we had 41 pledges totaling $198,000 and one special
fund pledge that brought the total to over $200,000.
These 42 known pledges include seven (7) new pledges (thank you!) and
one renewed pledge -- that is, a pledge that we had received in years past,

but for some reason or other we did not receive for 2018.
The breakdown of our recorded pledges so far is as follows:
$25-$100: 2
$101-$300: 1
$301-$499: 2
$500-$999: 5
$1000-$1499: 5
$1500-$2499: 12
$2500-$5000: 5
$5,001-$10,000: 5
$10,001-$20,000: 1
Well over $20,000: 2
As you can see, every pledge, from $25 to well over $25,000, is important
and has an impact on what we can do as a community. Thank you to all
the real, live people represented by these statistics. We are grateful.
Beyond what you see above, seven (7) pledgers from last year have yet to
renew their pledges. The value of these seven combined approaches
$10,000, and could easily exceed this amount should even a few of these
faithful members choose to increase their pledges modestly. (Immodest
increases are also encouraged.)
At least a dozen (12) people who gave generously in 2018 but who did not
pledge might be moved by the Holy Spirit to make a pledge for 2019.
Doing so helps us plan our budget. Even if you fear you may not be able
to fulfill a pledge in 2019, giving a reasonable estimate is helpful and you
will never be looked askance at by anyone for any financial reason, which
is kept securely private. I promise.
There are many, many cheerful givers amongst our people, neighbors, and
friends who have never pledged to St. John's but who value our
community engagement, music, and scintillating letters from our Rector
every Friday, and who might decide that 2019 is the year to pledge. It is
the 125th anniversary year of the consecration of The Zabriskie Memorial
Church building, after all!
Who knows? Perhaps someone who looks at the table above but has
already pledged will say, "You know, I could do just a little bit more. Why
not?" If ten people who have already pledged for 2019 did this, I would
not be surprised if we exceeded our $250,000 goal!

So we live in hope. More than that, we live in faith, hope, and love.
If you have not yet made a pledge and would like to, or if you would like
to increase a pledge you have already made, please click here or on the
images below to do so.

See "A Call to Love" below for more details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.
Please Note: You will be thanked by name in our Annual Report and
possibly elsewhere unless you explicitly tell us to list you as
"Anonymous." You can do so by checking the box on the back of
the pledge card or on the online form, or by emailing
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Be assured that we respect your privacy and would never publish names
with giving ranges such as you see above without your express written
permission in advance. The Annual Report will list the names of those who

have pledged in 2018 and 2019 in alphabetical order, without dollar
amounts or giving levels indicated.

A Call to Love
If you did not receive a stewardship letter from us and would like to,
please call or email Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at (401) 8482561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org so that we may update your
address.
If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!
If you have requested or are expecting pledge envelopes, please look for
them in the back of the church with your name on them. If you do not see
your envelopes there and would like some, please let Fr. Humphrey know

or contact the office at 848-2561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Building & Grounds Update

On Wednesday, October 17, Fr. Humphrey noticed that we had a new

water feature bubbling up from the brickwork just outside the Guild Hall.
This turned out not to be a miraculous spring of holy water, but a leaking
pipe. Our Junior Warden Adrienne Haylor, ably assisted by Terry Chase,
made every effort to have the situation addressed as soon as possible.
Unfortunately, ASAP turned out to be four weeks later. But on
Wednesday, November 14, our prayers were answered and the problem
solved. In the process we discovered we needed to replace the Guild
Hall's 20-year-old hot water heater. All's well that ends well, though we've
yet to get all the bills from the folks who dug the hole, or the plumber, or
the water company!

Happy Thanksgiving

On Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, Nov. 22, Emmanuel Church, 42
Dearborn St., Newport, welcomes all to a special service giving thanks to
God in prayer, in hymns and in fellowship. This beautiful service is held in
the Choir at 10 a.m. Free parking is available in the lot directly across the
street from the church.
__________________________
St. John's wishes a very Happy Thanksgiving to all our neighbors,
friends, readers and community!

Advent Services & Christmas Events
Saturday, December 1, at noon and 6:00 p.m.
Choristers perform in 'A Christmas Carol' at Trinity Rep
(See details in "Choir School" news, below)

Sunday, December 2, at 5:00 p.m.

An Advent Service of Lessons & Carols

The Professional Choristers,
along with the combined choirs
of St. John's and Emmanuel
Church, will hold a joint
Advent Service of Lessons
& Carols on Sunday,
December 2, at 5:00 p.m. at St. John's. Advent Lessons & Carols is an
atmospheric sequence of traditional readings and Advent carols with
congregational hymns. Join in a centuries-old journey from twilight to light
as the historic church on the Point begins in near-darkness and
progresses in stages to full light along with the music. Directed by Peter
Stoltzfus Berton and Waylon Whitley; officiating clergy: the Rev. Dr. Anita
Louise Schell and Fr. Humphrey, with other area clergy and civic officials
participating. Free-will offering. Incense-free and child-friendly for ages 5
and up. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Thursday, December 13, at 7:00 p.m.
Christmas on the Point

The Professional Choristers,
along with the Adult Choir of
St. John's and guest soloists,
will perform Christmas on the
Point at St. John's on
Thursday, Dec. 13, at 7 p.m.
Christmas on the Point is a merry concert of organ music, choir and
instrumental selections and congregational caroling along with a traditional
reading of The Christmas Story. With special lighting and decoration, St.
John's comes alive with choirs, strings, vintage 1894 organ and guest
soloists. This year features Haydn's Little Organ Mass with choir, strings

and organ, and the local carol "Christmas on the Point." Directed by Peter
Stoltzfus Berton; The Christmas Story read by Fr. Humphrey. Suggested
donation $15, $10 seniors/students, children ages 5-12 free. This is a
Christmas in Newport event.

Monday, December 24, at 5:00 p.m. & 10:00 p.m.
Christmas Eve Services

The Professional Choristers
and the St. John's Adult Choir
will sing during candlelit
Christmas Eve services at St.
John's. The Choristers will
perform at the incense-free
family service at 5 p.m., while the 10 p.m. service features the Adult Choir
and all the trimmings. This is a Christmas in Newport event.

Tuesday, December 25, at 10:00 a.m.
Combined Service at Emmanuel Church

Thursday, December 27, at 6:30 p.m.
St. John's Day

Come celebrate the third day of Christmas and the feast day of our patron,
Saint John the Evangelist, with carols and a Procession & High Mass!

In Case You Missed It

If you can't make it to Church, you can still catch audio and sometimes
text of our sermons online at our website here. Happy Listening! Sermons
will be posted as soon as possible on Mondays or Tuesdays after Sunday
services.
If you missed last Sunday's moving observation of the 100th Anniversary
of Armistice Day, you can read Fr. Humphrey's most recent sermon,
Dulce et Decorum Est, pro Patria Mori, here.
We are also posting archived copies of The Evangelist on our website,
here.
As always, you can also keep up with us in general on our website,
saintjohns-newport.org, here, and on Facebook here.

Low Masses

A Low Mass for St. Andrew the Apostle
will be held on Friday, Nov. 30, after
Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.

The Choir School News
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Thanks to much hard work behind the scenes and from many participants,
including soprano Eden Casteel, above, and of course from our singers,
Our Candlelight Concert of Remembrance last Sunday was a moving and
memorable experience, and one that was captured in a beautiful photo
gallery by The Newport Daily News, both online at newportri.com
Monday, and in the print edition Tuesday morning. To view the photos at
The Daily News, click here.

Introducing our new, 2018-2019 Choir School of Newport County
Program Book! Be sure to pick one up at Sunday's Candlelight Concert of
Remembrance, for the latest about The Choir School, our Choristers and
expanded piano program, and our upcoming services and events.
And don't forget to support our advertisers, who help keep The Choir
School going along with our generous donors!
You can download the program book here and by clicking below.

We've expanded! We held recruiting events in July and August for our
expanded choir program. (In case you missed it, details here and a
flyer here.) Now, under the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez, we officially have expanded, adding a separate rehearsal each
week for boys. We have thus far recruited eight new choristers (five girls
and three boys), who began piano lessons and choir rehearsals two weeks
ago. Technically, thanks to having accepted two sets of siblings who each

are sharing one piano, we have four unassigned pianos and the ability to
offer four more places to qualified choristers.
Click here to read our notice in Newport This Week. We are committed to
filling these remaining slots soon, and, like many such things, rely on the
help of parishioners' word of mouth for success. Might you know
someone
who'd
like
to
join?
Please
email
Nikki
at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com
Our rehearsal on November 1 was dedicated to service music and
practicing processing, for the debut of the new girls on November 4. The
boys will first sing in church for the Feast of Dedication on November 18.
Members of both the boy and girl choirs along with St. John's adults will
be singing in two performances of Trinity Rep's A Christmas Carol on
Saturday, December 1, at noon and 6 pm. If you should be inclined to
attend this annual treat in Providence, here are special box office links to
order tickets, which when used automatically donate a portion of every
ticket sold back to the Choir School. Share the links with friends!
Tickets for December 1 at noon

Tickets for December 1 at 6 pm

The Samaritans Ministry

Our Giving Tree is Up!
Once again, the Samaritans are working with the East Bay Community
Action Program to "Adopt-A-Family." This is an especially rewarding
program through which all of us at St. John's can help bring Christmas
smiles and joy to families in our community. The Tree provides holiday
gifts, warm winter clothing and toys for our adopted family.
Gift tags of suggested items are attached with child's age, sizes for clothing
and toy requests from each child in our family. The way the program
works is to choose a tag from the Giving Tree, purchase and wrap the gift,
return the gift with the tag attached, and put it under the Tree no later
than Sunday, Dec. 9.
The Samaritans will collect all gifts and deliver to Santa's Newport location
on Monday, Dec. 10, for the families to receive later that week.
Questions? Please see Adrienne Haylor or Mary Jane Rodman.

New Bible Study Details
Fr. Humphrey intends to begin a new Bible Study on Sundays at noon in
his study beginning on December 9th, the Second Sunday in Advent. If
you wish to enroll in this Bible Study, please email him no later than
December 2nd at rector@saintjohns-newport.org or call the office at 8482561.

Hello everyone!

This week, the children learned
about All Souls' Day. We
discussed how it is often seen as a
sad day of mourning, but really it
is a day of reverent celebration for
the souls of those we love, and
not be be confused with solemnity
and sadness. We also discussed
the dual meaning of absolution
(which was news to these
teachers! Just goes to show, you are never too old or too experienced to
learn new things.) The children talked about souls they are celebrating this
year. There may have been several pets in the mix. :)
All the best,
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Nov. 13, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Strong and Weak:
Embracing a Life of Love, Risk, & True Flourishing by Andy Crouch,
continuing with Chapter 6, "Hidden Vulnerability." Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're interested in joining the
conversation.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible"
and the Old Testament. This week we continue with the New Testament
and a reading of Luke:

Read Scripture: Luke Ch. 1-9

Read Scripture: Luke Ch. 10-24
Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Nov. 18, 2018
The Feast of Dedication
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Bill Lippe & Robert Regalbuto
Thurifer: Patricia Burdick
Crucifer & Acolyte: John Sawicki

Click here for this week's service sheet.
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Share Your Love for St. John's!

If you would like to share your love of God and of St. John's and help us
grow, writing a Google or Yelp review of St. John's is a great way to help
people find us!
If you would like to write a Google review of St. John's, please click here
or paste this link into your browser: https://tinyurl.com/y9zom2a6. If you
are already signed in to your Google account, simply write your review -don't forget to click the number of stars you would like (5, of course!) -and then click "Post" in the lower right. If you are not signed in to your
account, you will need to sign in first, or if you do not have an account,
you will be asked to create one. To create a Google Gmail account, please
click here.

Taking just a few minutes to write something personal about what
makes St. John's meaningful to you will make a much better review, and
gives you a chance to show off your skills and love of St. John's!
To write a Yelp review, please find us here, and click on the red "Write a
Review" button on the right:

When you have completed your review, Yelp will ask you to complete the
post using your Facebook or Google sign-in.
Recently, Fr. Humphrey asked a parishioner to share what St. John's
means to her. This isn't part of our online reviews, but we thought we
would share her message with all of you too. Below is a note from a
longtime parishioner whom many of you know. If you feel inspired, please
consider writing your review to inspire others online!
"When invited, recently, by Fr. Nathan to share a few words about
"What St. John's means to me," a profound sense of inadequacy took

instant command. After all, for nearly thirty years - this extraordinary
place of worship and fellowship has been not only my "Second
Home," but my beloved "Extended Family." As such, it is (ipso facto)
a sustaining source of both Blessing and Challenge!
As I begin to consider, however, the myriad ways in which my life is
connected to/encircled by/ immersed in this particular very vibrant cell
of Christ's own Body, I am drawn to one of the more unique (albeit
intrinsic) commitments St. John's offers - indeed, to the world at large,
as well as to its parishioners.
Since keeping church doors unlocked is something of an anomaly in
the midst of today's constant "unpredictability," I am beyond grateful
for the spirit of trust in God's promise of protection that makes it
possible for ALL (whether prompted by "duty," need, generosity or
simple curiosity) to enter this sanctified space.
In addition, to complying with the contemporary admonition to be an
"open and accepting" church, St. John's has consistently retained the
tradition of being a "welcoming and transforming one." Together,
these two realities, are instrumentally inherent in the life-giving potential
for hearts - whether "seeking, locked, or broken" - to find refuge here.
Mine remains, thankfully, one among them!"
- Mary Jane Rodman

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, Nov. 18 - 10 a.m., Feast of Dedication
Sunday, Nov. 18 - Noon, Vestry Meeting
Monday, Nov. 19 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 20 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Monday, Nov. 26 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 27 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Friday, Nov. 30 - 5:45 p.m., Low Mass for St. Andrew

Saturday, Dec. 1 - noon & 6 p.m., Choristers at Trinity Rep
Sunday, Dec. 2 - 5 p.m., Advent Service of Lessons & Carols
Monday, Dec. 3 - 9 a.m. Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Dec. 4 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, Dec. 5 - Noon, Executive Committee

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

