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21 October 2018

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

Welcome, Ruby Jane!

This cute pumpkin above is Ruby Jane Rosella Radliff, born Thursday,
Oct. 11, at 9 pounds, 10 ounces and 20.5 inches to Meghan Rieman
and J.C. Radliff. We look forward to welcoming her into our church
community and introducing her to our other regular babe in arms, Luna.
The sound of babies is a growing church!

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
I like the lingo of police dramas like Law & Order. My favorites are

"means, motive, and opportunity" and "unindicted co-conspirator."

While these terms are usually applied to criminal activity, I've thought
about them in relation to St. John's. I think of those who support St.
John's as being "unindicted co-conspirators" in the flourishing of this
parish. Together, the people, neighbors, and friends of St. John's form a
cozy little conspiracy. And like the criminal variety, we have the means,
motive, and opportunity to carry out our plan.
Our plan is elegant and simple -- and it has three points, as all good plans
do. Let's review:
1. We will be a parish church like none other in Newport, capitalizing on
our prime location in the Point neighborhood to gather for the
worship of God in the beauty of holiness, the study and proclamation
of the Gospel, and the service of others, both near and far.
2. We will be the home base for a choir school of unparalleled
excellence in Rhode Island, drawing choristers from as many
neighborhoods and towns as possible to form lives of character and
service through the joy and discipline of choral music.
3. We will be the go-to community center for the Point, hosting
neighborhood meetings, exercise classes, concerts, Music on the
Lawn, and making our space available for all manner of other such
gatherings.
Together, we will conspire to accomplish all of these things, some of us
focusing on one area, others on two, and a few of us on all three, based on
each person's means, motive, and opportunity. So now let's review that
concept, taking these three items in reverse order.
Opportunity: I invite you to look for every conceivable opportunity to put

this plan into action, seven days a week. Sundays, we will gather members
of the team that is focused on point one of the plan above, but I'm
counting on you, my co-conspirators, to recruit others through living what
we believe and through sharing what we love. We have yet to run out of
pews!
Motive: Love, the operative word in the paragraph above. Love of God,
love for our neighbors both near and far, love for the awe-inspiring beauty
of our architectural and geographical setting. Love is our motive, plain and
simple.
Means: The resources at our disposal are what we use when we are
motivated by love and find opportunities to use our means to accomplish
our objectives. Chief among these, obviously, is our time, talent, and
treasure, and this year, in order to continue making progress, we will need
a robust operating budget. I thank those of you who have already made
pledges or outright donations towards our 2019 pledge goal of $250,000.
But we clearly need more unindicted co-conspirators to join the
conspiracy to ensure the flourishing of St. John's in 2019. Will you be
one?
There you have it: means, motive, and opportunity to accomplish our plan.
If you are not already conspiring with me, I hope this little note will inspire
you to do so. You may count on receiving progress reports and updates
between now and the end of the year. And remember, secrecy is not one
of our watchwords, so be sure to forward this email to other potential coconspirators. We have something special here at St. John's, and we'd love
to share it.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Stewardship Update

We have 14 pledges thus far totaling
over $50,000 and are therefore one-fifth
of the way toward our $250,000 pledge
goal for 2019. Thank you to all the
early birds who have made this
possible!
This is remarkable progress, given that
in 2013, our total pledges from all
givers amounted to $50,000. Last year,
we had pledges in excess of $200,000,
a fourfold increase over 2013. Let's aim for a fivefold increase over that
year in 2019! See "A Call to Love" below for details on how you, too, can
contribute to the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member,
neighbor, or friend.

A Call to Love

Our St. John's stewardship campaign for the coming year, A Call to Love,
is under way.
If you have not received a letter from us and would like to, please email or
call Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org or (401) 848-2561 so that we may update your address.

If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
c a r d here, or pick up a stewardship
brochure and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!

A Liturgical Note on Subdeacons
Deacon Buck Close departed this past week for
New Orleans for the winter. Last year, Fr.
Humphrey expended a lot of energy securing
substitute clergy to fill in while our deacon was
away. But Fr. Humphrey was intrigued to learn
from Deacon Close that the parish he serves in
New Orleans, St. Anna's, has a different practice.
When there is no deacon or second priest to take
the role of the deacon, they have two subdeacons.
The celebrant proclaims the Gospel, bids the confession, prepares the
altar, and gives the dismissal, which may only be done by clergy, but the
canons allow lay people to lead the prayers and assist with other aspects

of the liturgy. At St. Anna's, the right-hand subdeacon's tunicle is identical
to the deacon's dalmatic but without the stole, and so the choreography,
so to speak, of the three sacred ministers is preserved. When the Bishop
visited in September, Fr. Humphrey floated the idea of following this
liturgical practice whenever our deacon was away, and the Bishop had no
objection.
This Sunday, Michael Northup will serve as the right-hand subdeacon, with
Robert Regalbuto as our left-hand subdeacon. Whenever Michael is
unavailable, Robert will fill in on the right, and one of our other dedicated
acolytes will take the usual subdeacon position. So far, Tyler Will, Bill
Lippe, Patricia Burdick, Br. Bill Weisert, John Sawicki, and Bill Martin
have been trained to be subdeacons and have varying degrees of
experience in this role. We are also assisted from time to time by Michael
Payton and others, and the acolyte corps can always use one or two new
recruits. At minimum, we need three lay people now for the High Mass,
with four or five being ideal. If you would be willing to serve as crucifer,
bell ringer, thurifer, or in additional roles, please email Fr. Humphrey at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

This Sunday
Half of the Pell Bridge will be
closed this Sunday for the Pell
Bridge Run. This usually
doesn't interfere with traffic
flow, but you might want to
allow a few extra minutes to get
to church. Don't let the runners
keep you from flocking to St.
John's!

Upcoming

T h e Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church (that's him above, center, with Fr. Humphrey and Atlanta Dean
Sam Candler at General Convention 2018), will be preacher at a festive
Episcopal Revival in Pittsfield, Mass., on Sunday, Oct. 21.
The Revival is sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Western
Massachusetts and The Episcopal Church, and will be live-streamed by
Emmanuel Church, the corner of Dearborn and Spring streets, Newport.
The event will be held in the library of Emmanuel Church and free parking
is available in the lot across from the church on Dearborn.
For more information about this event, please call (401) 847-0675 or visit
emmanuelnewport.org.

On Monday, Oct. 22, Emmanuel Church presents the next in their
"Speaking of Religion" series, "Jewish High Holy Days: A month of
celebration and introspection," at 7 p.m. with Lisa Kotlen.
Lisa is a fourth-generation Rhode Islander, currently living in Bristol. She
served on the Board of Temple Shalom in Middletown for many years as
both their vice president and chairwoman of their Education Committee.
She has taught religious school in synagogues all over the country, in
addition to participating in dozens of interfaith presentations. She has
created and held Mock Passover Seders, written and produced holiday
plays, enjoyed cultural discussions with international students, and her
home/kitchen has always been open to any who care to savor a good
home-cooked meal and lots of conversation.
Lisa is a consummate volunteer, global traveler, and cook (including
preparing original recipes on live TV in California). Most important, Lisa is
a proud mother of three. Her son (an Orthodox rabbi) and his wife teach at
a private Jewish day school in Denver, Colorado; her daughter is a
veterinary assistant in Santa Barbara, CA. Lisa's greatest delight is being a
Savta [SAHV-tah] (Hebrew for grandmother) to three beautiful
grandchildren. She has passed on her love of Judaism, and the importance
of sharing their culture, to all of them!
All are welcome. Free parking is available in the church lot, across from
the church's entrance at 42 Dearborn Street.

To purchase tickets for the November 11 concert online, click here
Program Ad Book News
The concert above is being co-produced by Friends of Music at St. John's
and The Choir School. Both organizations are currently soliciting display

advertising and donation listings for the 2018-2019 edition of the Program
Book ... the nice green book that began last year.
This book is a major source of revenue
as well as a recruiting tool, grant
application attachment, and community
resource describing the reach of our
programming and extent of our many
supporters. If you'd like to sell an ad to
a business you support, it's easy to do!
Download the ad/listing form here, and
email along with this link to last year's
book.
Check in with Peter Berton first to be
sure someone else isn't already
soliciting that vendor. Deadline is
October 23, for the book to be
produced in time for the November 11
concert. All contributors of record from the past year, who made a
donation after last year's book's Fall press deadline, will be included in the
coming edition. Thank you for your support!

All Souls
Do you have the name of a loved one you'd like to submit for this year's
Necrology, to be published in our All Souls program book on Nov. 11? If
so, please fill out one of the cards below, at the front and back of the
church, or write or call Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at (401) 8482561 or parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

Diocesan Convention

The 228th Diocesan Convention will be held at St. Luke's Church in East
Greenwich on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 2-3. Among the business
conducted will be the election and appointment of clergy and laypersons to
positions of responsibility on the Councils and committees of the
Diocese.
This year, 15 clergy and lay slots need to be filled. There are openings on
the following Councils and Committees:
Bishop's Standing Committee
Diocesan Council
Commission of Finance
Commission on Congregational Development
Investments Committee

If you are interested in serving on any of these bodies, please be in touch
with Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. He just happens to
be the chair of the Elections & Nominations Committee, responsible for
putting together the slate of candidates!

Low Masses
The following Low Masses will be held after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.:

On Tuesday, Oct. 23, for
Saint James of Jerusalem,
right.

On Tuesday, Oct. 30, for Saint Simon and Saint Jude the Apostles.
(Please note: This Mass is being transferred from Oct. 29.)

The Choir School News

We've expanded! We held recruiting events in July and August for our
expanded choir program. (In case you missed it, details here and a
flyer here.) Now, under the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez, we officially have expanded, adding a separate rehearsal each
week for boys. We have thus far recruited eight new choristers (five girls
and three boys), who began piano lessons and choir rehearsals two weeks
ago. Technically, thanks to having accepted two sets of siblings who each
are sharing one piano, we have four unassigned pianos and the ability to
offer four more places to qualified choristers.
Click here to read our notice in Newport This Week. We are committed to
filling these remaining slots soon, and, like many such things, rely on the
help of parishioners' word of mouth for success. Might you know
someone
who'd
like
to
join?
Please
email
Nikki
at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com
Our rehearsal on October 16 was led by Dr. Barry Rose, visiting these
shores again after directing our choir for two weeks last August in England.
With 16 singers, we were faced with a shortage of space in our usual
rehearsal location in the Guild Hall, to the extent it was dangerous to be in
the back rows of seats near the edges of the stage, so we set up
temporarily on the floor. What a wonderful problem to have!

New Bible Study Proposed
Fr. Humphrey proposes to start a new Bible study, but would like to hear
from you about your preferences for day and time. The two best options
are Wednesdays at 9 a.m. or Sundays at noon. If you are interested in
joining, please email rector@saintjohns-newport.org with your choice of
day and time; feel free to propose others, keeping in mind that Monday is
the rector's day off.

Hello everyone!
Our Sunday School year is in full swing and we are ready for your children
to join in! We have lots of fun planned, full of learning and wondering in
equal measure, including a makeover for our corner!
The children are excited to continue dressing up the space and making it
their own. Your children are welcome to join in any week and we will easily

fold them into our fun. We look forward to exciting times ahead :)
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 23, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Strong and Weak:
Embracing a Life of Love, Risk, & True Flourishing by Andy Crouch,
continuing
with Chapter
3,
"Suffering." Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're interested in joining the
conversation.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible"
and the Old Testament. This week we delve into the New Testament,
starting with an overview, and then the first part of Matthew, Ch. 1-13.

Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Service Details for Sunday

Sunday, Oct. 21, 2018
The Twenty-Second Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 24
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons: Michael Northup & Robert Regalbuto
Acolytes:
Patricia Burdick
John Sawicki
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Monday, Oct. 22 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 23 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Oct. 23 - 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting
Monday, Oct. 29 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 30 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Monday, Nov. 5 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 6 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Nov. 6 - Election Day - polling in Guild Hall
Wednesday, Nov. 7 - Noon, Executive Committee
Sunday, Nov. 11 - 4 p.m., Concert of Remembrance
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