The Evangelist
14 October 2018

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
The gospel appointed for Morning Prayer today was Luke 8:1-15. I was
struck by the fact that in Luke, the parable of the sower and its
interpretation is preceded by this description of Jesus' entourage: "And the
twelve were with him, and also some women ... Mary, called Magdalene ...
and Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's steward, and Susanna, and many
others, who provided for them out of their means." Luke off-handedly
mentions that Jesus and the twelve men who were going "through the cities
and villages, preaching and bringing the good news of the kingdom of
God" were being supported financially by several women, at least one of
whom, Joanna, was likely very wealthy, because she was married to King
Herod's steward. (Imagine the sort of lucrative influence-peddling such a
position made possible.) This, then, is Jesus' business model: he and his
disciples don't have to worry about where their next meal is coming from
because several women of means were providing for their needs.

Was Jesus exploiting these women? Luke explains that they followed Jesus
because by him, they "had been healed of evil spirits and infirmities." That
is, out of gratitude for the spiritual abundance Jesus had brought to their
lives, they were moved to give some measure of their material abundance. I
wondered, therefore, what these women thought when Jesus explained part
of the parable of the sower thusly: "And as for what fell among the thorns,
they are those who hear, but as they go on their way they are choked by
the cares and riches and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature.
And as for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word,
hold it fast in an honest and good heart, and bring forth fruit with
patience." I imagine that these women were among those who, having been
healed by Jesus, did not allow "the cares and riches and pleasures of life"
to stunt their spiritual growth, but had honest and good hearts, and by their
support of Jesus' ministry were indeed bringing forth "fruit with patience."

I want very much to be like those women with "honest and good" hearts,
and not someone who is "choked by the cares and riches and pleasures of
life." And it seems to me that the only way to be like them is to do as they
do, and be eager to give of my own material abundance in thanksgiving for
the spiritual abundance I have received at Jesus' hands. This, at least, is
what motivates my own stewardship.
I was reminded very clearly this past week that the community of St.
John's extends far beyond the people who come to Mass every Sunday.
Two small examples: First, I have just returned from a simple graveside
service for a 96-year-old woman I never even knew had once been an
active member of St. John's until the funeral home called to inform me of
this fact. It is a humbling thing to be entrusted with the privilege of
commending someone to God. Second, I received a personal note that
reminded me of what a wonderfully small world the Episcopal Church can
be, and how connected we all are, whether we know it or not.
This past week, I have been giving particular thought to the challenges of

pastoral care. I was reminded that keeping track of everyone is not as
simple as I'd like it to be, as I visited a parishioner in the hospital, and the
next day I visited one of our oldest and most beloved parishioners in the
nursing home, and continued on to visit a husband and wife in their home
about a half an hour's drive away from the church. (I even had to cross a
bridge to get there!) In all three conversations, what impressed me most
was how important it is for everyone to stay connected. This is why I'm
grateful for the Evangelist. Each week it enables me to stay more
connected to you than would be possible otherwise. But I realized the
Evangelist isn't enough on its own. With the help of Melanie Ventura in the
office, we are attempting to bring the website up to date by posting the
most recent sermons, whether in manuscript form or audio file, or both.
She and I have also been spending a lot of time (a lot of time) poring over
the database in preparation of a major stewardship mailing, which itself is a
humbling experience, in that I see the names of many people with whom I
would like to be better in touch with, and many whose connection to St.
John's I hope can be strengthened in one way or another.
The thought occurred to me that most (though by no means all) of us have
accustomed ourselves to an annual physical with our primary care doctor.
I wondered how many people at St. John's need its counterpart, a spiritual
checkup. (And in wondering that, I set up my own with my confessor!)
While the rite of reconciliation is the most formal way of having such a
checkup, an informal conversation might be more approachable for others.
So I'd like to take this opportunity to invite you to schedule a spiritual
checkup with me or with some other trustworthy person near you. We all
need to take stock, from time to time, of how we can be better equipped,
with God's help, to bring forth "fruit with patience."
For when we do bring forth good fruit, it's inevitable that we will want to
share that with others, to be liberated from "the cares and riches and
pleasures of life" that stunt our spiritual growth. And we will look for
people and places that can help us do so. And of course, I'm personally
biased in favor of a certain community whose community begins at the
corner of Washington and Willow streets, but radiates outwards,
throughout the neighborhood and even across bridges to far-flung corners,
where our friends are, I hope, being nurtured in some way, shape, or form
from our ministry and witness. How you share your material abundance so
that spiritual abundance might be multiplied is, first and foremost, between
you and God. If it happens to involve us, you'll find plenty of information
on how to make that happen in the stewardship section below.
Yours in Christ's service,

N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

A Call to Love

Our St. John's stewardship campaign for the coming year, A Call to Love,
is under way. If you would like to pledge your support for St. John's,
please visit our online pledge card here, or pick up a stewardship brochure
and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through our secure parish database,
Realm, you can register for a new account here. If you already have a
Realm account, you can log in here. To give a one-time gift online with or

without an account, please click here.
Thank you as always for your generous support.

Upcoming

The annual Harvest Fair at St. Joseph's Church will take place on
Saturday, Oct. 13, from 9:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the church's parish hall,
located at the corner of Broadway and Mann Ave. in Newport.
This popular fundraiser always guarantees fun for the whole family.
Featured activities and tables include, a major raffle with cash prizes, a
quilt raffle, silent auction, theme baskets for raffle, Spanish table, boutique
table, a 50/50 raffle, kid's zone and a variety of artists.
There will be a food court for lunch and a table filled with delicious baked
goods. Questions? Call the St. Joseph's rectory at 847-0065.

T h e Most Rev. Michael B. Curry, presiding bishop of the Episcopal
Church (that's him above, center, with Fr. Humphrey and Atlanta Dean
Sam Candler at General Convention 2018), will be preacher at a festive
Episcopal Revival in Pittsfield, Mass., on Sunday, Oct. 21.
The Revival is sponsored by the Episcopal Diocese of Western
Massachusetts and The Episcopal Church, and will be live-streamed by
Emmanuel Church, the corner of Dearborn and Spring streets, Newport.
The event will be held in the library of Emmanuel Church and free parking
is available in the lot across from the church on Dearborn.
For more information about this event, please call (401) 847-0675 or visit
emmanuelnewport.org.

On Monday, Oct. 22, Emmanuel Church presents the next in their
Speaking of Religion" series, "Jewish High Holy Days: A month of
celebration and introspection," at 7 p.m. with Lisa Kotlen.
Lisa is a fourth-generation Rhode Islander, currently living in Bristol. She
served on the Board of Temple Shalom in Middletown for many years as
both their vice president and chairwoman of their Education Committee.
She has taught religious school in synagogues all over the country, in
addition to participating in dozens of interfaith presentations. She has

created and held Mock Passover Seders, written and produced holiday
plays, enjoyed cultural discussions with international students, and her
home/kitchen has always been open to any who care to savor a good
home-cooked meal and lots of conversation.
Lisa is a consummate volunteer, global traveler, and cook (including
preparing original recipes on live TV in California). Most important, Lisa is
a proud mother of three. Her son (an Orthodox rabbi) and his wife teach at
a private Jewish day school in Denver, Colorado; her daughter is a
veterinary assistant in Santa Barbara, CA. Lisa's greatest delight is being a
Savta [SAHV-tah] (Hebrew for grandmother) to three beautiful
grandchildren. She has passed on her love of Judaism, and the importance
of sharing their culture, to all of them!
All are welcome. Free parking is available in the church lot, across from
the church's entrance at 42 Dearborn Street.

Program Ad Book News
The concert above is being co-produced by Friends of Music at St. John's
and The Choir School. Both organizations are currently soliciting display
advertising and donation listings for the 2018-2019 edition of the Program
Book ... the nice green book that began last year.

This book is a major source of revenue
as well as a recruiting tool, grant
application attachment, and community
resource describing the reach of our
programming and extent of our many
supporters. If you'd like to sell an ad to
a business you support, it's easy to do!
Download the ad/listing form here, and
email along with this link to last year's
book.
Check in with Peter Berton first to be
sure someone else isn't already
soliciting that vendor. Deadline is
October 23, for the book to be
produced in time for the November 11
concert. All contributors of record from the past year, who made a
donation after last year's book's Fall press deadline, will be included in the
coming edition. Thank you for your support!

Diocesan Convention

The 228th Diocesan Convention will be held at St. Luke's Church in East
Greenwich on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 2-3. Among the business
conducted will be the election and appointment of clergy and laypersons to
positions of responsibility on the Councils and committees of the
Diocese.
This year, 15 clergy and lay slots need to be filled. There are openings on
the following Councils and Committees:
Bishop's Standing Committee
Diocesan Council
Commission of Finance

Commission on Congregational Development
Investments Committee
If you are interested in serving on any of these bodies, please be in touch
with Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. He just happens to
be the chair of the Elections & Nominations Committee, responsible for
putting together the slate of candidates!

Low Masses
The following Low Masses will be held after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.:

On Thursday, Oct. 18, for Saint
Luke the Evangelist.

On Tuesday, Oct. 23, for Saint
James of Jerusalem.

On Tuesday, Oct. 30, for Saint Simon and Saint Jude the Apostles.
(Please note: This Mass is being transferred from Oct. 29.)

The Choir School News

We've expanded! We held recruiting events in July and August for our
expanded choir program. (In case you missed it, details here and a
flyer here.) Now, under the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez, we officially have expanded, adding a separate rehearsal each
week for boys. We have thus far recruited eight new choristers (five girls
and three boys), who began piano lessons and choir rehearsals two weeks
ago. Technically, thanks to having accepted two sets of siblings who each
are sharing one piano, we have four unassigned pianos and the ability to
offer four more places to qualified choristers. Click here to read our notice
in Newport This Week. We are committed to filling these remaining slots
soon, and, like many such things, rely on the help of parishioners' word of
mouth for success. Might you know someone who'd like to join? Please
email Nikki at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com

England Tour Celebration
On September 30 following a lovely Evensong for Michaelmas, many
learned about our August 2018 tour to England first-hand, from a video
and slide show in the Guild Hall. Along with narration by Peter Berton, we
heard about the trip from the perspective of several interviews with
choristers, made by Newport filmmaker Larry Kraman. These interviews
and yet more stories and photos, with more musical excerpts, are being
compiled into a longer presentation than time allowed on Sunday. This
project is being produced in DVD format, available in December. The
interviews and musical excerpts are also being edited into a very short form
for inclusion on our website. Stay tuned for announcement of these

materials, and meanwhile enjoy this preview of some of the charm of
unscripted interviews.

To read an account of our England Tour from the perspective of a British
reviewer, check out "An American Visit" in the latest Friends of Cathedral
Music newsletter, here. Friends of Cathedral Music is a charity which
supports all choirs that sing cathedral-style music. The newsletter includes
an account of the Hereford Cathedral Choir's tour to sing at the Vatican,
written by a chorister, as another example of the benefits of travel as part
of a choir school education.

The Professional Choristers and the St. John's Adult Choir, at Hereford
Cathedral during the August 2018 England Tour.

New Bible Study Proposed
Fr. Humphrey proposes to start a new Bible study, but would like to hear
from you about your preferences for day and time. The two best options

are Wednesdays at 9 a.m. or Sundays at noon. If you are interested in
joining, please email rector@saintjohns-newport.org with your choice of
day and time; feel free to propose others, keeping in mind that Monday is
the rector's day off.

Hello everyone!
Our Sunday School year is in full swing and we are ready for your children
to join in! We have a fun year planned, full of learning and wondering in
equal measure. In the coming weeks, glance over at our corner, which will
be receiving a makeover.
The children are excited to continue dressing up the space and making it
their own. Our lessons began with the first of a three-part series on Daniel.
In Week 1, we watched a video introducing Daniel and his ability to
interpret dreams by hearing the voice of God.
In Week 2, children will be bringing in some examples of dreams they have
had, and we will all practice being Daniel and will try interpreting the
dreams. All children are welcome to come join in, and bring a dream!
The following week will all be about the Lion's Den, and we will act out the
story together. Your children are welcome to join in any week and we will
easily fold them into our fun. We look forward to an exciting year ahead :)
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth

Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 16, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Strong and Weak:
Embracing a Life of Love, Risk, & True Flourishing by Andy Crouch,
continuing
with Chapter
2,
"Flourishing." Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're interested in joining the
conversation.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible,"
and started reading the Old Testament. We continue this week with Ruth:

Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Oct.14, 2018
The Twenty-First Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 23
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Preacher & Deacon: Deacon Close

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Preacher & Deacon: Deacon Close
Acolytes:
Tyler Will
Patricia Burdick
John Sawicki

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Monday, Oct. 15 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 16 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Oct. 16 - (No Vestry Meeting)
Monday, Oct. 22 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 23 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Oct. 23 - 6:30 p.m., Vestry Meeting

Monday, Oct. 29 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 30 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Monday, Nov. 5 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 6 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Nov. 6 - Election Day - polling in Guild Hall
Wednesday, Nov. 7 - Noon, Executive Committee
Sunday, Nov. 11 - Concert of Remembrance
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