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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's
This past May, on Pentecost Sunday, we baptized two beautiful children,
Luna and Keemya. At Coffee Hour afterwards, Keemya's grandmother,
Liz, let me know that although she had her own children baptized, she
herself had never been baptized. I am pleased to announce that we will
celebrate her baptism two Sundays from now, on All Saints Sunday at the
ten o'clock service. If you can join us that morning, you are in for a real
treat. If you can't be there, please keep Liz and her whole family in your
prayers as we welcome Liz into the company of the saints.
Since coming to St. John's, I've officiated at a father-daughter baptism, but
this is the first time I will have baptized both a granddaughter and her
grandmother! You just never know how God will move in someone's life.
The important thing is to stay open to the movement of the Spirit, and to
encourage each other toward deeper connection with each other and with
God in Christ Jesus.
When Liz and I met to discuss her upcoming baptism, I found myself
talking about the meaning of the word "sacrament." The catechism defines
a sacrament as an "outward and visible sign of an inward and invisible
grace," but I didn't get into that. I started my spiel by saying that the word
"sacrament" means "mystery." Baptism is a mystery not in the whodunnit
sense of an Agatha Christie novel, but as something that can only be
understood insofar as one participates in it.

The best example of a mystery of this sort is love. Love is sacramental in
the sense that there's no way to understand what love is except through the
experience of loving and being loved. You cannot program a robot to love
or feel loved (at least, not yet). The more one loves, and the more one
allows oneself to be loved, the greater one's participation in the mystery of
love. We can never understand love fully or comprehend it entirely
because the mystery of love is bigger than we are. It comprehends us, that
is, it embraces us more than we can ever embrace it.
Baptism works in the same way ... if we let it. The more we participate in
the community of the church, even in our sinfulness, the more that the
grace of our baptism permeates us and embraces our community. The
more we gather to worship God and to hear God's Word, the betterequipped we become to share Christ's love with others. This is why it's so
important to gather day in, day out, week in, week out: so that we can
experience the mystery of God's love and share it with others.
Admittedly, this is not always easy. Communities are formed by real
people, with all of our shortcomings and failings, all the ways we annoy
and frustrate each other. But that's family for you. Baptism brings us into
the fellowship of a new family, a family that's far from perfect, but one that
has a purpose that can only be perfected with your participation. We need
each other, and we need to keep at it. Sometimes it's a slog, but life in
community is worth it. And (call me biased), but I believe St. John's in
particular is worth it.
Aren't you glad St. John's exists to welcome grandmothers like Liz into the
household of God? We aren't perfect by any stretch of the imagination,
and the more of us there are, the less perfect we will become! But we are
always invited to enter into the mystery that is the Church itself, and
through participating in it, learn to love and serve one another and the
world around us.

Next time you are in church, whether that's St. John's or somewhere else, I
want you to look around and ask yourself who isn't in the pews but who
needs to be. That person may be someone who is missing because of
illness, or even estrangement from some other person who is there. Or it
may be someone who isn't even yet a member. Look around and see who
isn't there, whom you can invite into this particular community of faith.
And if you haven't been to St. John's in a while, whether you live nearby or
not, know that you are wanted, missed, and needed. I give thanks that the
Evangelist is one small way to stay connected. Whatever it takes for you to
be connected to us, and we to you, do it. It may be as simple as dropping
me an email to check in or reaching out to another member of this
community to catch up on what's been happening in his or her life.
But before you scroll on down to skim the many things that are going on at
St. John's, think about the ways you are and are not connected to us, and
we to you, and think about who else can be reconnected to us or perhaps
even introduced to St. John's, and then take some sort of action that will
encourage someone else, and enlarge the capacity of St. John's to be a
force for good in the world.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphey+
XIV Rector

Stewardship Update

We have 23 pledges thus far totaling
over $171,000 and are therefore at
nearly 70 percent of our $250,000
pledge goal for 2019. Thank you to all
the donors who have made this
possible!
This is remarkable progress, given that
in 2013, our total pledges from all
givers amounted to $50,000. Last year,
we had pledges in excess of $200,000,
a fourfold increase over 2013. Let's aim for a fivefold increase over that
year in 2019!
We are still awaiting over 20 renewals from parishioners whose pledges
add up to roughly $50,000. This means we are in need of increased and
new pledges totaling $30,000 to meet our goal. Every pledge adds up, and
it is wonderful to see how responsive our members, neighbors, and friends
have been so far.
See "A Call to Love" below for details on how you, too, can contribute to
the flourishing of this community, whether you are a member, neighbor, or
friend.

A Call to Love

Our St. John's stewardship campaign for the coming year, A Call to Love,
is under way.
If you have not received a letter from us and would like to, please email or
call Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org or (401) 848-2561 so that we may update your address.
If you would like to pledge your support for
S t . John's, please visit our online pledge
c a r d here, or pick up a stewardship
brochure and pledge in the church.
To set up recurring online payments through
our secure parish database, Realm, you can
register for a new account here. If you
already have a Realm account, you can log
in here.
To give a one-time gift online with or
without an account, please click here.
And, our newest way to give:

Thank you as always for your generous support!

Signs of Progress!

If you've been to St. John's since last Friday, you may have noticed new
signage around campus, including street numbers, plaques, and a
freestanding sign on the corner of Washington and Poplar marking the
location of Dennis House, whose Washington Street address confuses
many people because the front door faces Poplar Street! John Liptak
manufactured and installed the signs, a project that the Men's Club
sponsored with Vestry support and which was overseen by Junior Warden

Adrienne Haylor.

This Weekend
Stop by the Halloween Village at the Episcopal Conference Center
tomorrow as the Professional Choristers treat you to family-friendly
Halloween fun with a Harry Potter-themed cabin and lots of goodies.
Costumes encouraged and admission is free!

Upcoming

A Celebration of Saints with Procession in honor of All Saints Day
will be held on Sunday, Nov. 4, at 10 a.m. This service celebrates with
great joy all the saints who have entered into glory and features an indoor
procession and baptism. If you would like information on having yourself,
your child, or grandchild baptized at this special service or at our next
baptismal service on Sunday, Nov. 25, please call the parish office at 401848-2561.

A Solemn High Mass of Requiem for the repose of the souls of all the
war dead, commemorating in particular the 100th anniversary of the end of
World War I, will be held Sunday, Nov. 11, at 10 a.m. Veterans, activeduty service members, their families and loved ones are especially invited
to attend this special service.
We will also remember with great solemnity all the departed who have
entered into the nearer presence of God. Are you mourning the loss of
someone near to you, or simply want to honor the memory of your
departed loved ones? If you submit the names of your departed loved
ones to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org by Wednesday, Oct. 31,
their names will be listed in the service booklet and remembered in the
Mass intentions.
We often don't give ourselves the space to mourn and remember, and the
Requiem Mass, with its total focus on those who have died, is a powerful
and intimate way of doing so. At the liturgy, a catafalque symbolizing all
those who have passed on before us is placed at the front of the church,
and special prayers are said for the repose of their souls. Rich in ritual and
symbolism, the Requiem is a profound experience for those who have
never before encountered it, and a moving one no matter how many
Requiem Masses one has attended.
We invite all who wish to honor the war dead, and all those who mourn, to
join us in this special service of remembrance.
Do you have the name of a loved one you'd like to submit for this year's
Necrology, to be published in our All Souls program book? If so, please
fill out one of the cards below, at the front and back of the church, or
contact
the
parish
administrator
at parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org or (401) 848-2561 .

To purchase tickets for the November 11 concert online, click here
Program Ad Book News
The concert above is being co-produced by Friends of Music at St. John's
and The Choir School. Both organizations are currently soliciting display

advertising and donation listings for the 2018-2019 edition of the Program
Book ... the nice green book that began last year.
This book is a major source of revenue
as well as a recruiting tool, grant
application attachment, and community
resource describing the reach of our
programming and extent of our many
supporters. If you'd like to sell an ad to
a business you support, it's easy to do!
Download the ad/listing form here, and
email along with this link to last year's
book.
Check in with Peter Berton first to be
sure someone else isn't already
soliciting that vendor. Deadline is
October 23, for the book to be
produced in time for the November 11
concert. All contributors of record from the past year, who made a
donation after last year's book's Fall press deadline, will be included in the
coming edition. Thank you for your support!

Diocesan Convention

The 228th Diocesan Convention will be held at St. Luke's Church in East
Greenwich on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 2-3. Among the business
conducted will be the election and appointment of clergy and laypersons to
positions of responsibility on the Councils and committees of the
Diocese.
This year, 15 clergy and lay slots need to be filled. There are openings on
the following Councils and Committees:
Bishop's Standing Committee

Diocesan Council
Commission of Finance
Commission on Congregational Development
Investments Committee
If you are interested in serving on any of these bodies, please be in touch
with Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. He just happens to
be the chair of the Elections & Nominations Committee, responsible for
putting together the slate of candidates!

Low Masses
The following Low Masses will be held after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.:

On Tuesday, Oct. 30, for Saint Simon and Saint Jude the
Apostles.
(Please note: This Mass is being transferred from Oct. 29.)

The Choir School News

We've expanded! We held recruiting events in July and August for our
expanded choir program. (In case you missed it, details here and a
flyer here.) Now, under the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki
Vazquez, we officially have expanded, adding a separate rehearsal each
week for boys. We have thus far recruited eight new choristers (five girls
and three boys), who began piano lessons and choir rehearsals two weeks
ago. Technically, thanks to having accepted two sets of siblings who each
are sharing one piano, we have four unassigned pianos and the ability to
offer four more places to qualified choristers.
Click here to read our notice in Newport This Week. We are committed to
filling these remaining slots soon, and, like many such things, rely on the
help of parishioners' word of mouth for success. Might you know
someone
who'd
like
to
join?
Please
email
Nikki
at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com
Our rehearsal on October 16 was led by Dr. Barry Rose, visiting these
shores again after directing our choir for two weeks last August in England.
With 16 singers, we were faced with a shortage of space in our usual
rehearsal location in the Guild Hall, to the extent it was dangerous to be in
the back rows of seats near the edges of the stage, so we set up
temporarily on the floor. What a wonderful problem to have!

New Bible Study Proposed
Fr. Humphrey proposes to start a new Bible study, but would like to hear
from you about your preferences for day and time. The two best options
are Wednesdays at 9 a.m. or Sundays at noon. If you are interested in
joining, please email rector@saintjohns-newport.org with your choice of
day and time; feel free to propose others, keeping in mind that Monday is
the rector's day off.

Hello everyone!
Our Sunday School year is in full swing and we are ready for your children
to join in! We have lots of fun planned, full of learning and wondering in
equal measure, including a makeover for our corner!
The children are excited to continue dressing up the space and making it
their own. Your children are welcome to join in any week and we will easily

fold them into our fun. We look forward to exciting times ahead :)
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Oct. 30, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Strong and Weak:
Embracing a Life of Love, Risk, & True Flourishing by Andy Crouch,
continuing
with Chapter
4,
"Withdrawing." Please RSVP to
rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're interested in joining the
conversation.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible"
and the Old Testament. This week we examine part two of Matthew, Ch.
14-28.

Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Oct. 28, 2018
The Twenty-Third Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 25
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Subdeacons:
Michael Northup
& Robert Regalbuto
Acolytes:
Patricia Burdick
John Sawicki

Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Monday, Oct. 29 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 30 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Tuesday, Oct. 30 - 5:30 p.m., Low Mass in honor of Sts. Simon and
Jude
Sunday, Nov. 4 - All Saints Sunday
Monday, Nov. 5 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 6 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study

Tuesday, Nov. 6 - Election Day - polling in Guild Hall
Wednesday, Nov. 7 - Noon, Executive Committee
Sunday, Nov. 11 - All Souls Day
Sunday, Nov. 11 - 4 p.m., Concert of Remembrance
Monday, Nov. 12 - Veterans Day
Monday, Nov. 12 - No Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Nov. 13 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
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