The Evangelist
9 September 2018

We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
St. John's is now the proud possessor of a diaper changing station! But
don't come rushing to our bathroom with your (ahem) "precious bundles
of joy" just yet, as our hard-working sexton still needs to install it. Never
fear: it will be up and ready for duty soon.
Now, most of us won't have much use for a diaper changing station. St.
John's has gotten by over the past 143 years without one, after all, and I'm
sure during that time there have been more than a few diapers changed in
what is now our Guild Hall. But I rejoice at such little things like this
because they are indicative of the kind of community we want to be, and
that at heart I believe we already are: a community of care.

People in communities that truly care try their best to pay attention to the
needs of others. Empathy leads us to recognize that it doesn't matter how
many babies are in the pews on Sunday, because even if we couldn't brag
that we have babies in church (which, thank God, we now often can brag),
the Guild Hall is open pretty much every day of the year, and I've seen
plenty of babies and toddlers on campus throughout the week. This station
will now be available for the young tourist family passing through our
campus on a Wednesday, suddenly in need a bathroom break, or the
grandparents with visiting toddlers at an event on a Thursday, or wedding
guests on Saturdays with babes in arms. I imagine it will get more use than
we realize.
Empathy leads us to recognize other needs in other areas, as well. I've
been praying recently about how the Guild Hall can be used to meet more
of the needs of our neighbors, and how our people, neighbors, and friends
can use our whole campus to nourish one another in body, mind, and soul.

We need to feed the hungry (both literally and metaphorically), learn and
do new things, and connect with God and each other every day. I'm
grateful to those in this community who claim St. John's as their home
base for service, learning, and spirituality, and welcome your initiatives for
nourishing others at and from this beautiful space in the heart of the Point.
This past summer was a glorious one, perhaps the liveliest I have ever seen
at St. John's, both on Sundays and during the week. We were blessed to
have a special guest in Canon Haselock, who certainly classed up the joint
in ways I never could, but who also grounded us in our identity as a place
of faith and community. I am grateful for his presence and ministry among
us and hope to have him back with us soon.
And now we turn toward the fall, with all its attendant transitions: a new
school year, people moving into the neighborhood or headed back to their
primary residences, and so much more. Every year I forget how stressful
September can be! If you are feeling a bit stressed out, or you know
someone who is, I hope you will reserve some empathy both for yourself
and for your neighbor. Life, with all its transitions and stresses, isn't always
easy. Even those bundles of joy that need changing stations aren't always
joy-inducing. But grace abounds. New life is always around the corner. So
cut yourself and your neighbor some slack if need be, and try to see
yourself and others as God sees us: as worthy of love and forgiveness,
capable of reconciliation and renewal, and put on this earth to make a
difference for the common good.
What sort of a difference we make is not always self-evident. Just this
morning, my wife sent me a great article from a website called
Mockingbird about The Great Things We'll Accomplish in the Grave ,
which in its own morbid way cheered me greatly. Read it and you'll see
what I mean. Most of us don't think we are going to change the world.
Sometimes the only change we think we are capable of is about as
significant as changing a diaper. But you never know. And even if it is only
a diaper change, at least you know that it's made life better for one little
human being.
Yours in Christ's Service
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector

Thank You from Canon Haselock

By the time you read this I will
be back in England and
preparing to celebrate and
preach at St Bartholomew the
Great in the City of London on
Sunday. When I go to the altar
my heart will be full of
thanksgivings "for all the
blessings of this life" and high
amongst them will be fond
remembrances of five glorious
Sundays at St John's. I would
like to take this opportunity, all
too briefly and inadequately, to
say a huge thank you to all
those who gave me such warm
hospitality during the six weeks I was in Newport, welcoming me into their
homes, clubs, favourite restaurants and other venues too many to name. I
am most grateful to you all for helping to make this summer so very
enjoyable. It has been a privilege to be one of your clergy for these last
weeks and a joy to be able to call you my friends.
May God bless you all,
Jeremy

What's New in This Edition

Time are a 'changing'
Canon Haselock thank you
Choir School expansion update
The Bible Project update
5th Sunday Food Drive

Upcoming
Bishop Nicholas Knisely will visit St. John's on
Sunday, Sept. 23, where he will serve as Celebrant
at a Mass that will include confirmation and
reception into the Episcopal Church. If you would
like to be confirmed or received at this Mass and
have not already indicated this to Fr. Humphrey,
please be in touch with him within the next couple
of weeks at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. The
Vestry will be hosting an enhanced Coffee Hour
following High Mass. If you would like to
volunteer or contribute to the hospitality for the
Bishop, please email Parish Administrator Melanie Ventura at
parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.

September 30 at St. John's

September 30th is Homecoming Sunday! Invite all your relatives and
friends in the area who have been a part of St. John's in the past as we
look forward to the 125th anniversary of the dedication of the Zabriskie
Memorial Church building in 2019. Come celebrate a family reunion of a

different sort -- your church family! Spread the word!

Choral Evensong and Benediction for the Feast of St. Michael and All
Angels will be held on Sunday, Sept. 30, at 4:00 p.m. This contemplative
service of music features the Professional Choristers of The Choir School
of Newport County and the St. John's adult choir, with organ music.

After Evensong, please join us in the Guild Hall for a special England Tour
reception, celebrating the choirs' recent trip and highlighting their travels
with a slide show from the trip, English dainties, and plenty of tales.
Bloody brilliant, we say! Cheers!

Diocesan Convention

The 228th Diocesan Convention will be held at St. Luke's Church in East
Greenwich on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 2-3. Among the business
conducted will be the election and appointment of clergy and laypersons to
positions of responsibility on the Councils and committees of the
Diocese.
This year, 15 clergy and lay slots need to be filled. There are openings on
the following Councils and Committees:
Bishop's Standing Committee
Diocesan Council
Commission of Finance
Commission on Congregational Development
Investments Committee
If you are interested in serving on any of these bodies, please be in touch
with Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. He just happens to
be the chair of the Elections & Nominations Committee, responsible for
putting together the slate of candidates!

Low Mass

There will be a Low Mass after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 14, for Holy Cross Day, and Friday, Sept. 21, for St. Matthew.
The Holy Cross image at left above is the Altarpiece of the Holy Cross
(Retablo de la Santa Cruz); Church of Blesa, Aragon, Spain. This panel
shows Saint Helena and, anachronistically, Byzantine Emperor Heraclius,
in adoration of the True Cross. Helena wears a trigregnum, symbolizing
that she represents the Catholic Church in her veneration of the Cross.
Spanish-gothic style; oil on wood, c. 1481-1487.

The Choir School News

We've been holding events throughout the summer for our expanded choir
program. (In case you missed it, details here and a flyer here.) Now, under
the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki Vazquez, we're officially
recruiting for the Sept. 28 start date of the program. Click here to read our
notice in Newport This Week. Know someone who'd like to join? Email
Nikki at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com

To read an account of our England Tour from the perspective of a British
reviewer, check out "An American Visit" in the latest Friends of Cathedral
Music newsletter, here. Friends of Cathedral Music is a charity which

supports all choirs that sing cathedral-style music. The newsletter includes
an account of the Hereford Cathedral Choir's tour to sing at the Vatican,
written by a chorister, as another example of the benefits of travel as part
of a choir school education.

England Tour 2018
You can see The Choir School's 2018 England Tour tour in photos and
videos on Facebook here and here. Below, the Professional Choristers
and the St. John's Adult Choir, at Hereford Cathedral.

Sunday School resumes this Sunday the 9th during the High Mass. Watch
this space for updates on what we are doing throughout the coming year!

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 11, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Being Disciples by
Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're
interested in joining us.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible,"
and started reading the Old Testament. We continue this week with
Leviticus:

Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,

click here! Or check back here next week!

Samaritans
The Samaritans' next 5th Sunday
Food Drive is Sunday, Sept. 30.
Started by the Samaritans ministry last
year, the 5th Sunday Food Drives are an
initiative to benefit the MLK Center and
take place every month in which there are
five Sundays
Donations including nonperishable food items, toiletries, household
cleaning supplies or gift cards will be collected in reusable shopping bags
available in the church and Guild Hall at the beginning of the month, and
returned the following Sunday, for delivery to the MLK Center at the end
of the month.
In lieu of goods, gift cards also are welcome, preferably to Aldi's, but
Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens and Rite Aid also are welcome.
These are used by MLK staff to purchase items to stock their pantry.
The Samaritans will next meet on Monday, Sept. 24, at 9:30 in the Guild
Hall Lounge. Please contact Deacon Close at buckclose@gmail.com or
at 401-864-9041 with parish and/or community needs.

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Sept. 9, 2018
The Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 18
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Deacon: Deacon Close

Acolytes:
Robert Regalbuto
Patricia Burdick
John Sawicki
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Wednesday, Sept. 12 - 7 a.m.-8 p.m., Polling in the Guild Hall
Tuesday, Sept. 18 - 6 p.m., Vestry Meeting
Sunday, Sept. 23 - Bishop's Visitation
Monday, Sept. 24 - 9:30 a.m., Samaritans meeting

Sunday, Sept. 30 - Homecoming Sunday!
Sunday, Sept. 30 - 4 p.m., Michaelmas Evensong, followed by England
Tour Celebration

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

