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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A letter from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
From time to time, one of our two offspring will ask my wife, "Why do we
have to go to church?" (They always seem to ask her; perhaps they know
better than to ask me.) Admittedly, they do get plenty of church. "Some of
my classmates go to church, but I'm the only one who goes every
Sunday," one of them reported recently, having apparently taken a survey.
The answer Anne gives is rooted in the power of habit: We go to church
whether we feel we need to or not, so that when we really need to, we
already know where to go. Not only that, but the things we soak up in
church week in, week out, in the words of scripture, particularly those that
get stuck in our heads because they are set to music, have a funny way of
coming to us just when we need them. Often, old phrases we had never
given much thought to before take on new meaning.
Case in point: Anne recently underwent a surgical procedure to correct a
longstanding circulatory problem affecting her right arm. As a right-hander,
she was concerned about the risk of permanent nerve damage. But in the
midst of her worry, she heard in her head a snippet of a favorite hymn:
"No arm so weak but may do service here." The full stanza is, "Come,
labor on, away with gloomy doubts and faithless fear! No arm so weak but
may do service here: by feeblest agents may our God fulfill his righteous
will." It was, she told me, as if God had answered a prayer she was not
fully aware that she was praying.

When we need reminders of God's power and love for us, they come.
These reminders come unbidden, at just the right moment. We couldn't
necessarily dredge them up through force of will: They pop up because
"our selves, our souls and bodies" have heard them repeatedly through the
years. So in moments of weakness, doubt, faithlessness, we don't find
ourselves having to search, or at least not for long. The words come find
us and call us back to the comfort and solace of a God who in Christ
Jesus knows our frailties and our needs even before we ask.
What we do as Christians is gather, day in and day out, week in and week
out, to pray silently or aloud the words of our faith. We build the grooves
in our brain, the habits of mind, the practices of faith. We build up our
spiritual muscles so that when we are weakest we are yet strong.
Often people seek a community when they are in need. For some people,
that's automatic, but for most of us, it's a learned behavior. Thus, if while
I'm healthy I've invested in a community, when I am ill, the community is
there, and the help is not only offered, but often pressed upon me.
St. John's is here for whomever at whatever moment in your life. Whether

it is a wedding (like one I will celebrate tomorrow), or the funerals of
friends, neighbors, parishioners, this neighborhood church exists for all
people in all seasons.
This Sunday, the Bishop is visiting, and we have two candidates to present
to him, one at eight o'clock for confirmation and one at ten o'clock for
reception into the church. They are making a public commitment to life in
community. Like them, I encourage you to make us your habit, build us
into your rounds, invest in this community regularly in worship and in fun,
so that when your need comes - as it will to all of us - you need not seek to
find.
Yours in Christ's Service
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
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This Weekend

Bishop Nicholas Knisely will visit St. John's this
Sunday, Sept. 23, where he will serve as Celebrant
at a Mass that will include confirmation and
reception into the Episcopal Church.
The Vestry will be hosting an enhanced Coffee
Hour following High Mass. Feel free to bring any
finger foods or treats to share.
We look forward to seeing you on Sunday!

September 30 at St. John's

September 30th is Homecoming Sunday! Invite all your relatives and
friends in the area who have been a part of St. John's in the past as we
look forward to the 125th anniversary of the dedication of the Zabriskie
Memorial Church building in 2019. Come celebrate a family reunion of a
different sort -- your church family! Spread the word!

Choral Evensong and Benediction for the Feast of St. Michael and All
Angels will be held on Sunday, Sept. 30, at 4:00 p.m. This contemplative
service of music features the Professional Choristers of The Choir School
of Newport County and the St. John's adult choir, with organ music.

After Evensong, please join us in the Guild Hall for a special England Tour
reception, celebrating the choirs' recent trip and highlighting their travels
with a slide show from the trip, English dainties, and plenty of tales.
Bloody brilliant, we say! Cheers!

Please join us for a Blessing of the Animals in honor of St. Francis, which
will be held on Sunday, October 7, at approximately 11:30 a.m., following
the 10 a.m. High Mass.
The sixth annual blessing will be held in the churchyard, or, in the event of
inclement weather, in the Tower Room. Reasonably restrained or housetrained pets are welcome at the Mass.
Looking forward to seeing you and your furry friends!

The First Presbyterian Church, 6 Everett Street, Newport, invites all to
experience the power of God's love with a visit from the Watoto
Children's Choir from Uganda on Tuesday, Oct. 9, at 7 p.m.
The Watoto Children's Choir travels all over the world, sharing a message
of hope for Africa's most vulnerable women and children, raising
awareness about the work of the Watoto Choir, and providing leadership
opportunities for children while experiencing different cultures.
The concert is free and features music from their new album, "We Will
Go."
For more information about First Presbyterian or the Watoto Children's
Choir, please visit fpcnewport.org or www.watoto.com.

Diocesan Convention

The 228th Diocesan Convention will be held at St. Luke's Church in East
Greenwich on Friday and Saturday, Nov. 2-3. Among the business
conducted will be the election and appointment of clergy and laypersons to
positions of responsibility on the Councils and committees of the
Diocese.
This year, 15 clergy and lay slots need to be filled. There are openings on
the following Councils and Committees:
Bishop's Standing Committee
Diocesan Council
Commission of Finance
Commission on Congregational Development
Investments Committee
If you are interested in serving on any of these bodies, please be in touch
with Fr. Humphrey at rector@saintjohns-newport.org. He just happens to
be the chair of the Elections & Nominations Committee, responsible for
putting together the slate of candidates!

Low Mass

There will be a Low Mass after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on Friday,
Sept. 21, for St. Matthew.

The Choir School News

We've been holding events throughout the summer for our expanded choir
program. (In case you missed it, details here and a flyer here.) Now, under
the direction of Piano Program Coordinator Nikki Vazquez, we're officially
recruiting for the Sept. 28 start date of the program. Click here to read our

notice in Newport This Week. Know someone who'd like to join? Email
Nikki at choirpianolessonsri@gmail.com

To read an account of our England Tour from the perspective of a British
reviewer, check out "An American Visit" in the latest Friends of Cathedral
Music newsletter, here. Friends of Cathedral Music is a charity which
supports all choirs that sing cathedral-style music. The newsletter includes
an account of the Hereford Cathedral Choir's tour to sing at the Vatican,
written by a chorister, as another example of the benefits of travel as part
of a choir school education.

England Tour 2018
You can see The Choir School's 2018 England Tour tour in photos and
videos on Facebook here and here. Below, the Professional Choristers

and the St. John's Adult Choir, at Hereford Cathedral.

Hello everyone!
Our Sunday School year is in full swing and we are ready for your children
to join in! We have a fun year planned, full of learning and wondering in
equal measure. In the coming weeks, glance over at our corner, which will
be receiving a makeover.
The children are excited to continue dressing up the space and making it
their own. Our lessons began last Sunday with the first of a three-part
series on Daniel. This week, we watched a video introducing Daniel and his
ability to interpret dreams by hearing the voice of God.
Next week, children will be bringing in some examples of dreams they have
had, and we will all practice being Daniel and will try interpreting the
dreams. All children are welcome to come join in, and bring a dream!
The following week will all be about the Lion's Den, and we will act out the
story together. Your children are welcome to join in any week and we will
easily fold them into our fun. We look forward to an exciting year ahead :)
Jenn + Sybille

For Adults & Older Youth
Rector's Tuesday Book Study
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, Sept. 25, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Being Disciples by
Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're
interested in joining us.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible,"
and started reading the Old Testament. We continue this week with
Deuteronomy:

Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan

here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Samaritans

The Samaritans' next 5th Sunday Food Drive is Sunday, Sept. 30.
Started by the Samaritans ministry last year, the 5th Sunday Food Drives
are an initiative to benefit the MLK Center and take place every month in
which there are five Sundays
Donations including nonperishable food items, toiletries, household
cleaning supplies or gift cards will be collected in reusable shopping bags
available in the church and Guild Hall at the beginning of the month, and
returned the following Sunday, for delivery to the MLK Center at the end
of the month.
In lieu of goods, gift cards also are welcome, preferably to Aldi's, but
Stop & Shop, Shaw's, CVS, Walgreens and Rite Aid also are welcome.
These are used by MLK staff to purchase items to stock their pantry.

The Samaritans will next meet on Monday, Oct. 1, at 9:30 in the Guild Hall
Lounge, at which time they will deliver the collected donations to the MLK
Center. Please contact Deacon Close a t buckclose@gmail.com or 401864-9041 with parish and/or community needs.

Hurricane Relief

Episcopal Relief & Development is helping victims of Hurricane Florence
through its U.S. Disaster Program and Hurricane Relief Fund. To donate
to their relief efforts online, please click here, or you download a mail-in
form here.
Of their ongoing relief efforts, Episcopal Relief & Development said:
"We respond to storms in the United States and U.S. territories through
our U.S. Disaster Program. Through our partnerships with Episcopal
dioceses, we offer resources and training to help people prepare for
disasters and provide emergency support so vulnerable people can make a
sustained recovery after the storm. The benefit of our partnership with
Episcopal churches is that these congregations are already deeply
integrated within their communities. In other words, the Episcopal Church
is there before responders arrive and will remain long after the news
cameras have gone."

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, Sept. 23, 2018
The Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 20
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Bishop Nicholas Knisely

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Bishop Nicholas Knisely
Deacon: Deacon Close
Acolytes:
Patricia Burdick
Bill Lippe
Michael Northup
John Sawicki
Br. Bill Weisert
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here or below for this week's service sheet.

Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, Sept. 23 - Bishop's Visitation
Sunday, Sept. 30 - Homecoming Sunday!
Sunday, Sept. 30 - 4 p.m., Michaelmas Evensong, followed by England
Tour Celebration
Monday, Oct. 1 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Monday, Oct. 1 - 9:30 a.m., Samaritans
Tuesday, Oct. 2 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Wednesday, Oct. 3 - Noon, Executive Committee Meeting
Sunday, Oct. 7 - 11:30 a.m., Blessing of the Animals
Monday, Oct. 8 - Columbus Day
Tuesday, Oct. 9 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Monday, Oct. 15 - 9 a.m., Centering Prayer
Tuesday, Oct. 16 - 9 a.m., Rector's Book Study
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