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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Note from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors and Friends of St. John's,
I know I've been away for a while. I left on June 29th and got back in the
saddle on July 15th. So with sixteen straight days away from the parish,
people have been asking me if I enjoyed my vacation. To that question I've
replied that the first three days, which were spent with my wife and children
at Family Camp at our diocesan Episcopal Conference Center in Pascoag,
Rhode Island, were terrific. I left my iPhone in our accommodations and
spent 95% of my time unplugged. (And I regret the 5% of the time I spent
checking in, because it didn't help to de-stress me...Maybe next time I'll
actually have the courage to leave it locked in the car or something, and
trust that my clergy colleagues and lay leadership will be able to handle any
emergencies without any involvement from me at all. Let's call that a
#lifegoal.)
The thirteen following days, I spent about 95% of my time plugged in and
maybe 5% of my time unplugged (I think that's when I was sleeping). This
was because I was a first-time clerical deputy to the General Convention of
the Episcopal Church in Austin, Texas, and this was decidedly not a
vacation, as my schedule for these days shows:

Sure, I had plenty of fun with friends old and new, but it was definitely
work. It was also work I enjoyed, and work I look forward to reporting on
in greater detail in the coming weeks. The Rhode Island deputation will be
preparing a report on everything that was "done and left undone" in Austin.
For now, all I will say is that in contrast to the scorched-earth, winner-takeall attitude that has pervaded many previous General Conventions, this one
was marked by a desire to love each other for Jesus' sake and to be led by
the Spirit into the sort of Godly compromises that enable us to live
together as one family under the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. So there
were many signs of hope, even if the media will inevitably try to find the
hot-button issues and make it all sound as controversial as possible.
Convention fun:

Room with a View from Austin

Brothers from Another Mother:
Specifically, Fr. Matthew Mead, son
of Nancy and Fr. Andy Mead, who
covered for me while I was away.

Un-Convention-al pedicure

The dreaded voting machine

Dean Sam Candler of Atlanta with Presiding Bishop Michael Curry and the
Rector

The Rector with former Presiding Bishop Frank Griswold, center, & Fr.
Brandt Montgomery, who will be our guest preacher in September.

Even though I've just wasted three paragraphs writing about myself and
General Convention, what I really want to focus on is what I found when I
got back to Newport: pure joy, and (as I like to say) Serious Fun™!

It was a joy first and foremost to return to the bosom of my family. I
wasn't sure Anne would still recognize me after such an extended absence
away, let alone my children, but I was enfolded back into my family, and
we celebrated with great joy my son's ninth birthday on Sunday.
Sunday brought other sources of joy, as well: seeing all of the familiar
faces at both Low Mass and High Mass, catching up with people at Coffee
Hour. I realized that for all of the services I attended during convention,
with literally thousands of Episcopalians and guests in attendance, the
liturgies that feed me most are the ones we celebrate right here: the quiet
dignity and reverence of Low Mass, and the solemn joy of High Mass, with
all the senses stimulated for the glory of God and the edification of God's
people.
On top of the familiar faces and rhythms of home and parish life was the
vibrancy that flourishes in the summer: An old friend of the parish from
down South was here. I was pleased to see him, because I could pass on
to him the news that while in Austin, I stopped by the booth of the London
vestment makers, Watts & Co., in the exhibit hall, and was delighted to see
that their viewbook of custom projects still includes the St. John's set of
green vestments that he donated to us nearly two decades ago. I posted
photos on Facebook, and a friend of mine (the same one who was present
at St. George's Chapel, Windsor for the royal wedding at which our
Presiding Bishop preached) commented, "The whole known world envies
that green High Mass set!" To which Canon Haselock, the chaplain to Her
Majesty the Queen who will be with us in just a few Sundays, quickly
replied with a photo of himself in our cope, taken on one of his previous
visits. So I can tell you that thanks to our green set, we have made many
Anglo-Catholic clergy green with envy. Which is, of course, another
#lifegoal, in all Christian charity.

But even better than that, we had several visitors and newcomers last
Sunday, including a seminarian from Virginia Theological Seminary who is
training to be a chaplain in the Navy. She is here for a brief course at Naval
Station Newport. And there was a couple with four(!) beautiful children in
tow, ages 5, 4, 2, and 1. The husband is a Marine, and they have just been
posted for three years to Newport. We of course hope to see them again,
but whether we do or not, please keep them in your prayers! It's not easy
being a military spouse with four children! I told her that because we now
have other children needing nursery care, I would be looking into providing
such in the very near future, as I don't believe that parents should have to
go to extreme lengths to get to church with their young children only to end
up managing them in the pews and missing out, potentially, on the worship,
formation, and fellowship for which one makes the effort to come to
church in the first place. I am grateful to Abigail Burdick of the Burdick
triplets for pitching in with Jenn Berton and showing our visitors the easy
hospitality for which we are quickly becoming known.

I know that other churches have a stable of trained and qualified childcare
workers drawn from amongst the students at Salve Regina (and in the
summers, the local students from St. George's School and elsewhere). If
you are one of these people, or have ideas on how we can set up and fund
nursery care for our growing church, please be in touch with me at
rector@saintjohns-newport.org. It's no good welcoming families with small
children if we're not willing to make a sustained effort to ensure that these
parents actually feel supported.
So between one of the Burdick boys playing piano at Coffee Hour, a
couple of other teenagers milling about, and about (by my count, at least)
twelve children under the age of 13 running around campus after High
Mass, Sunday was very jolly indeed.
Oh, and on top of all that: We also had a summer resident visiting us for
the first time on Sunday, who came stag because his wife and children had
not yet arrived in Newport. He was kind enough to invite my wife and
children to his home for a BBQ this past week, where our two children
were added to their three children, plus houseguests from England, for a
total party of five adults and nine children! What joy and Serious Fun™
that was!
As if that wasn't enough for one week, we also got to enjoy two of my
favorite summer pastimes: watching the Gulls play at Cardines Field, and
selling raffle tickets at Music on the Lawn. (I enjoy the music, too, but what
I really love is working the crowds with my son in tow, because I get to
meet everyone that way. Special thanks to his friend Christopher for
helping out as "bag boy" yesterday; he collected the tickets while my son
snapped up the cash and made change!)
Today is my 45 th birthday. I arrived at St. John's barely three weeks after
my 40th birthday in 2013, and what a half decade it's been! The average
tenure of a priest in a parish is five to seven years, and at General
Convention, many people asked me how long I'd be at St. John's. One or
two even tried to dangle other prospects before my eyes. I swatted them
away. I am in love with Newport and St. John's, and I am having too much
Serious Fun™ even to think about going anywhere else anytime soon!
Yours in Christ's Service,
N.J.A. Humphrey +
XIV Rector

Postscript: Your Rector is a Loser

Inside baseball alert: What follows is an amusing (at least to me) tale from
my General Convention adventure. There's a bit of stuffy procedure up
front, but try to stay with me. (It will pay off, I hope!)
The Episcopal Church is divided into nine geographical provinces, with the
New England dioceses comprising Province I (because we're Number
One, of course). Each province meets during General Convention in
caucus to nominate no more than two bishops, two clergy, and two laity to
stand for election to the Joint Nominating Committee for the Election of
the Presiding Bishop. The House of Bishops elects its own members from
among the bishop nominees, and the House of Deputies, which consists of
priests, deacons, and laity, elects the other members. (This is why it's
known as the "Joint" committee. It has absolutely nothing to do with
Marijuana...as far as I know...)
The purpose of the committee is to nominate a slate of bishops to stand
for election as Presiding Bishop (PB). This happens every nine years, or
every three General Conventions, since GC meets once every three years.
The last time this committee was important was 2012, because the House
of Bishops elected the PB in 2015, and thus needed an actual slate of
nominees. But at conventions when there won't be an election coming up,
the membership of the committee is strictly pro forma, because it will only
meet if there is an unexpected vacancy, that is, if the PB resigns, is
severely disabled, or (God forbid) dies. (Pray for Michael Curry's
continued good health!)
Because this was a church-wide committee that, God willing, will have
nothing to do over the next three years (a.k.a. "Triennium"), I was happy
to be nominated by my caucus to serve on it. Since the other clerical
nominee from our province was a deacon from Vermont with much more
church-wide experience, I was merely a token candidate to give the
appearance of choice, much like elections in Communist China. (The
Episcopal Church is a lot like Communist China in more respects than this,
but I digress...)
Anyhoo, Election Day came, and being Province I, the ballot I was on was
the second one after the lay nominees. But there was a glitch. The
"vbinder" or "virtual binder" on our convention-issued iPads had my
biography loaded, but not my worthy opponent's. So the President of the
House of Deputies (PHOD) asked one of us to come to a microphone to
inform her of whether only one had been submitted. I stood up and
informed the House that indeed, my clerical colleague had submitted his
biography well in advance, as I had seen it myself at our caucus. So the
election was postponed until the next day.

I suspect I would have won the election had the patent unfairness of this
error not been corrected. After all, the other candidate's platform was
essentially, "elect me because I'm a deacon," and few people would have
known that he was a deacon without his biography. Because deacons are
sadly underrepresented in the governance of the church, and I myself
would have voted for any deacon over almost any priest, I expected the
vote to go heavily in his favor.
But when the election results were posted, there was an audible gasp as the
deputies read:

So while your rector is a loser, I'm not the biggest loser, because I carried
half the House! Not bad for a rookie politician. I think I must have gotten
brownie points from some deputies for standing up for fairness in
elections.
In the end, the prevailing deacon and I became fast friends, and I will
forever remember the moment when I heard the simultaneous gasp of the
deputies, followed by lots of chatter, which necessitated the PHOD's gavel
and directive, "The House will come to order."
As it turned out, my election wasn't the closest one. That one can be
claimed by two lay people from Province 6 ... wherever that is ...

You'll note that there were twenty-eight fewer votes cast in my election

than in this later one, despite there being a House rule that every deputy
must vote on every matter that comes before the House. Several people
said I was at a disadvantage because the election came so early and so
many people were still using the bathrooms after a break! But I just think
the deacon would have gotten at least 28 more votes.

What's New in This Edition

Return from General Convention
Music on the Lawn kickoff, with a
new concert next week!
Welcome Canon Haselock, chaplain
to Queen Elizabeth
Oral History Project update
Choir School news
5th Sunday Food Drive update
The Bible Project update

This Weekend

What Cheer, Shakespeare? presents its summer outdoor production of
"As You Like It", one of Shakespeare's best-loved comedies, tonight and
Saturday, July 20-21, from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m., on the lawn at St. John's!
Pack a picnic, lawn chairs or blankets, and enjoy a night of dinner and
laughter under the summer sky.
Tickets are $20/adults & $10/under 12 and are available at
www.tututix.com/whatcheer, or call 401-332-0029 to purchase over the
phone or for more information.

See Peter Berton in action at our Quarter Till Organ Recitals, now through
Labor Day. Programs (all the same on a given weekend) last 15-20 minutes
and feature Bach and another composer, with video screen coverage of the
organ and organist during the music. Admission is still just "a quarter" (or
more)! Donations benefit ongoing restoration of our historic 1894 Hook &
Hastings pipe organ. There will be no programs on Aug. 5 or 12, as The
Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's Adult Choir embark
on their England Tour.

Upcoming

Families relax outdoors, top, as they
enjoy this week's Music on the Lawn
kickoff as The Strattones perform,

middle, and the Castaway Gourmet
food truck, above, serves up goodies.
The Point Association, right, is the
Music on the Lawn Summer 2018
season sponsor.

Friends of Music at St. John's Music on the Lawn
Summer 2018 season sponsor: The Point Association
Check out the fun in these photos from our Friends
of Music at St. John's Music on the Lawn kickoff
concert this Thursday. Playing were The Strattones,
sponsored by our Summer 2018 season sponsor,
The Point Association, and individual concert
sponsor Newport Shipyard, with the Castaway
Gourmet food truck on hand to dish up delicious
food.
Our next Music on the Lawn concert is Thursday, July 26, at 6 p.m.,
featuring The Larry Brown Swinglane Orchestra, sponsored by Sardella's
and The Marina Pub, with the Castaway Gourmet food truck dishing out
delights again.
Don't miss the Music on the Lawn series, with outdoor music, awesome
bands, sponsors, food trucks, beer, wine, 50/50 raffle, and more! Concerts
take place on the 3rd & 4th Thursdays in July & August on the lawn of St.
John the Evangelist on the Point, Washington & Willow streets.
Admission is free; donations welcome in support of Friends of Music
events.
The rest of our lineup this summer includes:
July 26 - The Larry Brown Swinglane Orchestra, sponsored by
Sardella's and The Marina Pub. Castaway Gourmet food truck.
Aug. 23 - Mike Warner and the Ubiquitones, sponsored by Pasta
Beach. Rhody Roots food truck.
Aug. 30 - Doug Woolverton and the Groove Merchants, sponsored
by Caleb & Broad and Point Wine & Spirits. Rhody Roots food
truck.

A Bon Voyage Choral Evensong with prayers for safe travel for the Choir
England Tour upcoming Aug. 1-15 will be held on Sunday, July 29, at 4:00
p.m. at St. John the Evangelist.
This contemplative service of music will feature the Professional
Choristers of The Choir School of Newport County and the St. John's
Adult Choir, with organ music.
Included is the anthem "God Be With You Till We Meet Again" by Dr.
Barry Rose, OBE, who will direct the choirs in singing in cathedrals during
their tour of England, August 1-15 and who visited Newport this past
January. Dr. Rose is past director of the choir of St. Paul's Cathedral,
London, who directed the music at the 1981 wedding of Prince Charles
and Lady Diana Spencer.
The Evensong service lasts 45 minutes and is incense-free. Evensong is an
atmospheric and deeply personal form of worship that appeals to persons
of many faiths and has been adopted as an American tradition in many
parishes and cathedrals of the Episcopal Church.

While The Choir School of Newport
County and the St. John's Adult Choir are
touring England, England's the Rev.
Canon Jeremy Haselock, chaplain to Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II of the United
Kingdom, will be Distinguished Priest in
Residence at St. John's from Aug. 1 Sept. 2, 2018.
Canon Haselock, who is a published
author and holds degrees from Oxford
and York, has been in service to the
Queen since 2013.
Fr. Humphrey said of Canon Haselock's visit: "The best thing...is that I
will overlap with him for two weeks...I am hoping we will have an English
garden party and an English tea, and all sorts of English things to satisfy all
the Anglophiles of Newport."

Summer Financial Update
With the dog days of summer comes a predictable lag in giving to the
church. When people are not in the pews, it's easy to forget about the
offering plate, on which we depend! At the moment, for instance, our cash
flow for operations is unusually low, and we could use an infusion to help
us get through the summer months. We are grateful to those of you who
keep up your pledges throughout the summer by mailing checks to the
office at 61 Poplar St. Newport RI, 02840, and you can give at any time
online without fees via our Facebook fundraiser or by clicking the
"Donate" button on the right side under our top of our Saint John's
Facebook page itself (see below).

On your mobile phone, it's even more obvious what to click to donate!

Do you have a birthday, wedding anniversary, or other special event
coming up for which you'd like to give thanks? If you note that when you
make your donation, we will gladly add it to our prayer list and give thanks
with and for you. Consider making a gift in memory of a loved one, as
well.
On a related note, several people have asked about the status of the
Turnbull Bequest, which was announced in January. As of this month, the
lawyer for the estate has informed us that they are in the process of
liquidating Fr. Turnbull's assets, much of which was in stock, and after
that process is completed, we should receive paperwork to sign, followed
shortly thereafter by a check. With the Turnbull Bequest, we will have a
much-needed cash reserve cushion. While much of it will be reserved for
endowment and part of it for capital improvement projects, because the
gift was unrestricted, the Vestry will be able occasionally to borrow from it
-- as long as it gets paid back! We are committed to being good stewards
of this bequest and maintain it for the long term by prudent investment and
by developing other revenue streams.
Over the remaining six months of 2018, we will need to raise between
$50,000 and $75,000 in additional revenue on top of our rental income and
pledges. We are grateful for the generosity of our people, neighbors, and
friends, who make St. John's the vibrant and growing community that it is.

Thank you!

Low Mass
There will be a low Mass after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the
following dates:

St. Mary Magdalene on Tuesday, July 24 (transferred from July 22) and
St. James the Apostle on Wednesday, July 25.

Evangelist Oral History Project
Bishop Nicholas Knisely recently forwarded this reminiscence on to the
Rector:

Click on the image above to download a PDF, or download here.
We are still researching who wrote it and other details, but thought it would
be fun to share. If you have any stories about parish life, please put pen to
paper or fingers to keyboard and send it to parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org. Photos are also always welcome! We can scan and return
anything you'd like to keep.

Summer Music at St. John's Handy Handout
Friends of Music at St. John's has
published our summer music flyer,
including Music on the Lawn in July
and August, organ recitals, and
special services and concerts related
to the choir's tour to England.
Download it here, and/or please pick
up copies at the church to distribute
to friends.

The Samaritans
The Samaritans' next 5th Sunday
Food Drive is July 29.
Started by the Samaritans ministry
last year, the 5th Sunday Food
Drives are an initiative to benefit the
MLK Center and take place every
month in which there are five
Sundays - usually about four per
year.
Much-needed items for the food
pantry include the following:
Gluten-free pasta, cereal,
soups, crackers and other
food items
Canned protein: chicken,
Spam, beef stew, chili, salmon,
sardines
Canned fruit
Canned spinach and asparagus
Pasta sauce
Soups (No tomato soup please, there is plenty on the shelves.)
Personal care and household products: feminine hygiene products,

toothpaste, mouthwash, shampoo, conditioner, deodorant, bandages,
incontinence garments, laundry detergent, dish detergent, etc.
Each of the five-Sunday months, donations including nonperishable food
items, toiletries, household cleaning supplies or gift cards will be collected in
reusable shopping bags available in the church and Guild Hall at the beginning
of the month, and returned the following Sunday, for delivery to the MLK
Center at the end of the month.
In lieu of goods, gift cards to Aldi's, Stop & Shop, Shaw's or the Dollar Tree
store are most welcome and can be used by MLK staff to purchase items to
stock their pantry.
The Samaritans will next meet on Monday, July 30, at 9:30 in the Guild Hall
Lounge.
Please
contact
Deacon
Close
(401-864-9041
or
buckclose@gmail.com) with parish and/or community needs.

Centering Prayer
Centering Prayer meets following Morning Prayer
in the Chapel each Monday. All are welcome. We
gather between the end of MP and the 9 o'clock bell,
spend half an hour praying silently together and go our
separate ways following the 9:30 bell. Want to know
more about the practice of Centering Prayer? Speak
with either Mary Jane Rodman or Melissa Bostrom...or
just come and join in.

The Choir School News
Fr. Humphrey is pleased to
announce that Alison Vareika, a
small business owner, arts
advocate, community activist,
preservationist,
philanthropist,
and choral singer has volunteered
to join the Advisory Council of
The Choir School of Newport
County, in which capacity she will

serve as an informal adviser to the
staff and governance leadership
of the school.
Alison joins honorary Advisory
Council chair Nick Brown
(member of Emmanuel Church,
Newport and longtime friend of
St. John's) and fellow members
Fr. Andrew Mead, OBE (Rector
Emeritus of Saint Thomas, Fifth
Avenue in NYC, now retired and
attending St. Peter's-by-the-Sea in
Narragansett, RI), Fr. Jim Nuzzo
(assistant priest at All Saints,
Ashmont, MA, known for their
fine Choir of Men & Boys),
David Thalmann (member of St.
John's Church and Director of
Finance at the Redwood Library).
"The best thing about the Advisory Council is that it's a group that has never
met as a group," says Fr. Humphrey. Members are invited to attend board
meetings and encouraged to attend concerts and services that don't conflict
with their other church commitments. But their main function is to have lunch
with Fr. Humphrey and other key leaders from time to time, and otherwise
serve as sounding boards as the school continues to grow. "Alison will be
particularly helpful in engaging with the wider artistic and cultural community in
Newport, especially through her past and present work with the Opera House.
I am also pleased that an active member of Trinity Church, a congregation
whose rector and some members founded St. John's in 1875, has taken an
active interest. With Nick Brown and David Thalmann, all three Newport
parishes are now fully represented on the council," Fr. Humphrey continued.
Alison is the founding co-owner of William Vareika Fine Arts Ltd on Bellevue
Avenue in Newport, established in 1987 and one of the largest and most
prestigious art galleries in New England. A native of Ada, Oklahoma, Alison
has lived in Newport for 41 years. After graduating Summa cum Laude from
the University of Rhode Island with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Political
Science in 1983, she married Bill Vareika in 1985. Together they co-founded
the William Vareika Fine Arts gallery, which specializes in the purchase and
sale of American art of the eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
From the beginning, the Vareikas envisioned a dual mission for their gallery: to
provide a public viewing space for important historic American art and to
support charitable causes. Over the past twenty-five years, the Vareikas have
raised and contributed considerable funds to a long and varied list of local and
regional organizations. They have also served on dozens of non-profit and

governmental boards, committees, and advisory councils. This tradition of
using excellence in the arts to help support the vital public service of nonprofit organizations has become a defining feature of their gallery.
Ms. Vareika currently serves on the Board of Directors of the Newport
Performing Arts Center, the group that is restoring the Newport Opera House
in Washington Square, and also is a member of the Board of Trustees of
Berkshire Choral International. She was appointed by former Governor Chafee
to the RI Council on the Arts in 2010 and served as a Board member for 6
years. She is also former Trustee of Trinity Repertory Company; was
President and Board member of the Aquidneck Land Trust; Trustee of
Swinburne School, Newport; Trustee of the Newport Art Museum, and was
Chair of the Museum Special Events Committee for ten years. She is a past
member of the South County Chamber Singers and Swanhurst Chorus. Ms.
Vareika also currently serves on the Advisory Councils of the Martin Luther
King Jr. Community Center and the Aquidneck Land Trust. She has been
performing with the Rhode Island Civic Choral & Orchestra for eight years,
sings in the Trinity Church Choir, and has also sung for 22 years with
Berkshire Choral International.
Alison and Bill have been honored for their ongoing work on behalf of local
arts organizations and for their generous support of charitable causes. In 2007
they were selected as "Partners in Philanthropy" by the Association of
Fundraising Professionals for their work with the environmental organization
Save The Bay. In 2008 they received the Small Business "Encore" Award
from the Arts and Business Council of Rhode Island and a "Keeper of the
Dream" award from the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Community Center in
Newport. In March 2011, Alison received the "Dominique Award" from the
Arts and Cultural Alliance of Newport County for her contributions to the arts
community. In April 2011, William Vareika Fine Arts Ltd was recognized with
the "Excellence in Business Award" as the "Small Business of the Year" by the
Newport County Chamber of Commerce.
The Choir School is very pleased to have such an experienced friend helping
us as we form lives of character and service in Newport County and beyond.
Welcome, Alison!

Photos by Nikki Vazquez

We're expanding! Beginning in
October, we expect to split
our Professional Choristers
division into two choirs: one
for girls, and one for boys.
This is made possible by two
grants from the Rhode Island
Foundation: the $7,500 from
the
Black
Philanthropy
Bannis ter Fund announced
last November, and a new
grant of $5,000 from the
Newport County Fund. This
second grant officially was
announced recently and you can read here in Newport Now about us and the
many other recipients of $270,000 from this fund.
Friday, we spent time handing out
flyers at the North End Community
Market, above, networked with a
bunch of other presenters and made
plans to get a booth for a back-toschool event on August 18 that will
draw 600 children. Click here to
download the flyer.

The new grant provides high-quality home practice pianos and piano lessons
to ten new Professional Choristers. While we are specifically recruiting boys,
we also will be admitting new girls through matching funds from two sources.
The $5,000 from the Newport County Fund has been augmented by $4,400
from a trust Sally House established in memory of Karen House (late sister of
Kelly House, the Suzuki piano instructor The Choir School has hired to teach
the lessons). Along with a matching grant from a Choir School board member,
the combination of funding sources will provide the pianos, lessons, lesson
books, choir school tuition, a recruiting campaign, meals, transportation and
the hire of a family logistics coordinator to run this new a pilot program
October 1 through January 30. Thereafter we expect to be eligible for
continuing grants for what we hope will have a very meaningful impact on
underserved students in Newport County, and one which also will provide the
sound of Professional Choristers at St. John's on more Sunday mornings
throughout the year.
The strategy of this new recruiting initiative is being honed by a committee,
which began its work at a meeting on May 29 and will continue to advise
through the summer and in the Fall. Members include Cheryl Abney, Elizabeth
Fuerte (Women's Resource Center), Victoria Johnson (past principal of
Rogers High School), Mark McKenna (Family and Child Opportunity Zone at
Pell School), Pauline Perkins-Moye (Newport Housing Authority), Elizabeth
Woodhouse (Founder/Director, Newport County Youth Chorus), Peter
Berton, and Fr. Humphrey.

If you haven't seen it already, please don't miss Newport This Week's recent
coverage of The Choir School and our upcoming England Tour. Spread the
word! To view a copy of the story and interview with Executive Director Peter
Berton, click here!

Go to our website,
www.saintjohns-newport.org,
to view a copy of The Choir School
of Newport County Program Book, or
click on the link here . Check out our
sponsors, and all the great events
coming up soon!

To support our England Tour,
One of the easiest ways to
contribute is by going
to Facebook. Follow the link
embedded in this announcement
by clicking Facebook, and click
on the "Donate" button.

Statue of Sir Edward Elgar (on bicycle) at Hereford Cathedral, site of the
2018 Three Choirs Festival, which is part of the itinerary.

While our students are enjoying summer
vacation and looking forward to
convening again in September, here's a
recap of our progress last year. In May,
we focused on the different mothers we
learned about during the year: Eve,
Mary, and Jochebed. We talked about
each of their qualities and what defines
motherhood for each woman (nurture,
give life, teach, protect, support, love).
We then thought about our own mothers
and what qualities define each of them.
In June, we examined Fathers we learned
about during the year: Adam, Noah,
Jacob, Joseph, and God. We thought
about qualities of those dads (teach, provide, protect, love) and compared
with our own fathers. Luckily, they measured up quite well! The kids did
add "fun" to their descriptions of their own parents and decided the Bible
should really tell more about goofy fun the families had together. This
quickly created a lot of imagination ... and a fit of giggles at the thought of
Joseph making balloon animals and Eve throwing a puppet show.
Importantly, they know these Bible stories inside and out now. As we take
a break for the summer, we look forward to what we can learn next year.
Thanks for all of your support!

For Adults & Older Youth

Tuesday Book Group News
The Rector's Book Study, which reconvened this week after the rector's
return from the General Convention of the Episcopal Church will meet this
coming Tuesday, July 24, at 9:00 a.m. in the Rector's Study in the Guild
Hall. We will continue with chapter two of Being Disciples, on "Faith,
Hope, and Love," having talked about faith last week, hope will be our
theme this coming Tuesday. Please RSVP to rector@saintjohnsnewport.org if you're interested in joining us.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week
Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
This week, Episode 6 of The Bible Project's first series, "How to Read the
Bible," addresses "Character in Biblical Narrative." Check it out:

Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,
click here! Or check back here next week!

Volunteer Opportunities

St. John's is putting out a special call for a few good men and women to
help out with some upcoming special events. Let's keep the spirit going
after Mass and other events to partake of some good company, special
nibbles and perhaps get to know someone new. In order for all to be able
to enjoy, we're hoping a few inspired reception coordinators will step
forward.
Please use this link to sign up, and thank you for all that you do!

In addition to reception coordinators, volunteers are also invited to join in
other key ministries in the church.
The Altar Guild is currently undergoing a transition as Mary Jane Rodman
retires from her work after many years of duty. Before she disappears
from the Sacristy entirely, however, she has been working alongside
Cynthia Lafferty, who has volunteered to help fill the void that Mary Jane
will leave, along with help from Patty Burdick. If you are interested in
assisting with the Altar Guild, please see the rector. And a reminder: it's not
all "ladies" any more. Just ask Tom Emmett!
St. John's has been blessed over the past five years to have a cadre of lay
and ordained Daily Office officiants. Currently, however, the only regular
non-staff officiants are Pel and Ann Boyer, whose leadership on Monday

evenings and on Thursdays is much appreciated. The rector can't help but
notice that he's been spending more and more time as the only one in
attendance at Morning Prayer and Evening Prayer. You are therefore
cordially invited to join him as you are able throughout the year, and if
you'd like to be trained to be an Officiant, that is easily arranged. But most
of all, it would be good to arrange to have at least one prayer partner for
every service Monday through Friday. If you can be a prayer partner once
a week, simply show up at 8:30 or 5:30 and make it a part of your routine.
When meetings are scheduled for 9 a.m. or 6 p.m., see if you can't show
up a half an hour early and join in Morning Prayer or Evening Prayer. It's a
lovely way to start and end the day, and you will be helping us fulfill a
central part of our mission to saturate St. John's and the Point in prayer.

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, July 22, 2018
The Ninth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 11
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Fr. Humphrey
Deacon: Deacon Close
Acolytes:
TBD!
Other positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to
serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.
Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Friday & Saturday, July 20-21 - 7:00-9:00 p.m. "As You Like It"
Sunday, July 22 - 2:45, 5:45 & 7:45 p.m. Quarter Till Organ Recitals
Tuesday, July 24 - 9:00 a.m. Rector's Book Study
Thursday, July 26 - 6:00-8:30 p.m. Music on the Lawn
Saturday, July 29 - 4:00 p.m. Bon Voyage Evensong
Wednesday, August 1 - England Tour
Wednesday, August 1 - The Rev. Canon Jeremy Haselock arrives

The Zabriskie Memorial Church of Saint John the Evangelist

The Choir School of Newport County

