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We are ready for you at St. John's!
Sunday: Low Mass at 8 a.m. & High Mass at 10 a.m.
Monday through Friday: Morning Prayer at 8:30 a.m. & Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m.
Feast Days & Special Services as announced.
Confessions by appointment.

A Note from Father Humphrey
Dear People, Neighbors, and Friends of St. John's,
I love gardens, even though I am
decidedly not a gardener. I am, as my
wife calls me, an "Avid Indoorsman,"
so the thought of digging in the dirt,
even in pursuit of beautifying my
surrounding
environment,
isn't
something I'll ever put at the top of my
list of priorities. Even touring the
gorgeous English gardens of Hereford
Cathedral could not persuade me to
pick up a spade and bag of potting
soil.
So imagine my surprise to find that I
am an award-winning gardener! It's
right there in black and white in the
2018 list of Newport in Bloom Awards: the first place for community
garden was awarded to "61 Poplar Street/St. John the Evangelist -- Father
Nathan Humphrey." I never lifted a finger all year in the gardens of St.
John's, and there's my name in the paper.
Of course, it's evident to anyone who spends any time on campus at all
that the honor belongs to Mary Berlinghof, assisted by Chuck Berlinghof,
Jason Antone, Andrew Humphrey, and a myriad of regular and occasional
helpers, paid and volunteer, and all coordinated with our Junior Warden,
Adrienne Haylor. The credit belongs to them.

The same goes for so many other things around here. I get thanked all the
time for Music on the Lawn, when in fact it is the Friends of Music
Committee, under the able leadership of Peter Berton, that makes these
events happen. So I thank Ed Carnes, Anne Ramsey Cuvelier, Bill Martin,
Nancy Scott, and Jane Walsh for all their hard work pulling this summer's
series together, and thank Bill Martin in particular as he completes his
service on the committee.
Over the course of the past few weeks, I was thanked several times for our
recent choir tour in England, but my role in its actual planning and
execution was minimal. I had the good sense to call Peter Berton four
years ago to found the Choir School, and one of the first things he did was
book the dates for singing at Hereford Cathedral. I provided oversight as
the rector and chair of the Choir School board, but it is to him and to all of
us who spent many hours fundraising, attending the fundraisers, donating
to the cause, and supporting us all with your love and prayers that my
thanks are due. When I think of how much time and effort our choir
families in particular put into this tour, I am amazed at their commitment
and perseverance. It truly was a team effort, ably led by Peter.
I also get thanked all the time for the wonderful place St. John's has
become over the past several years. But the renaissance of St. John's has
always been due to the people who have committed to the vision of this
place as the seedbed, if you will, for three things: a church, a community
center, and a choir school, and who worked to make that vision a reality.
But we must never forget, as St. Paul put it of his own efforts, that God is
the one who makes it possible for anything to flourish. Writing of his coworker, Apollos, Paul writes in First Corinthians, "I planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the growth." In our case, just as our award-winning
garden had many gardeners, at St. John's many of us planted, many more
are watering it, and God is still giving the growth.
So I never pretend for a moment that any of our flourishing is due to one
person, least of all me. When I look back at what we have accomplished
together over the last five years, and even more importantly, look forward
to what we hope to accomplish over the next five years, I know that in
order to flourish as a church, a community center, and a choir school, we
need three basic things: God's abundant grace, the time and energy each of
us brings, and everyone's generosity to the extent that they are able to
contribute. Just as no garden will grow without seeds, soil, water, and sun,
pretty much everything about us as a community relies on the combination
of God, people, and material resources. If we lack any one of these
(particularly God!), we lose the ability to flourish as we must in order to
carry out our mission.
Gardens, choirs, and parishes all have one thing in common: they need

careful tending. And they need more than one person to tend to them and
to invest in their current and future flourishing. I delight every day when I
see the way our gardens change and grow. I delight to see the Choir
School blossoming as we try new initiatives. I delight to see the increase in
families and children alongside our older members who have planted and
watered and prayed for growth for so long. We will soon be installing a
diaper changing station in one of the Guild Hall bathrooms! Now if that
isn't a sign of growth and flourishing, I don't know what is.
Thanks be to God for this garden of delights that may be found in this
corner of the Point. May we blossom and grow in every way today,
tomorrow, and into the future.
Yours in Christ's service,
N.J.A. Humphrey+
XIV Rector
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This Weekend

This Sunday, August 26, at 5:00 p.m., please join us for a Garden Party
with the Rev. Canon Jeremy Haselock, chaplain to Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth. Featuring Becky's BBQ! Special thanks to organizer John
Sawicki. Come for the concert at 4:00 p.m. (see below), and stay for the
BBQ!

Quarter Till Organ Recitals continue on Sunday at 2:45 p.m., 5:45 p.m. and
7:45 p.m. Programs, through Sept. 2, (all the same on a given weekend)
last 15-20 minutes and feature Bach and another composer, with video
screen coverage of the organ and organist during the music. Admission is
still just "a quarter" (or more)! Donations benefit ongoing restoration of
our historic 1894 Hook & Hastings pipe organ, and in particular this
summer the replacement of the bower in the basement.
At the 2:45, 5:45 and 7:45 this Sunday there will be Bach's elaborate
"Wedge" Fugue, preceded by "Lotus" by jazz giant Billy Strayhorn.
This Sunday at 4:00 before the Garden Party at 5:00, we have
scheduled a reprise of the Special Choir and Organ Concert heard
in mid-July: Hereford Variations by Peter Berton, performed by the
composer with assistance from members of our choirs. This set of fifteen
pieces takes listeners on a special 40-minute journey, narrated by the priest
and poet Thomas Traherne (1636-1674) as revealed in modern stained
glass windows of Hereford Cathedral. In the manner of
Elgar's Enigma Variations, each variation also characterizes a friend to
whom it is dedicated. In 2015, St. John's was the last event of a fifteen
stop, fifteen month tour debuting the Variations. On August 14, the St.

John's Choir, Peter and the Professional Choristers of The Choir School
presented this work at Hereford Cathedral itself during their recent England
Tour. Video projection of the stained glass accompanies the concert. $10
suggested donation benefits the Organ Fund.
Download the booklet of program notes on Hereford Variations here.

Final Music on the Lawn Concert of 2018

Thursday, Aug. 30
Friends of Music at St. John's presents
-- Final Lawn Concert of the Season
2018 season sponsor: The Point Association
Music on the Lawn continues this upcoming
Thursday from 6-8:30 p.m., featuring Doug
Woolverton and the The Groove Merchants,
sponsored by Caleb & Broad and Point Wine &
Spirits, with the Rhody Roots food truck serving
u p fresh farm fare, including many vegetarian and
vegan options.
Admission is free; donations welcome in support of Friends of Music
events.
Don't miss the Music on the Lawn series, with outdoor music, awesome
bands, sponsors, food trucks, beer, wine, 50/50 raffle, and more!
Concerts take place on the 3rd & 4th Thursdays in July & August on the
lawn of St. John the Evangelist on the Point, Washington & Willow
streets.

See you next year!

Low Mass

There will be a Low Mass after Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. on the
following dates: Low Mass for St. Augustine of Hippo, center,
o n Tuesday, Aug. 28 . Low Mass for the Beheading of St. John the
Baptist, left, on Wednesday, Aug. 29, and Low Mass for Blessed Charles
Chapman Grafton, Bishop, 1912, above right, founder of the Sisters of the
Holy Nativity, under whose patronage Grafton House is placed,
on Thursday, August 30.

The Choir School News

England Tour 2018
You can see The Choir School's 2018 England Tour tour in photos and
videos on Facebook here and here. Below, the Professional Choristers
and the St. John's Adult Choir, at Hereford Cathedral.

The Choir School is pleased to welcome Nikki Vazquez, who will be serving
as Piano Program Coordinator for the school's expanded grant program (see
"We're Expanding!" below).

A 2010 Newport Daily News Community
Service Person of the Year, Nikki has
lived in Newport for 16 years. Nikki
serves as a Commissioner on the City of
Newport Housing Authority, and led
Newport in Bloom for several years in
addition to volunteering with the Ronald
McDonald House of Providence. Nikki
also works with local social service
agencies such as Aquidneck Community
Table and the East Bay Community
Action Program.
In her spare time, Nikki, a master
gardener, runs Roots Rock Stone and
Garden and Events on Land & Sea, with
her husband, Victor. Nikki is a native
Philadelphian who lives in Newport with
her husband and two children, Waylon (13) and Penelope (8).
Nikki will be the liaison for recruiting students into The Choir School's new
Professional Choristers boys division, starting in October. Grant funds will
provide high-quality home practice pianos and piano lessons to 10 new
Professional Choristers. While boys are being specifically recruited, girls are
also being admitted through matching funds.
Welcome aboard, Nikki!

We're expanding!
Beginning in October, we expect to split our Professional Choristers division
into two choirs: one for girls, and one for boys. This is made possible by two
grants from the Rhode Island Foundation: the $7,500 from the Black
Philanthropy Bannister Fund announced last November, and a new grant of
$5,000 from the Newport County Fund. This second grant officially was
announced recently and you can read here in Newport Now about us and the
many other recipients of $270,000 from this fund. Click here to download the
flyer for the program.
The new grant provides high-quality home practice pianos and piano lessons
to ten new Professional Choristers. While we are specifically recruiting boys,
we also will be admitting new girls through matching funds from two sources.
The $5,000 from the Newport County Fund has been augmented by $4,400
from a trust Sally House established in memory of Karen House (late sister of
Kelly House, the Suzuki piano instructor The Choir School has hired to teach

the lessons).
Below, Peter Berton (behind the camera) and Nikki demonstrate a piano and
speak to prospective students at a Backpack Distribution event last Saturday
August 18, sponsored by the East Bay Community Action Program. Families
were required to visit a table at each of many presenters and have a sheet
signed at each station in order to redeem a backpack filled with back-to-school
supplies. We distributed about 200 flyers, and gathered contact information
for a dozen students and families who expressed serious interest in the
program.

Sunday School is on hiatus for the summer, but will resume in September.
Looking forward to seeing you there!

For Adults & Older Youth
Tuesday Book Group News
The Rector's Book Study will meet on Tuesday, August 28, at 9:00 a.m. in
the Rector's Study in the Guild Hall. We will discuss Being Disciples by
Rowan Williams. Please RSVP to rector@saintjohns-newport.org if you're
interested in joining us.

The Bible Project: Video of the Week

Fr. Humphrey used many of these videos in teaching the Bible to high
school students at St. George's, and it occurred to him that these would be
great to share on a weekly basis with the wider parish.
So far, we've explored The Bible Project series "How to Read the Bible,"
and started reading the Old Testament. We continue this week with
Genesis:

Read Scripture: Genesis Ch. 1-11

Read Scripture: Genesis Ch. 12-50
Interested in reading the Bible in a year? Download the Read Scripture
App for free here. (You can also download a PDF of the reading plan
here.)
If you want to check out the full array of videos by The Bible Project,

click here! Or check back here next week!

Service Details for Sunday
Sunday, August 26, 2018
The Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost, Proper 16
Low Mass at 8:00 a.m.
Celebrant & Preacher: Canon Haselock

High Mass at 10:00 a.m.
Celebrant: Fr. Humphrey
Deacon: Deacon Close
Preacher: Canon Haselock
Acolytes:
Tyler Will
Patricia Burdick
John Sawicki
Acolyte positions available:
Just come to the Sacristy and we'll be glad for your help!
Click here for this week's service sheet.
Many thanks to all our altar servers! You, too, can volunteer to serve
as an acolyte. It's easy; just email Fr. Humphrey at:
rector@saintjohns-newport.org.

Something to Submit?
Please send your submission for inclusion to the Evangelist or our
published materials no later than one week in advance, and preferably
as soon as you can, to parishoffice@saintjohns-newport.org.
Most of our material is planned for or produced in advance, so we need to
plan our time and materials accordingly in order to make sure everything
gets out in a timely manner. This applies especially to written publications.

Even if you don't have the details, please give us at least a general outline
so that we may plan accordingly. Submissions are subject to editing.
Thank you and we hope to hear from you soon!

Calendar at a Glance
Sunday, August 26 - Garden Party with Canon Haselock (volunteers
and head count needed; please email parishoffice@saintjohnsnewport.org.)
Monday, August 27 - 9-9:30 a.m., Centering Prayer
Monday, August 27 - Roger Williams University Day of Service
Monday, August 27 - No Samaritans Meeting
Tuesday, August 28 - 9:00 a.m., Rector's Book Study
Thursday, August 30 - 6-8:30 p.m., Music on the Lawn
Sunday, Sept. 2 - 2:45, 5:45 & 7:45 p.m., final Quarter Till Organ
Recitals
Wednesday, Sept. 5 - Noon, Executive Committee Meeting
Wednesday, Sept. 12 - 7 a.m.-8 p.m., Polling in the Guild Hall
Tuesday, Sept. 18 - 6 p.m., Vestry Meeting
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